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IPCqiptiJitdlwo key distddi^ 
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attack^iuid seizec} acce^ ' 

pbiw^pHi^ tajik: 
glmii^Qsiapn smdM&idat^ 
<^.Fofcqr loyi to commandcf^ 



?|:fJffib4i«Qldic«^f«^^ late feptcmber 

^Hate^^ftlte^^ tiie T|l|Sin 1)^^ had iiitended 



^..tfa]ofiJCabul|n.M(»i<lft3^^ 
attacjcj^ opposition .;/ sj^ofesman 
Mol«aS|iia4 Habcelsaid, 
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#;^,No ipdcpcn^ijntcon^^ ovemm Ac whole Takhar provuicc 

uns was immfidiatelv avair)rfil«^^^#and c^jtum Oie adjacent BwQdishan 

4^ W hi a matter of two day^ 



, _ ^ 

on tbip^pwis river at the Ai Khwun 
crossinjg point into neighbouring 
Tajikistan, he said. '^^ ^ 
^^The opposition forbsc^^ *all 
paits of Hazaibagh and Khws^aGiMr/ 
Habecl said*^ " >^ ' \^;i~^.4K^ , 
VTheTaUban troops have *rdbreatedto 
pasht<i-Archi district in Kiinduz and 
wevaie^chasing them,* he said :in a 
satellite telephone call from Takhar's 
provincial capital of Taloqan. 



Afghan factions claim 
capturing towns 

KABUL, Oct 27: Afghan opposi- cent to Balkh province, 
tion forces claimed capturing sever. Anwari said fighters from 

al towns after a heavy overnight alHance members Jamiat-i-Islami. 

assault on the Taliban in the north- Harakat-i-Islami, and Wahdat-i- 

em province of Samangan, opposi. Islami participated in the attack, 
don officials said on Wednesday. Darra.i.Sauf vaUey, 200kms north 

General Sayed Hussain Anwari. of Kabul, is surrounded by moun- 

of the anti-Tahban United Front, tains overlooking a parallel road 



said the opposition alliance cap 
tured Safed Kotal, Chabchal, Dehi, 
Maqsood and Keshendeh in the key 
provincial vaUey of Darra.i.Sauf . 

"The enemy was completely rout- 
ed from Darra-i-Sauf,'* said Anwari 
by satellite telephone from an oppo- 
sition base in northern Af^anistan. 



between Bamiyan and Balkh 
provinces, both held by the Taliban. 

Mohammad Muhaqeq, a top offi- 
dal of the Wahdat.i-Islami, said the 
Taliban had been pushed back 80 
kilometres deep inside Balkh; 

"These gains are very impor- 
tant," he said, adding the enemy no 



He said fightmg was now going longer had any base in Darra-i-Sauf 
on around Sholgara district adja- —AFP 
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Former Afghan minister 
presents peace formula 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Former Afghan Min- 
ister and Chieftain of the Ghauri na- 
tionality, Abdul Qadar Imami has pre- 
sented a comprehensive formula far 
resolving the 20-year long conflict 
which is possible only through ensur- 
ing just right of self-determination to 
the war-affected people. 

In fact, since 1973 Afghanistan had 
been facing a leadership crisis Imanii 
remariced in a de^to! liiart^w wim 
daily The Nation at his reuien^ it 
Hayatabad Peshawar. 

miiini, wh® remained in three dif- 
ferent regimes on the basis of his popu- 
larity among the Ghauri nationality, 
said that almost all existing leaders m 
imposed by others. He was of the firm 
belief that Afghan conflict could eas- 
ily be resolved whenever the masses 
get their just right of self-detennina- 
tion. Highlighting salient featufcs of 
his approach towards the Afghan Con- 
flict, Abdul Qadar Imami said first of 
all people from each and every district 
should be asked to nominate their rep- 
resentative to the provincial council. 
In each district, majority of people 
either belong to same community and 
tribe and they instead of political, ideo- 
logical and military aMBidibBs would 
select one among-tfictti in the light of 
his background. 

^ Abdijl Q^ar Imami said diat through 
tfeis.ex«cise each and ev«y nMional- 



ity and tribe cottld be in a better p»c«^- 
tion to get a diancc of leiKling 
country. 

Hie 20-ye^ long experience hm 
proved that Afghans couldn't assem- 
ble on one forum. Through such tradi- 



< 




Abdul Qadar Imami talking 
to Th9 Nation. 

tiona) norms and procedures, they 
could also follow the realistic approach 
of reconciliation and mutual consulta- 
tions in resolving of their internal is- 
^ies,,)i|\.reni!wked. - , . , 
Elaborating his ,point of view, _he 
said that in all over Afghanisjtan, the 
mediators md volunteers of the United 



Nations and Org^isi^on of MamH 
CounUnes are respected by the people 
and such people can visit each an^ 
every locdtity. He added fiiat such in^i 
diators first approach die people froir 
each district and province and latei 
dedaie ICtdml dt any other inqKxrta^ 
city and town a demiHtarise zone. .j_ 

Referring to the role of former kinj 
Mohammad Zahir Shah, Abdul Qad^ 
Imami said that he is considered a tnif 
Afghan and patriotic and he can play 
a key role m resolving the conflict.,,. 

In response to a question, Abdul 
Qadar Imami said that events taldqg 
place in Afghanistan since 1973 visu- 
alise that no one can govern that couc^^ 
try through forcible ways mt tiie for- 
eign countries could run (Afghani: 
Stan) affairs through imposed rulers. 
In this iJonneetion, he said that m 
those who intend to impose puppet 
regimes in Afghanistan must take a 
lesson flt)m the ft»mer British colo- 
nial rulers. 

Abdul Qadar Imami said diat inter- 
ests of Pakistan and Afghanistan are 
inter-linked. In favour of his idea, 
Imami said that Pakistan can easily 
establish a consumer martets for 
products in Central Asia. ''^ 

Likewise, Pakistan can utilise natui 
ral re.sources of Central Asian Repub' 
. lies for meeting the energy crisis. 
He also added that Afghans a^ 
also detiermined to* Safeguard inter- 
ests of Pakistan. "* 




Closure of Afghan Varsity 
puts students in trouble 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Due to lack of funds 
and resources, the Peshawar-based Af- 
ghan Refugees Commissionerate is un- 
able to reopen the Afghan University in 
the city which is the lone source of 
higher educadon for die war-affected 
Afghan youngsters. 

Thft Afghan University at Peshawar 
was established se^«ral months back by 
the Afghan Refugees Commissionerate 
with the collaboration of the United 
Nations High Comimssion for Refu- 
gees ( UNHCR). This institution was 
established with a view to provide equal 
and similar education facititi^ to the 
Afghan students wlro are imable to^ 
such facilities- 
Earlier in June 199S, die NWFP gov- 
ernment taking a serious notice of mush- 
iwra growth of Afghan educational 
institntto^ in f^vate secu^, l»d 
, dered their closure. Later the govern- 



ment agreed establishment of a single 
instttutttm with a vfew m, {Htwide eqtid 
and unanimous educational facilides to 
the youngsters. 

Besides, the UNHCR a number of 
other foreign countries and donor agen- 
cies had promised of providing funds 
and Wlp for faiwtioning of such an 
institution. But later on almost all these 
circles turned down their promises. 

However, Iffllia" die Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate, a semi-goveniment 
institution for meeting expectations of 
the Afghan youngsters established the 
University in previous April. Despite 
internal strange pulling among the Af- 
ghan leadership establishment of such a 
University was declared a big achieve- 
ment of the Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate. 

Before going to start the institution, 
Gulzar Khan Commissioner Afghan 
Refugees had held meetings not only 
with the Afghan intellectuals and pub- 



lic opinion makers but also with high 
ranking UNHCR and UNESCO offi- 
cials in a bid to ensure education to all. 

Now, when all the educjrtional insti- 
tudons had resun«d functions on com- 
pletion of the summer vacations there is 
no chances of reopening of the Afghan 
University. In this connection, Gulzar 
Khan Commissioner Af^an Refugees 
when approached confirmed Aat diey 
lacked resources. He added that salaries 
of the teachers and other employees are 
pending for die last dtiee mosidis. "I 
don't see reopening of the university in 
the near future," was reply of Gulzar 
Khan when questitmwl that whetiier 
they expect funds and reswirees fi?om 
the donor couno-ies. 

It may be ni^r^oned here that the 
closure of the lone Afghan University at 
Peshawffl- has nm only snatched livelihood 
soimxsfortotti^ediofdieiitieikctualfami- 
lies but even it has deprived thousands of 
students of education opportunities. 
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Traders condemn f 

4iMQn on Afghan, 

t0Tfansit:Tfadk 

^From Our Correspondent . ^ ? 

PESHAWAR - The two leaaing* 
. figures of Sarhad Chamber of Coitb. 
, jnerce and Industries and stalwarts <£. 
pfe^ Jfrontier Customs Agents have 
denounced the federal government*^' 
recent decision regarding restricUoiL* 
on the Afghan Tr^sit Trad^^ioej; 
^{iflded that it could cause millions 
; rupees losses. _ . -^^^ 

$ In ajointPress statement on Thy^' 
day, the SCCIejcegutiWConamilte^ 
member Zia 131 Haq Sarimdi who is 
also Patron-in-Chief of the Frontier 
Customs Agent and President Syed 
Kaleem Abbass Sheerazi have said? 
that unrealistic approach^pf ihe goy- l 
| emment billion/ of rupees losses. 
fe; Now Nawaz Sharif government 
yi^ multiplied grievances of the trad- 
^^^d losses to the national excheq-^r 
^^by imposing .a ban" on 40 more, 
ntems. As a result'of such steps, the 
present government had closed the. 
chapter of Afghan Transit Trade. 
. Mr. Sarhadi and Sheerazi said that 
"instead of imposing ban on Afghan! 
, Transit Trade, the government heeds 
,,t9^ take steps for tightening security! 
.'oh the geographical border^ of tte; 
^country. They were of the firm belief 
;jthat goverrunent's decision regard-, 
ing imposition on Afghan Transit 
llrade would affiect this province. 
Similarly, they added that it could 
enhance deficit of Karachi Port Trust 
)facl, Pakistan Railway. TTiey sug-, 
j|gesjed the government to withdraw; 
^ich a decision. , ^ 

Afghan leader 

survives 
bomb attack 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Abdul Salam 
Mohmand, a former high ranking of- 
ficer of Afghanistan has survived b^tb 
attack by unknown persons near Nadar 
Khan Keley in Khyber Agency. 

The reports from Khyber Agency re- 
veal that Abdul Salam Mohmand who 
was Deputy Chief of the Government 
Printing Press at Kabul during the re- 
gime of late Dr. Najib Ullah due to 
threats to his life at Peshawar, shifted to 
the refugees h^nlet near Malik Nadar 
Khan Keley some two kilometers from 
Landi Kotal. However, a few days ago, 
some persons felted explosive materi- 
als at his relatives house. The explosive 
material went off with a big bang but no 
loss was reported. 

As a result of such attack, uncertainty 
is being found among the Afghan refu- 
gees. Salam Mohmand was considiaedcttie 
among the active leader of former ruling 
Watan Party of late Dr. Najib Ullah. 
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Gen. Musharraf's statement an encouraging development 



Coalition govts can't 
solve Afghan imbroglio 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Dr Aman UUah 
Rasooi has said that the experiences of 
coalition governments in Afghanistan 
have failed therefore, the mediators and 
neighbouring countries need to help the 
peace-loving Afghans in formation of a 
broad*based representative government 
which could ensure return of complete 
peace and tranquillity. 

**Gen. Pervez Musharraf, new Chief 
Executive of Pakistan has made happy 
the war-affected Afghans that forma- 
tion of a broad-based representative 
government in Afghanistan was a must," 
Dr Aman Ullah Rasooi, chief of the 
Afghan Community for Peace and Na- 
tional Unity remarked this in an inter- 
view to The Nation, He was of the firm 
belief that Pakistan could further en- 
hance its image and credibility among 
the Afghans by early implementating 
Chief Executive's policy statement on 
Afghanistan. In response to a question, 
Dr Aman Ullah Rasooi said that such a 
realistic proposal of Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf could easily be materialised 
through convening a meeting of the 
traditional Loya Jirga. Elaborating his 
point further, the Afghan intellectual 
said that Loya Jirga is not only consid- 
ered a grand representative assembly of 
Afghans but each and every Afghan 
honour its decisions. 

He recalled that in past, the previous 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
brokered a coalition government of the 
jehadic leaders in 1 992 last but such a 
government instead of meeting wishes 



and expectations of the Afghans, had 
pushed them into an era of a civil war- 
like situation. As a result of such an 
unrealistic decision, the Afghans had 
suffered a lot and now deserve to be in 
peace and honour in their motherland. 

Dr Aman Ullah Rasooi who had re- 
cently returned after a detailed visit, 
said that his community members are 
scattered in Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 
Holland and other European countries. 
In this connection, he along with a de- 
tailed tour of such countries had also 
presided over several rounds of meet- 
ings in Germany. He added that in these 
meetings, he had exchanged views with 
his colleagues and supporters on a three- 
point formula of former King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah." 

Unfortunately, almost all the Afghans 
have a same idea about a negotiated 
solution to the conflict but they are 
reluctant to join each other on a single 
table for implementation of such idea, 
he remarked. In this connection, he 
added that he held detailed talks with 
his like minded colleagues and friends 
on the eve of his recent visit to various 
Eiiropean countries. Likewise, he was 
planning to hold negotiations with 
Taliban leaders to pave the ways and 
means for assembling maximum of the 
Afghans on one forum for building up a 
consensus. He was of the firm belief 
that whenever the Afghans sit across a 
table then they could easily resolve 
their internal conflicts. 

Answering to a question, Dr Aman 
Ullah Rasooi said that since a long he 
had been insisting on involvement of 



Pakistan in the peace efforts. In this 
connection, he time and again had asked 
the United Nations and other forums to 
take first Pakistan into confidence and 
later on go ahead with implementation 
of a formula which ensures establish- 
ment of a broad-based representative 
government in Afghanistan. Similarly, 
he said that Taliban also needs to be- 
come accommodative and realise needs 
of establishment of a broad-based rep- 
resentative government in Afghanistan. 

He said that each and every Afghan is 
bound to speed up efforts for rebuilding 
and reconstruction of the war-damaged 
Afghanistan which is possible only af- 
ter establishment of an acceptable cen- 
tralised authority in that country . Taliban 
need not to become narrow minded but 
they need to let the experienced, capa- 
ble and competent people of playing 
their due role in restoration of the war- 
damaged infrastructure of Afghanistan. 

In response to a question, Dr Aman 
Ullah Rasooi said that after holding 
talks with the Taliban leaders, he was 
planning to hold similar talks with the 
Pakistani authorities, particularly with 
foreign affairs expert of the proposed 
National Security Council. He added 
that such negotiations could help him in 
ascertaining Pakistani authorities point 
of views on current situation of Af- 
ghanistan. He also said that through 
such steps, he could be in a better posi- 
tion to convince the Pakistani authori- 
ties about the importance of traditional 
Loya Jirga in formation of the broad- 
based representative government in 
Afghanistan. 
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Moderate Afghans face life threats 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - In the wake of grow- 
ing terrorism and narcotics trafficking, 
the western world is struggling to con- 
vince Taliban to revise their policies but 
they have left moderate Afghan politi- 
cians, intellectuals and others who de- 
sire a negotiated solution to the conflict 
simply duless. 

Since invasion of the former Soviet 
Union in Afghanistan, the mysterious 
killings of Afghans started in the re- 
gion. But at that time, the Mujahideen 
and their supporters were secure in the 
neighbouring countries while the Com- 
munists and their subordinates have en- 
joyed whole hearted protection inside 
Afghanistfui. At that time only the na- 
tionalist and, Ocular niinded Afghan 
politicians and intellectuals were target 
by those who were sponsoring terror- 
ism. But after the end to the Cold War in 
1992, the nationalists and progressive 
leaders were assassinated. 

However, after the Talibans victori- 
ous entry into Kabul in September 1 996, 
the democrats, nationalists and Com- 
munists joined hands against Taliban 
for their safty and gaining power. Apart 
from others, those who were either de- 
manding a negotiated solution to the 
conflict or favouring formation of a 
jjroad based representative government 
in their motherland were bitterly tar- 
gets. No one can ascertain that how 
many victimed have been since Sep- 
tember 1996, but different reports re- 



veals that number of such victims large. 
From common people to prominent 
leaders are included in the list. How- 
ever, the world bodies like United Na- 
tions, Organisation of Islamic Coun- 
tries and Amnesty International are play- 
ing role of silent spectators. Since es- 
tablishment of Mujahideen government 
in general and Talibaan government in 
particular, a large number of Afghans 
have filed applications to the United 
Nations and its affiliated agencies for 
the protection and security but they 
could not get any response. Even late 

Mohammad Hasham Khan Paktyani and 
Hasham Khan, first cousin of late Presi- 
dent Dr. Najib Ullah were shot dead 
mysteriously 1998. However, recentiy 
the trend of mysterious killings has been 
changed. Apart from advocating in 
favour of a negotiated solution to die 
conflict, those who denouncing foreign 

interferences in affaire of tfieir motheriand 
arc also facing threm to their lives away 
from Afghanistaa Such people are receiv- 
ki$ anonymous telephonic calls and 
threats. Last year former Afghan Presi- 
dent Prof. Sibghat Ullah Mujaddadi has 
not only denounced die policies of 
Taliban but alleged that Taliban are 
enjoying manpower support from Paki- 
stan. Prof. Mujaddadi on third day of 
this statement flown to Denmark and 
still staying Oicre for security. 

Though Prof. Mujaddadi went to Den- 
mark but his nears and dears are living 
in Peshawar and other parts of the coun- 
try facing threats to their lives. Such 



people are unable to take part in socio- 
political activities. Apart from other 
followers and supporters of Prof. 
Sibghat Ullah Mujaddadi, his sons are 
also facing threats and anonymous tel- 
ephonic calls. 

Abdul Salam Mohmand, former 
Deputy Chief of Afghan Government 
Printing Press due to frequent attacks 
on his life, a few days ago shifted to a 
refugees camp near to Malik Nadar Khan 
Keley at Landikotal In fact, Salam 
Mohmand was a guest along with his 
wife and other family members with 
relatives but was threatened. 

Similarly, Afghan journalist Mati 
Ullah Abid living from hand to month 
and working with local Pushto daily 
and is unable to stay for more than a 
mondi atone place or locality. Likewise 
is die position of former Afghan Diplo- 
mat at QuettaMr. Humayoon Shinwari. 
Mr. Shinwari who is also affiliated with 
Afghan National Liberation Front ol 
Prof, Sibghat Ullah Mujaddadi in the 
last one year had faced many attempts 
on his life. In fact, the local civil and 
police authorities are unable to keep in 
mind security of more than a million 
Afghans residing in the city. Only the 
Afghan Refugees Commissionerate is 
responsible to look after these refugees 
and the commissionerate is facing sus- 
pension of foreign aid. In such circum- 
stances, the Afghans are only expecting 
steps for the security and protection of 
their lives from the United Nations and 
Organisation of Islamic Countries. 



Afghanistan fears 
wheat shortage 



KABUL, Oct 21: Afghan flour 
prices have risen sharply amid 
dwindling stocks after Pakistan's 
military authorities halted cross- 
border trade in the staple food fol- 
lowing military takeover in 
Islamabad, market traders said on 
Thursday. 

"Not a single truck crossed the 
border soon after the military 
takeover in Pakistan," Mohammad 
Ashoor, a local trader from Welsh 
near the southern Afghan and 
Pakistan border, said. 

He also said stocks were severely 
depleted in Welsh, from where 
imported flour is usually trucked to 
other parts of Afghanistan. 

"Before scores of trucks crossed 
into Afghanistan from Chaman in 
Quetta either legally or after paying 
the Pakistani border guards,*' he 
said. 



But he added the border police 
have been replaced by much 
tougher military personnel since 
the October 12 military takeover 
which ousted the the government of 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif. 

A Pakistan military spokesman 
was unavailable for comment. 

Local traders also said the 
Pakistan military had banned 
wheat flour imports across the 
Afghan frontier provinces of 
Kandahar and Khost which led to a 
20 per cent jump in wheat flour 
prices in Kabul's markets. 

In Kabul armed Taliban guarded 
the gate of the Baghi Qazi flour 
market ensuring individuals did not 
buy more than two sacks of flour 
while local bakers have been 
restricted to no more than five 
sacks. 

A market official said there were 



only 7,000 sacks each weighing 100 
kilo^ams left in the market while 
the flour shortage was a cause for 
concern among Kabul's impover- 
i^ed citizens. He said some people 
had already started hoarding flomr. 

"We report the situation regular- 
ly to the Kabul Municipality offices 
but to my knowledge nothing has 
been done yet," he added. Unless 
fresh imports arrived current flour 
stocks would last only a week in the 
capital, another trader said. 

Just before the military takeover 
one sack cost 1,200,000 afghani 
($25) but the price has since risen 
to 1,530,000 ($32), in a country 
where the average wage is five dol- 
lars a month. 

"We can sort of manage with the 
prices, but we hope the flour does 
not disappear from the market," 
one buyer said.— AFP 
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Polio vaccinations 
begin in Afghanistan 



KABUL, Oct 25: The United 
Nations on Monday launched a vac- 
cination campaign to immunize 
around 2.1 million children against 
polio in Afghanistan, aldiou^ the 
warring parties failed to agree to a 
truce for the campaign, U.N 
sources said. 

''Neither of the two sides have 
accepted our truce appeal and we 
have begun the operation," a U.N 
official said. 

The three-day campaign will 
cover the whole of Afghanistan, 
about 90 per cent of which is con- 
trolled by the Talijban. 

Taleban authorities have/ 
allowed aid agencies to fly vaccina'> 
tion equipment to the beleaguered 
Panjsher valley stronghold of 
main opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood north of 
Kabul and to the opposition*held 
mountainous region of the north- 
east, said Naqibullah Safi, a 
Taleban off icial. 

Most of these areas were left out 
of an earlier vaccination pro- 
gramme as supplies could not 
reach there owing to fighting and a 
Taleban ban on flights to the oppo- 
sition-held territory. 

U.N. sources estimate around 
45,000 volunteers and vaccinators 
will be involved in the vaccination 
campaign. 



Safi said Afghanistan, which has 
one of the world's highest rates of 
child mortality by poUo, would not 
eradicate polio totally until 2005 
due to its difficult terrain and 
destruction of infrastructure by 
war. The U.N. target for eliminat- 
ing the disease from the world is by 
the end of next year. 

Children below the age of five 
are targeted in the current cam- 
paign, the second round diis year. 
Thousands of children thronged to 
vaccination sites in Kabul, includ- 
ing mosques and public buildings. 

FIGHTING RESUMES: Clashes 
between Taliban militia and the 
opposition alliance resumed on 
Monday after a week-long lull, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) agency 
reported. 

It said eight people were killed 
and 12 others wounded in the fitt- 
ing overnight and Monday morn- 
ing. The two sides w^e continuing 
to exchange artillery fire, the 
Pakistan-based private news ser- 
vice reported. 

The fighting resumed after 
forces of the Northern Alliance 
mounted an attack against the 
Taliban on the Bangi front in 
Takhar province, AIP said. AIP 
said Taliban forces repulsed the 
attack after four hours of fight- 
ing. — ^Reuters/dpa 



Ex- Afghan commander 

gunned down 



By Our Staff Correspondent 



QUETTA, Oct 23: A former 
Afghan coipmander, Haji Ahmed 
Noorzai, was gunned down on 
Saturday in Chaman, a town a,t 
Pakistan-Afghan border some 
120km north of here. 

According to official sources, 
Noorzai, 40, was on his way to a 
local graveyard when two imidenti- 
fied armed persons, riding a motor- 
cycle, shot him with automatic 
weapons and killed him on die spot. 

"Haji Ahmed Noorzai received 
eight bullets on different parts of 
his body and died on the spot.** a 
senior official of the town adminis- 
tration told this correspondent 
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when contacted on telephone. 

The levies (rural police) have reg- 
istered a case against the tmknown 
attackers and launched an opera- 
tion for their arrest. 

Noorzai, a well-known Afghan 
commander who had taken part in 
Afghan war against Russians in 
Kandhar region, shifted to Chaman 
after the formation of Taliban gov- 
ernment in Kandhar and started his 
business. 

"The cause of killing can be an 
old enmity between Haji Ahmed 
Noorzai and his opponents," the 
sources said and hoped that the 
killers would be arrested very soon. 



Vaccination 
campaign in 
Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - As many as six 
million doses of oral polio vaccines 
have been distributed in all over Af- 
ghanistan and 20,000 trained volun- 
teers are ready to begin vaccinating 
children under the age of five years. 

The UN report issued here on Friday 
has revealed that to encourage fami- 
lies to come out. The three-day cam- 
paign regarding polio vaccination is 
scheduled to begin on October 25 in 
accordance with the National Immu- 
nisation Day in Pakistan. 

Giving further details of the cam- 
paign to be launched in the war-rav- 
aged Afghanistan, the report states that 
in the first two rounds of campaign in 
May and June, the UKICEF and WHO 
managed to immunise 3.6 million 
children under the age of five 
against polio which is estimated 
85 per cent under five population 
of that country. 

The agencies estimate that around 
0.6 million children from 20 districts 
couldn't immunised due to in-fighting 
between the warring factions. 

This* time, the UNICEF and WHO 
are struggling to cover these 0.6 mil- 
lion children and in this respect one 
month ago, the UN had appealed to 
both sides to observe a three-day 
ceasefire from October 25 to 27 
enabling the trained volunteers of 
meeting their responsibilities. How- 
ever, the UN is yet to get a response 
from both sides. 

*'With a ceasefire we would expect 
to vaccinate four million children. If it 
is not, we might not be able to reach 
children in parts of four provinces,*' 
said Louis George Arsenault, UNICEF 
representative for Afghanistan. 

In most polio endemic countries, 
children receive two doses of the vac- 
cine delivered at a one-month interval. 
Five high-risk countries, which include 
Afghanistan, Congo, Somalia, South- 
ern Sudan and Angola, have redou- 
bled efforts to try to eradicate the dis- 
ease. 
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Meddling in Afghanistan 
to aggravate situation 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Shehzada Masud. a 
leader of the great National United 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan has said 
that unless there is an end to foreign 
interference in Afghanistan, peace will 
remain a far cry, therefore, United 
Nations, Organisation of Islamic coun- 
tries and others need to fulfill 'their 
responsibilities in this connection. 

Through a Press release issued here 
on Sanirday. Shehzada Masud said 
toi^thc|Afghans have been deprived 
of ^efr Just right of self-determination 
by a number of war mongers who are 
playing in hands of their foreign 
financers and patronisers. Elaborating 
his point of view, he said that earlier, 
the former communists with support 
of the disbanded Soviet Union, later 
by Mujahideen and now Taliban have 
made hostages the majority of Af- 
ghans who desirous for return of peace 
and tranquility in their motherland. He 
was of the view that unless giving just 
right of self-determination to Afghans, 



no one could resolve the conflict. 

Taking advantages from internal rifts 
anriong the Afghans. Shehzada Masud 
said a number of regional, neighbour- 
ing and other countries for safeguard- 
ing its global interestshave established 
their own channels in that war-affected 
Afghanistan. 

Apart from fuelling the in-fighting 
in Afghanistan, such countries are also 
creating hurdles before the mediators, 
he added. 

Due to such unrealistic attitude and 
policies of these foreign countries and 

forces, Afghanistan is facing civil war- 
like situation from the last two dec- 
actes. He was of the view that now it is 
the high time for all of the foreign 
countries and forces to stop meddling 
in affairs of Afghanistan and let the 
Afghans resolve the conflict. 

Diverting attention towards miser- 
ies of the Afghans, Shehzada Masud 
recalled that for preventing the former 
Soviets of their access to Indian Ocean, 
the Afghans had rendered 
unprecedental sacrifices. Around 1 .5 



million Afghans have ambrassed mar- 
tyrdom. In the beginning, the Afghans 
were declared as a heroic nation by the 
west but when the America led west- 
em world materialised its long-awaited 
dream which is disintegration of the 
USSR, the heroic Afghans were left 
alone. He reminded that now Afghans 
are unable to stay in their motherland 
which had become a den of terrorism. 

Shehzada Masud said that now ma- 
jority of the Afghans have been 
dishearted of continue in-fighting in 
their motherland and they want an 
early return of peace. In this connec- 
tion, he urged the United Nations and 
Organisation of the Islamic counuies 
to help these peace-loving and demo- 
cratic Afghans in convening of an 
emergency meeting of the traditional 
Loya Jirga for finding out a negotiated 
solution to the conflict. He was of the 
firm belief that only through such steps, 
the Afghan conflict could be resolved 
otherwise flames of war inside Af- 
ghanistan could spill over its geo- 
graphical borders. 
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Osama offers conditional 
exit from Af ghanistah 



ISLAMABAD(AFP) ^ Osama bin 
Laden has offered to conditionally leave 
Afghanistan in a letter to the ruling Tal- 
iban militia, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported Friday. 

Bin Laden told Taliban chief Mullah 
Mohammad Omar he was *ready* to 
leave Afghanistan provided the Islam- 
ic militia ^undertook' to help him reach 
the place of his cjlioigB and promised 
secrecy about h\i4ntendeJ destination, 
it said. ^ , 

*I can reveal the name of the place to 
one or two people in the Islamic Emir- 
ate of Afghanistan which should not 
give out this secret to anyone else^* AIP 
quoted bin Laden as saying in the let- 
ter. 

, A spokesman for Omar told AIP the 
Taliban supreme leader had replied that 
he would convey his response to bin 
Laden after consultations over the next 
three days, the report said. 

Washington blanks bin Laden for two 
bomb attacks last year against its em- 
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania in which 
more than 200 people were killed, in- 
cluding 12 Americans. 

Soon after the bombings, the US car- 
ried out cruise missile strikes against bin 
Laden*s suspectejd training camps inside 
Afghanistan. 

The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil earlier this month told the Taliban it 
would impose sanctions if bin Laden 
were not extradited by November 14.' 

The Taliban, describing bin Laden as 
an Islamic hero and their honoured 



guest, have so far refused ti^ expel him. 

But the nwly appointedfpkliban for- 
eign minis,&r, Wakil Ahmed Muta- 
•wakkel, saidon Thursday (Ids: correct) 
that bis *top'i|)riority* wouW be to im- 
prove straini^ relations with the Unit- 
ed States anifthc Westem|iforid. 

Mutawakkel took oveEas foreign 
minister in amajor cabinep-eshuffle by 
Omar, which Analysts say^^ prompt- 
ed by international isola^ln^of the Is- 
lamic militia. ^ f 

*The western world harbours a lot of 
suspicipnsiafeegt^lhe Tal\ian. My main 
task will be tolSpove lUtse misunder- 
standings,VMu4wakke) ^aid. ' 

He said a Taliban delegation at a re- 
cent meeting with US officials in Wash- 
ington had explained that bin Laden's 
extradition was an Islamic issue and that 
Islamic scholars from Afghanistan, Sau- 
di Arabia and a third Muslim country 
should meet to find a solution. 

The US Assistant Secretary of State 
for South Asia Karl Inderfurth and the 
Taliban^s New York-based representa- 
tive Abdul Hakeem Mujahid met in 
Washington on Monday. 

The focus of the meeting was on the 
bin Laden issue, State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said later. 
* Various ideas about how to resolve our 
concerns in this area,' were discussed. 

The spokesman said Washington did 
not necessarily expect a quick resolu- 
tion of the matter. Before the Monday 
meeting Secretary of State Madeleine 
See page 
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Osama offers conditional 

exit from Afghanistan 



From page 1 

i Albright stressed that discussions on 
recognising the militia would not 
progress unless the bin Laden issue was 
resolved. 

■ *We*ve told them it will not be possi- 
ble to make progress on these issues 
until Osama bin Laden is expelled from 
the Taliban-occupied territory toaplace 
where he can be brought to justice,* she 
said. 

; Meanwhile, the United States on Fri- 
day reacted coolly to reports that Osama 
bin Laden had offered to leave Afghani- 
stan, saying he could run but could not 
escape prosecution. 

*Osama bin laden can run from Af- 
ghanistan, but he cannot hide from our 
determination to seek, justice,* State 
Department spokesman James Rubin 
said in a message to the exiled Saudi 
millionaire Washington suspects of mas* 
terminding last year* s deadly attacks on 



US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 

'We will have a long, long memory,* 
Rubin added. *He cannot hide from the 
long arm of the law.' 

Eariier Friday, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported that bin Laden had 
offered to leave Afghanistan in a letter 
to the chief of the country's ruling 
Taliban militia provided they helped 
him reach a new destination and kept it 
a secret. 

i can reveal the name of the place to 
one or two people in the Islamic Emir- 
ate of Afghanistan which should not 
give out this secret to anyone else," AIP 
quoted bin Laden as saying in a let- 
ter to Taliban chief Mullah 
Mohammad Omar. 

The United States has placed a five 
million dollar bounty on bin Laden's 
head and the UN Security Council re- 
cently voted to impt>se sanctions on 
Afghanistan unless it expelled him by 



November 14. 

Washington has been in ^ talks with 
Taliban officials on how best to deal 
with bin Laden who lives for the mo- ( 
ment in that country as a guest of the 
government but no consensus has yet 
been arrived at. 

The last such meeting occurred in 
Washington on Monday between As- 
sistant Secretary of State for South Asia 
Kari Inderfurth and the Taliban's New 
York-based representative Abdul 
HiUceem Mujahid. 

They discussed various ideas about 
how to resolve our concerns in this 
area,' Rubin said after that meeting, 
referring to bin Laden. 

He added, however, that Washington 
did not necessarily expect a quick reso- 
lution to the matter. 

* Various ideas were discussed in that 
regard ... but I can't say we know what 
the outcome will be.* 
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Training camps in 
Afghanistan 



DAWN 



PRIME MINISTER Nawaz 
Sharif could not have been 
more open than he was when 
he said that there was solid evi- 
dence to indicate that sectarian 
terrorists had received training 
in camps in Afghanistan. He 
said that the Taliban leader 
Mulla Omar had been asked to 
close down these camps and 
last week the DG ISI had visit- 
ed Kandahar to meet %he 
Afghan leader and raise this 
issue with him. Apart from sig- 
nalling a dramatic shift in rela- 
tions with Taliban-dominated 
Afghanistan — Pakistan being 
about the only country openly 
supporting the Taliban — this 
also puts the current wave of 
sectarian terrorism sweeping 
Pakistan in a fresh perspective. 
Earlier, it was the Pxmjab chief 
minister who had suggested 
much the same. But his 
remarks were followed by a 
Foreign Office statement say- 
ing that the Taliban were not 
involved in terrorist acts in 
Pakistan which, as a matter of 
fact, was not quite what Mr 
Shahbaz Sharif had said. He 
had not pointed a direct finger 
at the Taliban and indeed for 
the Taliban to be behind terror- 
ist acts in Pakistan would be 
the height of stupidity, let 
alone the height of ingratitude. 

From its point of view, biting 
the hand that feeds it simply 
would not make any sense. But 
the matter of training camps is 
different. It is a well known 
fact that since the time of the 
Soviet occupation training 
camps have existed in 
Afghanistan. Indeed, no one 
should know this better than 
the American CIA and the 
Pakistani ISI which were 
behind the funding and arming 
of the Afghan resistance. 
Although at that time everyone 
was gung-ho about the fighting 
in Afghanistan, it was suggest- 
ed even then that what was tak- 
ing place in Afghanistan would 
someday have a spillover effect 
on Pakistan. But it was not 
fashionable to heed such voices 
then and, if anything, it was the 
United States which was the 
greatest promoter of what it 
now excoriates as Islamic fun- 
damentalism'. How times have 
changed: what was good then' 
has become today an unmitigat- 
ed evil. 

However, it should not have 
taken the current wave of sec- 
tarian killings to make the gov- 
ernment wake up to this 
tmsavoury fact. A strong nexus 



exists between the Taliban in 
Afghanistan and some religious 
organizations in Pakistan. The 
border between the two coun- 
tries has become blurred with 
constant movement from either 
side across it without let or hin- 
drance or the formality of pass- 
ports and visas. It was indica- 
tive of this situation that dur- 
ing the last round of fighting in 
Afghanistan, it was reported in 
Pakistani newspapers that 
madrassahs had been closed in 
Balochistan and the Frontier 
province so that students (or 
Talibs) could go and join the 
'jehad' in Afghanistan. But 
another related fact should also 
be borne in mind. Training 
camps exist not only in 
Afghanistan. They are to be 
found in Pakistan as well. 
Various outfits now in local 
parlance called jehadi outfits 
— openly recruit volunteers all 
over the country who are then 
imparted training in these 
camps. Is the prime minister 
quite sure that the sectarian 
terrorists he has talked about 
received their military skills in 
Afghanistan alone and not also 
in Pakistan? This aspect of the 
matter should be looked into. 

But whatever the truth of the 
matter, training camps in 
Afghanistan or the 'foreign 
hand' generally whose spectre 
is invoked whenever terror 
strikes somewhere in this coim- 
try should not become scape- 
goats for our own problems. 
There has been a governmental 
failure to maintain law and 
order and provide security to 
the citizens of the country. 
Sectarian terrorism is not a 
new phenomenon. It has been 
around for some time and even 
during the tenure of this gov- 
ernment it has exacted a heavy 
toll. What has the government 
done in this regard? Are the 
police eqiiipped to handle such 
well-organized crime? Has any 
effort been made to reform the 
police force which, after all, 
has to man the forward trench- 
es in the fight against sectarian 
or indeed any other kind of 
organized violence? If there are 
outside causes of the disorder 
afflicting us, it is the govern- 
ment's responsibility to pin- 
point them as the prime minis- 
ter has done in the present 
case. But if there are inner or 
internal causes as well, the 
physician must consider the 
necessity of healing himself 
even as he looks around foi 
other medicine. 



EVER since the Soviet 
occupation, the ragged, land- 
locked area of Afghanistan 
has continued to doF" *nate 
international headli . For 
the last two decade it has 
failed to achieve the f temal 
cohesion and consensus up m 
which the successful rule of 
King 2^ahir Shah was built. 

Since the tanks rolled across its 
borders two decades back, might, 
rather than right, has dictated the 
policies of those who held sway in 
Kabul. The forcible occupation of 
the capital and the subjugation of 
the people at the point of a gun has 
been resisted irrespective of whose 
finger was on the trigger of the gun. 
The exploitation of communism, 
ethnicity and religion has failed to 
win legitimacy for those who have 
controlled Kabul in successive rota- 
tion. 

Afghanistan is a land of different 
races and different sects. Hie inabil- 
ity to acquire legitimacy through 
compromise based on the social fab- 
ric of the native sons has wreaked 
havoc. The legitimacy, which the 
rule of King Zahir Shah enjoyed, 
had much to do with allegiance by 
different local leaders to the central 
authority. Thus the tribal leaders, or 
maliks as they are locally known, 
were accepted in the grand assem- 
bly irrespective of their religious, 
ideological or ethnic backgroimds. 
This is no longer the case. Each con- 
queror of Kabul excludes the rest 
from the "grand assembly*' of deci- 
sion-makers. This leads to conflict. 
The Soviets proclaimed the 
suzerainty of the communists, the 
Rabbani rule was the rule by the 
Tajiks to the exclusion of the others. 
Now the Taliban are demanding 
subservience on the basis of their 
Pakhtoon race. This is intensely 
resisted by the non-Pakhtoons. 

Often the Taliban are at a loss to 
understand the dynamics of interna- 
tional reservations. They claim to 
have ensured peace in the country 
and of having disarmed the militias. 
But this falls far short of what is 
required: domestic consensus 
through broad-based participation. 

The lack of a legitimate govern- 
ment backed by the free will of the 
people directly or through their rec- 
ognized elders in the tribal system 
has led to a collapse of governance. 
The Taliban seek to fill the vacuum 
by physically taking control of the 
lives of an unwilling people. This 
extends to dictating what an indi- 
vidual can, or cannot, do. The worst 
hit of this totalitarian outlook are 
the Afghan women. They have had 
the right of individual choice 
usurped from them at the point of a 
gun. Hiey are individually chained 
to their homes, not free to work or 
even to choose the clothes they 
might like to wear. 



an: madressahs 
or markets? 



By Benazir Bhutto 



not the recipe to build confidence. 

The Taliban have thrived on 
importing luxury goods for 
Afghanistan and then smuggling 
them into Pakistan. That lucrative 
trade will diminish. The world 
stands on die brink of a new order. 
Under this system, customs duties 
will drop and be substituted for 
sales tax. What then will the TaUban 



As a student I learnt that Islam turn to their rulers for providing 

came to give women rights and to framework in the material world 

free women from being treated like where citizens can survive and pros- Th^ Taliban thmkmg is rooted in 

chattel, property akin to the goats per. ^ ^^1^ ^ P"sm of strategic impor- 

and cows that ancient shepherds Thus the TaUban have a lot of tance. The balance of power politics, 

owned. However, in Afghanistan, hard thinking to do. They control however, has shifted from missiles 

the wheel of history has turned once Kabul 1^ force but political control to markets. So long as Afghanistan 

again. Women, in Islamic history, and recognition has proved elusive, bristles with k^ashnikovs, its mar- 

fought wars, gave sermons from The Taliban do have a power base in ^^^^ will remain dormant and its 

mosques, wrote literature and did Kandahar. However, by overreach- rulers will grow increasingly shon of 

business. In fact, the Holy Prophet ing themselves they have made revenues. 

Mohammed himself married a many enemies. The friends they The Taliban could take a leaf out 

working woman. In Afghanistan, made in places during the hey- Indo-Pak relations. Once sworn 

that is forgotten. day of General Zia are now dead, enemies that recently nearly came 

Where did the Taliban come tired or old. Their influence witfiin ^ blows in Kar^ they are talking 

from? Twenty years earlier, their Pakistan's estabUshment is waning. ®ach other unconditionaUy. It is a 

families, often moderate, fled the The Taliban would do weU to pon- bom out of the inevitability of 

Soviet occupation. While they der the advice given them by *® market forces, which are 

fought the jihad, their sons studied Pakistan when I led the country: shapmg global politics today. The 

in madressas (schools) set up to make peace with the other impor- Taliban could take a leaf out of the 

recruit and train warriors in the bat- tant players in Afghanistan who gov- Indo-Pak dialogue. They could begin 

tie against communism. An accident erned the country along with » ^^h own sworn ene- 

of fate ensured diat diey would be President Rabbani. The Taliban mi^s and create a broad-based gov- 

brainwashed into robots by impart- make naive attempts at attracting emment. They would have to give 

ing to them die teachings of extrem- investment in the country. They some territory and power but 

dream of controlling a portion of the tbey would win stability and legiti- 
strategic flow of fuel resources to wiacy. 

East Asia and Japan in the twenti- they could just pursue die padi 
eth ^entury. But they are living in ?^ extremism and fanaticism and be 



ists. The followers of this school of 
thought are limited in number. In 
Pakistan they have never won an 
election. Nor do they believe in 



elections. They believe in seizing isolation and seclusion. Their increasingly marginalized. 



power through extra-constitutional 
means. 

When the Soviets were in Kabul, a 
diehard follower of the extremist 
and orthodox sdiool of thought was 
sitting in Islamabad. General Zia-ul- 
Haq, the former chief martial law 
administrator, came from the same 

orthodox background as Maulana 
Maudoodi's. Their fathers were 
friends. When Zia became the chief 
of army staff, he began distributing 
orthodox literature amongst the 
armed forces. I know because I was 
with my father. Prime Minister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, when he 
received the report. Prime Minister 
Bhutto sou^t to have a professional 
army and stopped its conversion on 
religious-political grounds. However, 
in 1977, Gen. Zia seized power. 
Orthodoxy became the high priest of 
the Zia era. 

m his days Maulana Maudoodi 
had /opposed the creation of 
Pakistan. He opposed partition, 
seelang to restore the pristine glori- 
ous days of Muslim rule in New 
Clelhi t^irough preaching of his 
school pf thought, conversion and 
force. An international religious 
movement was their aim. 

This is also the aim of the Taliban, 
the political heirs of the Zia and 
orthodox legacies in Afghanistan. It 
is an unrealistic dream ignoring the 
difference between the temporal 
and spiritual world. Whilst the faith- 
ful turn to God for religion, they 



grandiose vision of building 
pipelines will remain a mirage as 
long as international finance 
remains suspicious of dieir brand of 
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The Taliban thinking 
is rooted in a cold 
war prism of strategic 
importance. The bal- 
ance of power poli- 
tic^, however, has 
shifted from missiles 
to markets. So long 
as Afghanistan bris- 
tles with kalash- 
nikovs, its markets 
will remain dormant 
and its rulers will 
grow increasingly 
short of revenues. 



politics. Hosting Osama bin Laden, 
cultivating popi^ despite assertions 
to die contrary and denying export- 
ing revolution as extremism rises in 
the countries nei^bouring them is 



on 



y^Jghanistan n%ws Capping 



Taliban to seek 
ulema's advice 
on Bin Laden 



ISLAMABAD, Oct 16: Afghanis- 
tan's Taliban movement on 
Saturday rejected a UN demand to 
hand over Saudi billionaire Osama 
bin Laden and instead proposed 
that a group of Islamic scholars 
advise them on a "solution". 

It was the first reaction from the 
Taliban to the threat of UN sane* 
tions against its lifeline national air- 
line as part of a tightening world 
squeeze to force bin Laden's extra- 
dition. 

"Osama*s issue is an Islamic issue 
and the only way to resolve it is 
through a unanimous decision by 
ulema of three Islamic countries, 
including Afghanistan. Saudi 
Arabia and another third Islamic 
country," a spokesman for the 
office of Taliban supreme leader 
Mullah Muhammad Omar told the 
Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press. 

The Taliban, which swept to 
power in 1996 and now control 
some 90 per cent of the country but 
is denied world recognition. 

"Unless we have a decision on 
bin Laden, according to Islamic 
tenets, we cannot hand over Osama 
bin Laden to anyone," the 
spokesman said when asked about 
the UN Security Council sanctions 
on the Taliban, which demand bin 
Laden*s surrender for trial on 
alleged charges he plotted the 1998 
bombings of US embassies in 
Africa. 

The spokesman, speaking from 
the eastern Afghan city of 
Kandahar, called the resolution 
"unjust and cruel". "This cruel 
decision has been taken under the 
US pressure," he said. 

BACKED BY ALL COUNCIL 
MEMBERS The US initiated reso- 



lution received the votes of all 15 
council members, although 
Malaysia and Bahrain expressed 
concern about its effects on ordi 
nary Afghans. 

Diplomats said the new military 
government in Pakistan was also 
under pressure to use its key influ- 
ence with the Taliban to get bin 
Laden removed from his hideout, 
which is thou^t to be in Jalalabad, 
dose to Afghanistan's eastern fron- 
tier. 

The United States raised the 
issue, the main focus of its Afghan 
policy, in talks on Friday between 
the US ambassador to Pakistan, 
William Milam, and Chief Exe- 
cutive General Pervez Musharraf. 
Further details were not available. 

The Taliban say bin Laden is not 
engaged in any terrorist acts and is 
living in a secret location with a 
special Taliban squad of guards and 
is denied access to his satellite tele- 
phone and contact with the outside 
world. 

The sanctions go into effect on 
November 14 after a SO-day grace 
period unless bin Laden has been 
handed over by then. They require 
countries to ban flights by planes 
owned, operated or leased by the 
Taliban, and to freeze bank 
accounts and property owned or 
controlled by the movement. 

Ariana flies regularly to Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates, which 
has become its economic centre of 
gravity for a small but thriving trad- 
er elite in Kabul and other key 
cities. It also operates flights to 
India, from which it imports medi- 
cines and footwear, and occasional- 
ly flies to Saudi Arabia and to 
Germany carrying pilgrims and 
rugs for export. — ^Reuters 



Taliban seek 
good ties 
with new 
administration 

ISLAMABAD, Oct 14: Supreme 
leader of Afghanistan ruling 
Taliban Mullah Mohanunad Omar 
has expressed the desire to estab- 
lish good ties with the new adminis- 
tration in Pakistan. 

"Afghanistan as usual wishes 
maintenance of peace and security 
and presence of a strong govern- 
ment for the fraternal and neigh- 
bouring Pakistan," an Afghan 

embassy statement quoted Omar as 
saying. 

The Taliban leader blamed for- 
eign powers for not allowing 
Pakistan to establish an indepen- 
aent and strong government 

"The existent abrupt change in 
Pakistan is considered an internal 
issue of Pakistan by Afghanistan. 
However based on the prevailing 
polidcal and diplomatic atmos- 
phere and informarion on local 
media, this change in Pakistan is a 
reaction to the moves of certain 
foreign powers on the pride and 
freedom of the national army and 

government of 

Pakistan". 

Omar assured Pakistan and its 
people of Afghanistan's desire to 
have best cordial relations with 
every government of Pakistan. 

The Afghan opposition alliance 
has, however, welcomed the 
dismissal of Nawaz Sharif 
government and hoped that 
changes in the neighbouring coun- 
try could prove good for the 
Afghans.— -NNI 
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Taliban optimistic about 
solution of Osama issue 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban have 
expressed optimism about! the resolu- 
tion of the issue of Osama bin Laden 
saying the problem could certainly be 
settled if the realities are kept in view. 

"If there is a will, there is a way. There 
is no issue the world over that could not 
be resolved provided the solution does 
not go in favour of one party rather the 
rights, demands and sentiments of the 
parties concerned are kept in view. We 
have ways and means for the solution of 
the problem and we want to present 
these to the Americans during talks" 
saidTaUban Information Minister MuUa 
Amir Khan .Muttaqi in an interview 
with VOA. 

He said that ways and means should 
be found wherein the US concern is 
removed. **I am certain the issue could 
be resolved if the responsible and high- 
ranking officials of the two sides hold 
talks on it*\ Muttaqi said. 

Muttaqi said that the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan is ready for talks with 
the United States as Taliban want to 
resole the issue of Osama-bin-Laden 
through talks and consensus. "We want 
to fmd such a solution to the problem 
wherein the traditions and national pride 
of the Afghan nation is not stained and 
Islamic principles are kept in mind. We 
are ready to find a solution to the prob- 
lem and hold talks with them", the min- 
ister said. 

He said that at present, a high level 
delegation of the Islamic Emirate is 
ready to talk to senior US officials. The 
Afghans would welcome, if instead of 
exerting pressure and sounding warn- 



ing, the United States responds posi- 
tively and gets ready for talks and con- 
sensus for the basic resolution of the 
issue. 

"I think, now is the time that they 
should pay heed to the issue to find a 
solution to it. The Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan wants good relations with 
the government and people of the United 
States. We want good ties with the world 
countries and do not want to create 
problems for others" Muttaqi added. 

He asked the United States not to 
create problems for the Afghans and 
keep the problems of the Afghans into 
considerations. "We have put forward 
proposals in the past as well and the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan empow- 
ered the Supreme Court to pursue the 
case if people produced evidences in 
this regard", he said. 

He said "the Americans had until now 
been admitting that he (Bin Laden) is 
not a convict rather an accused as no 
crime has been proved against him. No 
crime has been proved against him in 
the past and the US is concerned about 
the future. 

The US should explore ways and 
means for preventing its future con- 
cern. Such ways and means should be 
explored wherein the Islamic and na- 
tional pride and Islamic law and reli- 
gious sentiments of the Afghan are kept 
in view. 

He said that the supreme Taliban's 
leader Mulla Muhammad Omar has pro- 
posed that they would respect if the 
scholars of Islamic countries sit and 
make a decision on the issue. 



Taliban order cut in opium crop 



KABUL, Oct 6; Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban has ordered opium 
growers to cut next season's crop by 
a third and appealed to the interna- 
tional community to boost aid in 
return. 

"Since the season for poppy sow- 
ing has arrived again, we are 
announcing to all poppy growers to 
decrease by a third their poppy cul- 
tivation," Taliban Supreme leader 
Mulla Mohammad Omar said in a 



Radio Shariat broadcast. "Violators 
will be ^ven legal punishment." 

The United Nations Drug Control 
Programme (UNDCP) said 97 per 
cent of this year's crop was grown in 
areas controlled by the Taliban. 

Omar said in return for annoimc- 
ing the cut in opium production, he 
hoped the world community would 
help fund public projects in 
Afghanistan and help improve its 
dire economic situation. — ^AFP 



Taliban 
execute man 
publicly 

KABUL, Oct 12: The Taliban exe- 
cuted a man accused lof murder in 
the northern dty of Mazar-i-Sharif 
in frontf of Ithousands of spectators, 
the Radio Shariat announced on 

Tuesday. 

Mohammad Qasem, accused of 
killing Mohammad Yunus, another 
local resident, was executed on 
Monday in a sports stadium with 
the approval of Taliban supreme 
leader Mulla Mohammad Omar, 
die militia mouthpiece said. 

The death sentence handed 
down by a local military court was 
carried out under the ruling of 
Qisas, the radio added, — ^AFP 
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Taliban chief orders 
poppy crop cut 

KABUL: A spokesman for the Tal- 
iban in Afglwmistan has said their 
leader, Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
has issued a decree ordering 
fanners who grow poppies to cut 
their cultivation by a third next 
year. 

The spokesman, Mullah Khair- 
ullah Khairkhwah, md those who 
do not comply will be liable to 
prosecution. He said the decree 
was a step towards eradicating 
poppy cultivation for the produc- 
tion of drugs. He said tivis could 
not be achieved immediately be- 
cause the farmers were too poor 
to grow alternative crops and ap- 
pealed to the United Nations to 
give the farmers financiil sup- 
port.— PPI 
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Taliban say UN 
sanctions cruel act 



ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: Taliban on 
Tuesday described the UN Security 
sanctions on Afghanistan as a cruel 
act, saying Osama bin Laden would 
not be handed over to the United 
States under aiiy pressure. 

An Afghan embassy statement 
ruled out Osama*s extradition and 
said only religious scholars could 
settle the issue in accordance with 
Islamic principles. 

The statement, signed by Afghan 
Charge d'affaires Maulvi Sae^dur 
Rehman Haqqani, said the United 
States had failed to produce any 
evidence about Osama's involve- 
ment in terrorism. 

••The United States was behind 
the Security Council resolution, 
threatening imposition of economic 
sanctions against the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan if bin Laden 
was not handed over to Washington 
within a month," it said. 

The statement said Bin Laden 
was not the main reason for the US 
enmity with the Taliban as the 
world people in general and 
Afghans in particular know what 
were the real objectives of the 
United States. 

"Washington is threatening to 
slap economic sanctions on the 



Taliban government in the pretext 
of human rights, women rights, 
drugs and terrorist training charges 
in Afghanistan. We are ready to 
hold talks on bin Laden issue with 
the United States or any other 
country provided they present 
arguments and proposals in this 
regard". . 

The statement said: "Our view 
is that bin Laden i$ a Mujahid who 
has taken refuge in Afghanistan. 
Now his fate is linked with the reli- 
gious decree of religious scholars. 

The United States should have 
acknowledged the valour and brav- 
ery of the heroic and valiant 
Afghan nation who inflicted a 
crushing defeat on the erstwhile 
Soviet Union, it said, adding that 
instead of extending cooperation 
and assistance to the Afghan 
nation, the United States assisted 
the terrorists, aggressors and 
oppressors by according recogni- 
tion to the so-called regime of 
Rabbani. 

The United States, the statement 
said, had not done any favour to the 
Afghans as what it did during the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was 
in its own interests as it was scared 
of the Red Army.— NNI 




Osama's handover will 

al of Islam* 

DUBAI (AFP) - The l^ader'of Afghanistan's niling Taliban militia said 
Monday that the handover alleged terrorist Osama bin Laden as demanded by 
the UN Security Council would amount to a *bctiAyal of Islam.' 

Bin Laden, who has been stripped 6f Saudi nationality and taken i^ftigc in 
Af;^am^, is 'a MusUm who tqok part in the Jihad (holy war) against the 
communists, ' Muila Mohammad Qmar said, referring to the Soviet occupation of 
the 1 980s . *To extradite him would amount to a betrayal of Islam. It would be very 
difficult for us.' tte leader of the Islamist militia which controls most of 
Afghanistan told the London-based Arabic newspaper A/-Hayar. 
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Taliban to accept 
Osama's plan to 
leave Afghanistan 

. KABUL (AFP) . Afghanistan's rui- 
mg Taliban militia said Saturday it was 
willing to accept an offer by Osama bin 
Laden to secretly leave Afghanistan 
with Its help. 

The Taliban's supreme leader Mullah 

in a statement ear- 
ned by the Pakistan-based Afghan Is- 
lamic Press, said he wanted to ensure 
Osama's statement was not made un- 
der any *fear or pressure.' 

*If there is a confirmation by Osama, 
we will not oppose his wish and con- 
sider how to arrange his departure/ the 
Taliban chief said. 

Omar vowed that the Taliban would 
never bow to any pressure nor hand 
Osama over to face a trial. 

The Saudi-bom millionaire in a let- 
ter to Omar Friday offered to leave Af- 
ghanistan on condition the Taliban en- 
sured safe and secret passage to a third 
unnapied country, according to AIR 

Os^a, who has lived in Afghanistan 
as a guest of the religious militia, is 
blamed by the United States for the 
August 7, 1988 bombings of its two 
embassies in East Africa in which more 
than 200 people were killed. 

His offer appeared to be linked to 
heightened Taliban worries over its in- 
ternational isolation and growing pres- 
sure on them to expel Osama. 

The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil eariier this month told the Taliban it 
would impose sanctions if Osama were 
not extradited by November 14. 

The demand was rejected as *unjust 
and cruer by the Taliban who proposed 
an Islamic solution to the bin Laden is- 
sue by a roundtable of religious schol- 
ars from Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and 
a third unnamed country. 

Earlier official Afghani sources said 
Taliban leaders would meet soon to dis- 
cuss Osama's offer. 

AIP quoted a militia spokesman as 
saying Omar would give a reply to Os- 
ama over the coming days after the con- 
sultation. 

NATiON 



Mutawakkil new FM, Haqqani made envoy to Islamabad 



Top-level reshuffle in Kabul 



By Nafees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Taliban's supreme 
leader Mullah Muhammad Omar 
Wednesday made major changes in his 
top level administration and appointed 
a new foreign minister of Afghanistan. 

The drastic reshuffle with some new 
appointments were made through a de- 
cree issued by Mullah Muhammad 
Omar from Kandahar, an official of the 
Afghan embassy in Islamabad con- 
firmed. The official said changes were 
made in the civil as well as the military 
setup of Taliban administration. The 
major reshuffle took place for the first 
time after the fall of Kabul to Taliban 
in September 19%. 

Maulvi Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkil 
has been made as new Foreign Minis- 
ter of Afghanistan. His predecessor 
Mullah Muhammad Hasan Akhund has 
been made deputy to the Head of the 
Supreme Council Mullah Mu^ 
hammad Rabbani. Hasan will 
be called as Cabinet Minister 
and will work as deputy head 
of the Supreme Council com- 
prising ministers. This post is 
just a new creation in the ad- 
ministrative setup of the Tali- 
ban. The post may have been 
created to check the powers of 
the Head of the Supreme 
Council and ministers. 

The new Foreign Minister, 
Mullah Mutawakkil was the 
chief spokesman of Taliban 
since the commencement of 
Taliban Movement. He is con- 
sidered a close confidant of 
Mullah Omar. He led a 
number of Taliban delegations 
to foreign countries and con- 
sidered to be very vocal on 
policy statements. Observers 
believe his appointment as 
Foreign Minister will activate 
Taliban's foreign policy. 
The new interior minister is 

now Mullah Abdul Razaq. He 

replaced Mullah Khairullah. 



Khairullah has been given the charge 
of Governor of Herat, south-western 
province bordering Iran. Mullah Abdul 
Razaq is a famous commander of Tali- 
ban. 

He was made prisoner in Mazar-i- 
Sharif during Taliban's first attempt on 
Mazar in May 1997. After his dramatic 
release from General Malik's men, he 
was made Governor of Herat province. 
He was then promoted and was made 
Deputy Defence Minister. He played a 
major role in the final fall of Mazar-i- 
Sharif last year. 

The Minister for Information and 
Culture, Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, 
was replaced by Mullah Qudratullah. 
Muttaqi has now been given the port- 
folio of the director of the secretariat of 
the President, though, Afghanistan has 
no President. 

The new Information Minister was a 
representative of Taliban Movement 
based in Quetta, capital of Balochistan 



Anti-Taliban forces claim 
capture of key areas 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghan opposition forces captured sev- 
eral towns after a heavy overnight assault on the ruling 
Taliban militia in the northern province of Samangan, op; 
position officials said Wednesday. General Sayed Hussain 
Anwari, of the anti-Taliban United Front, said the opposi- 
tion alliance captured Safed Kotal, Chabchal, Dehi, Maq- 
sood and Keshendeh in the key provincial valley of Darae 
Sauf. *The enemy was completely routed from Darae Sauf,' 
said Anwari by satellite telephone from an opposition base 
in northern Afghanistan. 

He said fighting was now going on around Sholgara dis- 
trict adjacent to Balkh province. 

Anwari said fighters from alliance members Jamiat-i- 
Islami, Harakat-i4slami. and Wahdat-i-Islami participated 
in the attack. 

Darae Sauf valley, 200 kilometers north of Kabul, is sur- 
rounded by mountains overlooking a parallel road between 
Bamiyan and Balkh provinces, both held by the Taliban 
militia. j 

Mohammad Muhaqeq, a top official of the Wahdat-i-Is- 
lami said the Taliban had been pushed back 80 kilometres 
deep inside Balkh. 



province. He also worked as director 
President's Secretariat in Kabul. 

Mullah Omar also appointed a new 
ambassador to Islamabad. His name is 
Syed Muhammad Haqqani who re- 
placed Mullah Saeedur Rehman Haqqa- 
ni. The latter has not got yet another 
portfolio and had been asked to report 
to Kandahar. 

The decree issued by Mullah Omar 
has also announced some changes in the 
military administration of Taliban. 
Some of the commanders were trans- 
ferred from their old positions and have 
been appointed as commanders of new 
military bases. 

The decree gives no reason for the 
changes that were made on Wednesday. 
Afghan analysts , however, say that 
most of the ministers were holding their 
portfolios for a long time and therefore 
the Taliban chief might have opted for 
giving them new responsibilities in the 
administration. All of the new appoint- 
ees and those who were re- 
placed, are ethnic Pashtoons. 

Mullah Amir Khan Mutta- 
qi and Mullah Khairullah 
were the Information and In- 
terior ministers since the fall 
of Kabul in 1996. Similariy 
Wakil Ahmad was regarded as 
the chief spokesman of Tali- 
ban since the beginning of the 
movement. 

The outgoing Foreign Min- 
ister. Mullah Muhammad 
Hasan Akhund, was made 
Foreign Minister last year. He 
replaced the former deputy 
Foreign Minister Mullah Jal- 
il. While Mullah Ghaus was 
made Foreign Minister 
soon after the fall of Kabul. 
His post remained vacant 
when he was made prison- 
er by General Malik in Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif. 

Though he got release from 
forces of the anti-Taliban alli- 
ance but he was given no new 
post. 
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Global isolation behind 
Taliban cabinet reshuffle 



KABUL(AFP) . Administrative and 
militaiy failures and growing interna-' 
tionai isolation were the main motives 
for this week's cabinet reshuffle by Tal- 
iban, analysts say. 

After three years in power, the reli- 
gious militia was under great pressure 
to end domestic stagnation and jettison 
a failed foreign policy. 

** Ailing foreign policy and increasing 
international isolation are among the 
main contributing factors," a western 
analyst said adding the militia "needs 
to improve its image through changes 
and reforms." 

Observers said new Foreign Minisr 
ter Maulavi Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkel, 
who replaced MuUa Mohammad Has- 
san Akhond in the reshuffle announced. 
Wednesday, was more dynamic and 
approachable. 

"This was actually the key element 
of the reshuffle and Mutawakkel is ex- 
pected to open the windows to the out- 
side world," said another analyst, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

Mutawakkel on Thursday said his top 
priority would be to remove misgivings 
about the Taliban and improve relations 
with the United States and other west- 
em countries. *The western world har- 
bours a lot of suspicions about the Tal- 



iban. My main task will be to remove 
these misundersjtandings." Mutawakkel 
told the Afghan Islamic Press. 

In the reshuffle designed to bring 
about a "better" military and adminis- 
trative order, supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar removed Informa- 
tion Minister Mulla Amir Khan Mutta- 
qi and put in his place a new face. 
Maulavi Qudratullah. 

Muttaqi was sidelined to head the 
administrative affairs department. 

Interior Minister Maulavi Khairullah 
Khair Khwa became Governor of Her- 
at and chief of military and civilian af- 
fairs of the southwestern zone. 

Mulla Abdurrazaq Akhond was 
named Interior Minister. 

Maulavi Saaduddin. deputy of pub- 
lic works, became Kabul Mayor, a job 
which requires him to clean up the mess 
in the war-battered capital. 

Maulavi Sayed Mohammad Haqani 
was appointed Ambassador to Islama- 
bad, which is the religious militia's win- 
dow to the outside world. 

The Taliban regime is recognized 
only by Pakistan. Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

For the third successive year, it failed 
to secure Afghanistan's seat at the Unit- 
ed Nations which is held by the ousted 



government of ex-president Burhanud- 
din Rabbani. 

The UN General Assembly retained 
Rabbani's representative after the Cre- 
dentials Committee endorsed the move 
on October 19. 

Observers said the Taliban's affilia- 
tion with Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden and some other Muslim funda- 
mentalist groups eroded the initial sym- 
pathy they had won for restoring peace 
and security in the war-torn country. 

*The Taliban are friendless in the in- 
ternational arena, a shortfall they have 
come to well realize," a western observ- 
er said. In the domestic sphere, the reli- 
gious militia faced sharp criticism for 
not doing enough to tackle poverty in a 
country wracked by 20 years of con- 
flict kicked off with the Soviet invasion 
of 1 979. The Taliban, who control most 
of Afghanistan, are still embroiled in a 
bloody battle with supporters of Rab- 
bani 's ex-minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. In their summer and autumn 
offensives this year, the Taliban made 
initial gains against Masood to the north 
of Kabul and in northeastern regions of 
the country only to be rebuffed by the 
opposition after heavy casualties. 

Some analysts link the changes in the 
military field command to the setbacks. 



Taliban deny sending 
militants to Chechnya 



PESHAWAR. Oct 26: Afghan- 
istan's ruling Taliban militia has 
contradicted reports that it has' sent 
militants to fight Russian troops in 
the breakaway republic of 
Chechnya, the Afghan IsTamic Press s' 
( AIP) news agency reported. 

A Taliban spokesman, Mulla 
Wakil Ahmed, told AIP from the 
militia headquarters in Kandahar 
on Tuesdat that the reports of "our 
sending 500 fighters to Chechnya 



are wrong.'* He added:"We strongly 
condemn what tte Russians are 
doing to anislamic country." 

Russia YtSLS mounted ground and 
air strikes against Chechnya to 
flush out suspected Muslim sepa- 
ratists. ♦ 

Ahmed said: **We support the 
Chechen people but we are locked 
in our own problems (and are) not 
in a position to send fighters 
there."— DPA 
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KABUL (AFP) . Leadersof Afghani- 
stan*s ruHng Taliban militia will meet 
soon to discuss alleged terrorist Osama 
bin Laden* s offer to leave the country, 
official Afghani sources said Saturday. 

The Saudi-bom millionaire, accused 
by the United States of terrorism, made 
the offer in a letter to Taliban chief 
Mullah Mohammad Omar on condi- 
tion the Taliban ensured safe and secret 
passage to a third unnamed country, 
according to the private Afghan Is- 
lamic Press (AIP). 

The sources did not say exactly when 
Omar, who is based in in the city of 
Kandahar in southern Afghanistan, 
would convene the militia* s consulta- 
tive council to discuss the issue. 

The Pakistan-based AIP, a usual 
conduit for Taliban announcements, 
quoted a militia spokesman as say- 
ing Omar would give a reply to bin 



Laden over the coming days after 
the consultation. 

Bin Laden, who has lived in Af- 
ghanistan as a guest of the religious 
militia, is blamed by the United 
States for August 7, 198B bombings 
of its two embassies in East Africa 
in which more than 200 people were 
killed. 

His offer appeared to be linked to 
heightened Taliban worries over its 
international isolation and growing 
pressure on them to expel bin Laden. 

The United Nations Security 
Council earlier this month told the 
Taliban it would impose sanctions 
if bin Laden were not extradited by 
November 14. 

The demand was rejected as *unjust 
and cruel* by the Taliban who pro- 
posed an Islamic solution to the bin 
Laden issue by a roundtable of reli- 



gious scholars from Afghanistan, 
Saudi Arabia and a third unnamed 
country. 

Washington has reacted coolly to 
bin Laden*s apparent offer. 

*Osama bin Laden can run from Af- 
ghanistan, but he cannot hide from our 
determination to seek justice,* State 
Department spokesman James Rubin 
said. *We will have a long, long 
memory. He cannot hide from the long 
arm of the law.* 

Washington has been in talks with 
Taliban officials on how best to deal 
with bin Laden, but no consensus has 
yet been arrived at. 

The last such meeting occurred in 
Washington on Monday between As- 
sistant Secretary of State for South 
Asia Karl Inderfurth and the Taliban's 
New York-based representative Abdul 
Hakeem Mujahid. 
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Taliban give positive 

response to 
Osama 's offer 



KABUL, Oct 30: The Taliban 
administration said on Saturday it 
was willing to accept an offer by 
Osama bin Laden to secretly leave 
Afghanistan with its help. 

The Taliban*s supreme leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar, in a 
statement carried by the Afghan 
Islamic Press, said he wanted to 
ensure Bin Laden's statement was 
not made under any "fear or pres- 
siure". 

"If there is a confirmation by 
Osama, we will not oppose his wish 
and consider how to arrange his 
departure," the Taliban chief said. 

Omar vowed that the Taliban 
would never bow to any pressure 
nor hand Osama over to face a trial. 

The Saudi-born millionaire, 
accused by the United States of ter- 
rorism, in a letter to Omar on 
Friday offered to leave Afghanistan 
on condition the Taliban ensured 
safe and secret passage to a third 
unnaimed country, according to AIP. 

A seiiior militia spokesman, 
Abdul tiiai Mutmaen, told AFP that 
if Bin Laden*s offer was found to be 
voluntary, the Taliban government 
would help find him a safe passage. 

"With regard to Osama*s letter 
that he intends to leave 
Afghanistan and needs assistance, 
we want to talk to him to ensure 
that his decision is voluntary and 
not out of fear," Mutmaen said. 

"If it is established that he has 
written the letter out of fear that 



the Islamic Emirate will expel or 
extradite him, we want to assure 
him that we will never do so." 

His offer appeared to be linked 
to heightened Taliban worries over 
its international isolation and grow- 
ing pressure on them to expel Bin 
Laden. 

The United Nations Security 
Council earlier this month told the 
Taliban it would impose sanctions 
if Bin Laden were not extradited by 
Nov 14. 

The demand was rejected as 
"unjust and cruel" by the Taliban, 
who proposed a religious solution 
to the Bin Laden issue by a round- 
table of religious scholars from 
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and a 
third unnamed country. 

Earlier official Afghan sources 
said Taliban leaders would meet 
soon to discuss Bin Laden's offer. 

The sources did not say exactly 
when Omar, who is based in 
Kandahar, would convene the mili- 
tia's consultative council to discuss 
the issue. The AIP quoted a militia 
spokesman as saying Omar would 
give a reply to Bin Laden over the 
coming days after the consultation. 

In Washington, the State 
Department has reacted coolly to 
Bin Laden's offer. 

"Osama bin Laden can run from 
Afghanistan, but he cannot hide 
from our determination to seek jus- 
tice," spokesman James Rubin 
said.— AFP 
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ISLAMABAD: lUiban have said that if 
the IMed States and 0^ members 
of the Securily Ck)uiwtt impose more 
sanctions on Afghanistan, it would 
further complicate the problem in- 
stead of resdving it 

"I talked to them at the UN a week 
ago and told them that such activities 
of the US would be on^ in the inter- 
ests of Iran and Russia, which want 
permanent instabilily in A^^ianistan 
while the US can get nothing out of 
r, sai4 TUiban's em^ in New Yoric 

Mauhd Abdul Hakim Mu ahid in an In- 
terview wfth the BBC. 

He^d that l)BJiban's administrar 
tipn is aware of these consultations 
and has started talks with \l\M)ington 



to prevent these sanctions. He said' 
several countarles in the Security 
CkHmdl are trying to inq^ose swne re- 
strtetions not agsdnst A^hanistan but 
for dislodging or weakening the Is- 
lamic Endrate of Afghanistan. 

This is against the principles of 
the UN Charter because these coun- 
tries ignore the Rabbani ^jvenuitent 
which they have recognized and im- 
pose sanctions against the govern- 
m«it, which they have not so far rec- 
ognized and view it like a group. 

"Wb held talks with US authorities 
formal^ and now too, our (k)ors are 
op^ to them, We have sakl that pn^ 
lems shoiiki be resoh^ through dia- 
logue and not through restriction", 



: Taliban 



Muiahidsaid. 

The United States has got closer 
to striking an agreement with other 
members of the Security Council to 
ban flights of Afigjhan Aiiana Airlines 
and freeze its assets. 

"^^^^skshington has already frozen the 
assets of the airlines and baimed 
transaction of US firms with 
Afghanistan. Russia, the iwesoit Pres- 
ident of the Security Coimdl also dis- 
likes Taliban and wants to impose 
wide sanctior^ against them. 

The factors behind such restric- 
tions have been described as pres- 
ence of Osama-bin-Laden in 
Afghanistanntiiom the US accuses of 
invobement in terrorism.-^ 



aliban pessimistic 
about seat at UN 



KABUL (AFP) - Among the 
Taliban's rank and file the cherished 
dream remains a seat in the United 
Nations General Assembly but they 
realise their chances of formal inter- 
national acceptance are slim. 

Along the front lines and in 
towns, Taliban troops talk of legiti- 
macy for the Islamic militia amid 
their conspiracy theories surround- 
ing worid intransigence and the in- 
creased isolation being faced by 
Taliban authorities. 

"Why don't you like us?" one 
soldier asks. *The enemies of Islam 
are against us," says another. 
"America does not want to see a 
pure Islamic country emerge from 
Afghanistan." 

Similar lines are repeated in the 
Taliban's capital of Kandahar 
where the chief advisor to the mili- 
tia's leadership Wakil Ahmad 
Muiawakkel says Washington is 



anti-Islamic and hiding behind is- 
sues such as terrorism. 

Only Pakistan. United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia recog- 
nise the Taliban. All three arc 
Islamic countries and US allies. A 
further 48 countries from the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) do not accept the 
Taliban. 

Sovereignty is still held by for- 
mer president Burhanuddin 
Rabanni who was ousted from 
Kabul by the Taliban in 1996 but 
continues to wage a civil war 
against the militia from the north- 
east provinces. 

This is a sore point for the 
Taliban who argue that after five 
years of war they control most of 
Afghanistan and are therefore enti- 
tled to the UN seat and the associat- 
ed benefits of that come with 
sovereignty. 
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Taliban urge 
US to talk 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Tali- 
ban, condemning the United States' 
sanctions as a futile exercise, urged 
Washington Saturday to open dialogue 
with the ruling religious militia. 

Deputy Minister of Mines and Indus- 
Uies, Mawlawi Abdul Salam Zaeef told 
journalists that it was *unfair' to hurt 
the Afghmi people with sanctions. 

^Compared to odiers, the people of 
Afghanistan are poor and hungry. It is 
unfair if more sanctions are imposed on 
them,' he said. 

*It will be useful if talks are held for 
solution of the problems,' he said, re- 
affirming that the militia was trying to 
improve its foreign relations. 

Washington this year slapped sanc- 
tions against the Taliban banning all 
US-based companies from making 
deals with the militia, accused of har- 
bouring Osama bin Laden and failing 
to curb opium production. 
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Taliban demand 
right to compete 
at Sydney Games 



KABUL (AFP) - Taliban 
sports authorities Tuesday de- 
manded the International 
Olympic Committee revise a 
decision which effectively 
barred Afghan athletes from 
competing at the 2000 Olympic 
Games in Sydney. 

The hardline Islamic rulers 
also chided the IOC and implied 
officials had bowed to US pres- 
sure after Washington slapped 
trade sanctions against the mili- 
tia for harbouring alleged ter- 
rorist Osama bin Laden. 

"The IOC is representing 165 
countries of the world and we 
call on IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch not to be 
used by one country and for the 
IOC to revise their dBciiton," 
sports minister ^ulla Abdul 
Shokour Mutmaen said. 

Three days ago thoJOC an- 
nounced that it no longer recog- 
nised the Afghan Olympic 
Committee which is run by the 
Taliban who control most of 
AFghanistan after a five year 
civil war. 

However, the IOC said 
Afghan athletes would be able 
10 compete in Sydney as indi- 
viduals and not as representa- 
tives of Afghanistan. 

Mutmaean rejected this say- 
ing any Afghan athlete taking 
part should be able to fly the 
plain white flag of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan. 

"But. I don't think the an- 
nouncement came from the IOC 
but from pressure from enemy 
countries who don't want to see 
peace and security in 
Afghanistan," he added. 

Mutmaen declined to say 
specifically that the US was be- 



hind the IOC decision but the 
Taliban's secretary general for 
the Olympics Mohammad 
Khalid said "it's possible the 
US sanctions had something to 
do with this". 

In July, Washington froze 
Taliban bank accounts and im- 
posed trade sanctions as part of 
its efforts to force the militia 
into handing over bin Laden 
who is wanted for a string of 
crimes. 

These include the bomb- 
ing of two US embassies in 
cast Africa in August 1998 
which left more than 200 people 
dead. 

"We have no limitations on 
sporli. The IOC has combined 
sport and politics when every- 
one knows they are separate. 
W^^and our athletes are sorry 
andfwe want the IOC to revise 
this {decision. 

"This year we put a lot of ef- 
fort into organising a lot of 
competition. It's the athletes 
right to take part and the IOC 
has usurped their right." Khalid 
said. 

The Taliban had planned to 
send 15 athletes to Sydney lo 
compete in athletics, boxing 
and martial arts, and Mutmaen 
said several athletes were medal 
winning prospects. 

He added that all Afghan ath- 
letes were treated with the same 
esteem and ethnic origin was 
not an issue, be they Pashtoon, 
Tajik. Uzbek, Turkmen or 
Hazara. 

"But we think the IOC has 
discriminated against us and are 
not treating us with the same es- 
teem as other countries," 
Mutmaen said. 
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Taliban vow to 
rein in terrorists 

ISLAMABAD. Oct 8: Afghanis- 
tan's Taliban movement said on 
Friday it would rein in Pakistani 
Mujahideen helping them fight 
against the Afghan opposition after 
Pakistan complained some of them 
were engaged in sectarian violence 
back home. 

The Taliban assurances came a 
day after Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif said some of the people 
allegedly involved in a wave of sec- 
tarian violence in Pakistan had 
received weapons training in 
Afghanistan. 

**Nobody has been trained in 
Afghanistan against Pakistan or 
engage in terrorism in Pakistan," 
the Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) quoted Taliban 
spokesman Maulvi Wakil Ahmed 
as saying by telephone from the 
southern Afghan town of 
Kandahar. 

"But despite that...we want to 
make it certain for Pakistani 
Mujahideen present in 
Af^anistan that Afghanistan does 
not want its soil to be used against 
any other country, and we cannot 
even imagine such a course against 
Pakistan," he said. 

Ahmed did not elaborate on how 
the Taliban would ensure the fight- 
ers did not use their skills when 
they returned home. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
told a news conference in 
Islamabad on Thursday that some 
of those arrested for involvement 
in sectarian killings had told inter- 
rogators that they had been trained 
at a camp in Afghanistan. 

He did not say who was ruiming 
that camp, but said Pakistani offi- 
cials had taken this "evidence" to 
Taliban supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar in Kandahar 
and demanded that "such camps 
must immediately be closed 
down**. 

AIP quoted Ahmed as saying 
Islamabad's complaint had not 
strained relations between the two 
sides. "We are ready for every kind 
of cooperation with Pakistan." 

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
on Wednesday rejected speculation 
in some local newspapers that the 
mainly Taliban were involved in 
the sectarian violence. — ^Reuters 
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Taliban hope UN will 
reject US sanctions 



PESHAWAR, Oct 8: Taliban mili- 
tia on Friday expressed confidence 
that the United Nations would turn 
out proposed US sanctions against 
hardline militia. 

"The United States wants to 
impose its policies by force and 
never talked with (Taliban militia 
of) Afghanistan with sincerity,'* 
Taliban's senior spokesman Wakil 
Ahmed told the private AIP news 
agency by telephone from 
Kandahar in southwestern 
Afghanistan. 

The United States on Wednesday 
asked the UN Security Council to 
impose sanctions against the 
Taliban for its refusal to turn over 
alleged Saudi terrorist Osama Bin 
Laden. 

Bin Laden has been indicted by a 
US Federal Court of terrorist activi- 
ties against the US government. He 
was accused of masterminding the 
bombings of US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania in 1998, in which 250 
people were killed and thousands 
injured. 

The US ambassador to the United 
Nations, Richard Holbrooke, pre- 
sented to the 15-nation council 
Wednesday a draft resolution call- 
ing for a ban on Taliban aircraft 
from taking off or landing in the 
countries of UN members. The 
draft also demanded a freeze on 
bank accounts, funds and property 
under the control of the Taliban. 

It demanded that the Taliban to 
stop giving "sanctuary and training 
for international terrorists and their 



organizations" and to ensure that 
Afghanistan is not used as a base 
for terrorist organizations and 
camps, or for the preparation of ter- 
rorist acts. 

The draft called on the Taliban to 
comply promptly with UN resolu- 
tions and turn over bin Laden 
"without fiuther delay'* to a coun- 
try that has taken appropriate steps 
to bring the fugitive Saudi to jus- 
tice. The name of the country .was 
not given. 

Ahmed warned that the proposed 
US sanctions would make things 
worse for 'the Afghan people as a 
whole. "We are ready for talks on 
all issue?. We condemn terrorism in 
all forms," he added. 

The Taliban official also dis- 
missed reports that the Taliban 
were using Ariana airlines for drug- 
trafficking. 

Militia's leader Mulla Omar 
recently decreed that poppy grow- 
ers in Taliban-ruled areas should 
reduce their cultivation by one- 
third, according to Afghan Islamic 
Press (AEP). 

The verdict, broadcast by 
Taliban-run Radio Shariat, warned 
of severe punishment for die farm- 
ers who defied the orders from the 
leader of militia. 

Omar said Taliban administration 
"is ready to cooperate with interna- 
tional anti-drug agencies for the 
complete elimination of poppy from 
Afghanistan provided they launch 
projects for the welfare of our farm- 
ers."— DPA 



Taliban ask 
Pakistan not to 
impose ban on ATT 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) Taliban au- 
thorities in Afghanistan have asked Pa- 
kistan not to impose the proposed ban 
on the Afghan Transit Trade. 

The demand was made when the 
NWFP government proposed to ex- 
clude another 40 items from the list of 
Afghan Transit Trade owing to the 
smuggling of foreign goods to Pakistan 
causing great losses to the Pakistani 
companies. Islamabad has recently 
complained about the increasing smug- 
gling to Afghanistan. 

Although senior spokesman of the 
Taliban Maulvi Wakil Ahmed Muta- 
wakel did not reject the smuggling of a 
number of goods to Pakistan, he said it 
IS the duty of Pakistan government to 
monitor the border. He said Afghani- 
stan and Pakistan governments have 
held talks on the issue and would hold 
further talks. "Both the sides have their 
own arguments but I think we would 
eventually reach a conclusion to resolve 
the problems of the people of the two 
countries", Mutawakel said in an inter' 
view witk^the BBC. ' 

He said that Pakistan authorities ob- 
viously af:gue that some Pakistani com- 
panies are running in loss and said that 
Afghanistan should import only those 
items required by it. But Afghanistan 
is of the view that it should import what- 
ever it deems necessary and it is the re- 
sponsibility and duty of the Pakistan 
government to monitor the border, he 
observed. 

NATION 
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Taliban reject US criticism 
over women's rights 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban on 
Sunday ejected US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright*s criticism of wom- 
en' s rights in Afghanistan as slander. 

Albright was spreading ^slanders' by 
frequently raising the issue of the Af- 
ghan women in a bid to pursue her own 
political objectives, the militia's offi- 
cial organ, the Shariat weekly, said. 

it will be true if we say that she uses 
human rights as a political shield and 
politically manipulates the issue/ it 
said. 

Albright, addressing the California 
Governor' s Conference for Women last 
Tuesdav, accused the Taliban of treat- 
ing women as chattel. 

She condemned the Taliban for be- 



ing *determinedtodrag Afghan women 
back from the dawn of the 2 1 st century 
to somewhere closer to the 1 3th.' 

Shariat argued that women in 
Taliban-ruled Af^anistan.commanded 
respect. 

*She should understand that the Af- 
ghan woman is the most dignified 
woman the world over. In the light of 
the Islamic Shariah law she is kept in 
high esteem. 

*She enjoys complete dignity and 
protection and is not used as an animal, 
which was the status of women in the 
medieval west/ it claimed. 

The Taliban militia, emerging from 
religious schools in southern Af- 
ghanistan and Pakistan five years 



France providing aid 
to opposition: Taliban 



KABUL, Oct 9: Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban have accused France of 
sending military assistance to oppo- 
sition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, official sources said on 

Saturday. 

Heywad, an official newspaper of 
the ruling militia, also said a cargo 
plane had flown the aid to Kolyab 
airbase in neighbouring Tajikistan, 
which the Taliban says is used by 
Masood to get military supplies in. 

"According to the local media 
reports, France has provided finan- 
cial and military aid to the opposi- 
tion of the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan," the daily said, with- 
out giving specific details. 

"The said assistance has been 
sent aboard a transport plane to 
Kolyab in Tajikistan," said the 
newspaper, published here. 

The Taliban militia, which con- 
trols most of Afghanistan, started 
openly accusing Paris of backing 
Masood last month after a visit by a 
political delegation from Paris com- 
prising two right-wing figures to 
opposition areas. 

The French foreign ministry then 
issued a statement saying the visit 



to Masood's stronghold of Panjsher 
Valley, 100 kilometres north of 
here, by Brice Lalonde from the 
Generation Ecologie party and for* 
mer finance minister Alain Madelin 
from the Democratic Party was a 
private undertaking and not offi- 
cially authorized. 

"Observers believe that Masood 
has for long been in contact with 
France and Russia, without the 
assistance of which he cannot sur- 
vive,*' the daily said. 

The militia's Radio Shariat also 
claimed on Friday night that senior 
officials from Iran, Russia and India 
met recently in Kolyab to coordi- 
nate their aid to the opposition 
leader. 

The Taliban accuses the three of 
supporting Masood. 

The meeting focussed on how to 
help Masood protect his domain 
from the attacking Taliban forces, 
it said. 

According to the station, Moscow 
undertook to send more military 
supplies, Tehran promised to 
offer more financial and logistic 
assistance and India to give "other 
aid".--AFP 



ago, has imposed an ultra-orthodox 
interpretation of Islamic Shriah law 
in most of the country under its 
control. 

The Taliban auth6rities have 
banned women from work and edu- 
cation and forced them wear an all- 
body enveloping garment called 
burqa when venturing outside their 
homes. 

Accusing Albright of distorting 
events in Afghanistan and spreading 
*poisonous propaganda* to hatch *con- 
spiracies* against the Taliban, the 
weekly said if she really sympathized 
with Afghan women she should have 
sent them some medicines, clothes and 
food. 



Kabul ready 
for talks on 
terrorism 

ISLAMABAD, Oct 11: The 
Taliban leader said on Monday he 
was ready for talks with anyone on 
the fi^t against terrorism, but he 
demanded that a clear distinction 
be made between terrorists and 
freedom fighters. 

"The Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan is ready to engage in 
talks with everyone on combating 
terrorism in the world," MuUa 
Mohmammad Omar said in a state- 
ment carried by the Pakistan-based 
Afghan Islamic Press ( AIP). 

But he added that tlie trend "not 
to distinguish between terrorists 
and Mujahideen (freedom fighters) 
is something distant from justice." 

The United States and other 
countries should "stop maligning 
Mujahideen as terrorists," he said. 

" Afghanistan has never been a 
centre or sanctuary of terrorism in 
its history. We are neither terror- 
ists nor do we support any terror- 
ism," the Taliban's Amirul 
Momineen said. 

Omar's statement contained no 
reference to Islamabad's concerns 
over involvement of militants 
trained at camps in Afghanistan in 
sectarian violence in Pakistan. 
—AFP 
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n his address to the nation 
on 17th October 1999, the 
Chief Executive of the Is- 



lanuc Republic of Pakistan General 
Pervez Musharraf made a very im- 
portant foreign policy statement. "I 
wish to reassure the tntemational 
community that there is no change in 
our foreign policy. We will continue 
to honour international obligations 
and commitments as in the past. It 
will remain our constant endeavour 
to promote peace and stability in our 
region. 

We would like to maintain our abid- 
ing policy of friendship and co-op- 
eration with all countries. The 
strengthening of brotherly ties widi 
the Islamic countries will be a central 
pillar of our foreign policy. We shall 
continue our efforts to achieve a just 
and peaceful solution in Afghani- 
stan. We wish to see a truly repre- 
sentatixe government in Kabul. We 
will maintain and further reinforce 
our traditional and time-tested friend- 
ship and co-operation with China. 
We attach the highest importance to 
our friendly relations with all major 
powers, especially the United States." 

In the backdrop of the above frame- 
work, it is intended to analyze the 
present stalemate in Afghanistan, 
both on the military and political 
fix)nt$, and try to seek a practical 
solution which is '*just and peaceful*' 
and helps in the establishment of "a 
truly representative government in 
Kabul," 

As stated by Foreign Secretary, 
Shamshad Ahmed Khan, repeatedly 
the establishment of peace in Af- 
ghanistan is a priority of Pakistan's 
foreign policy agenda as it is vital not 
only reasons of national security but 
also because it is a land link with the 
Central Asian Republics, trade with 
which holds the key to Pakistan's 
economic progress and development 
during the days ahead. Those regional 
and internationals who would not 
likt to see PakisCan progress are com- 
pounding the problems in Afghani- 
stan, including the present civil war 
which has defied any solution either 
through dialogue or war. 



One does not have to go into the 
history of the series of political dia- 
logue, agreements, declarations and 
proclamations of peace made during 
the last ten years. Since the with- 
drawal of the Soviet forces from Af- 
ghan soil and the signing of the Ge- 
neva Accord, differences over shar- 
ing of power between various ethnic 
factions eventually led to wariordism. 
The subsequent civil war pushed the 
country into a socio-economic col- 
lapse - industrial units were razed to 
the ground, universities and colleges 
were vShut down, hospitals were 
bombed and the traditional tribal so- 
cial order gave way to wariordism. 
Whether it is Afghanistan, Iran. In- 
donesia or Pakistan you cannot keep 
the masses to accept tyranny forever. 
This was the force which gave birth 
to the Taliban movement. 

Last year, the Taliban stormed into 
the northern city of Mazhar-e-Sharif 
bringing to an end the bulk of the 
resistance offered by the Northern 
Alliance led by Professor 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. Most of us 
seem to have forgotten that the Paki- 
stan Embassy at Kabul was torched 
and razed to the ground during the 
Rabbani regime. Prof Rabbani had 
declared in Mecca that he would step 
down from the Presidency at the end 
of his term, but blinded by power, he 
went back on his words after reach- 
ing Kabul. Tlie rest is history. 

After the fall of Mazar-e-Sharif 
and end of resistance to the Taliban 
in the Hazara dominated province of 
Bamiyan, the backbone of Hizb-e- 
Wahdat, was also brought into the 
fold by the Taliban. Out of 32 prov- 
inces. 28 came under the Taliban 
administrative control where law and 
order was restored and life was 
brought to normalcy. The main 
method of doing so was by disarming 
the people. By putting an end to vio- 
lence and also providing clean ad- 
ministration free of corruption, the 
Tal iban earned support of the masses. 

The ground reality and the peace 
under Taliban mie should have been 
enough to convince the UN and world 
powers but vested interests influence 
the US dominated UN to continue to 
recognize the ousted Professor 
Rabbani 's as the legal government of 
Afghanistan. Ignoring the Taliban's 
claim on various grounds such as 
violation of human rights, denying 
education and jobs opportunities to 
women, and fmally promoting ter- 
rorism with reference to the protec- 
tion provided to Osama Bin Laden 
by the Taliban. The West does not 
pay any heed to the pumping in of 
military hardware to Ahmed Shah 
Masood, the only remnant of the 
Northern Alliance. 



The Afghan Foreign Minister 
Mullah Mohammad Hassan high- 
lighted this situation on 1 9th August, 
1998 at a Press conference, attended 
by representatives of the UN special 
mission for Afghanistan, BBC, 
French Press, and other members of 
the international media. Mullah 
Hassan held foreif n intervention to 
be responsible for the ongoing mili- 
tary and political stalemate in the 
country* He pointed his finger at In- 
dia, Rtissia» and Iran. He said dozens 
of senior Indian army officers and 
technicians assist Ahmed Shah 
Masood inside Afghanistan and New 
Delhi provides funds to support the 
Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
embassies and other missions abroad 
while Rabbani himself is unable to 
make his two ends meet 

There was ample evidence, accord- 
ing to the Taliban Foreign Minister, 
which proves diat nulitary support is 
coming from Moscow both through 
land and air to anti-Taliban forces in 
Afghanistan. Mullah Hassan also al- 
leged that Iran was also openly fol- 
lowing the policy of overt interfer- 
ence in the internal a^airs of Af- 
ghanistan through large scale supply 
of military hardware to Hazara Jatt in 
Bainiyan province and also to die 
Northern Alliance. Mullah Hassan 
deplored that the international com- 
munity had not raised a finger to stop 
this foreign intervention. 

The reported capture of Iranian 
military hardware at Mazar-e-Sharif 
and similar military equipment de- 
tected in Kirgistan on its way to Af- 
ghanistan don't leave much doubt 
diat but for this outside military sup- 
port and diplomatic umbrella pro- 
vide^ by the UN, USA , Russia, India 
and other w^tem countries, the 
present resistance by Ahmed Shah 
Masood would hfive ended long ago. 
The Northern Alliance at the politi- 
cal level has already virtually crum- 
bled with the retirement of old jehad 
leaders like Nabi Mohammadi, 
Younas Khalid, andOulbadinHikmat 
Yar, who are leading luxurious lives. 

At present it is only Ahmed Shah 
Masood's guns, which are prevent- 
ing peace in Afghanistan. All the 
allegations made by India, Russia, 
Iran, and in a subtle way by USA 
about Pakistani military intervention 
in Afghanistan have been belied by 
no less a person than Ahmed Shah 
Masood himself, who, only a week 
ago declared that th^re was no Paki- 
stan military presence inside Af- 
ghanistan. 

This proves beyond any doubt that 
Pakistan is held in resp^t not only 
by the Taliban but also by the oppos- 
ing factions, presently symbolized 
by Ahmed Shah Masood. 



o further strengthen this credibil- 
ity, Pakistan's Foreign Secretary 
Shamshad Ahmed Kh^ held a Press 
briefing, recently, where he stressed 
upoii the Taliban leadership to move 
towards the establishment of a repre- 
sentative government at Kabul in 
accordance with the Afghan policy 
initiative stated in General 
Musharraf s address on I'Zth'Otio-' 
ber,1999. 

As a gesture of goodwill and dem- 
onstration of confidence building, 
the Taliban are reported to be volun- 
tarily pulling back from certain areas 
of advantage in Taliqan and other 
vital points which were designed to 
besiege Ahmed Shah Masood forces 
in his strong-hold of Panjsheer val- 
ley. It indicates a desire on the part of 
the Taliban not to push a military 
decision during this winter and pur- 
sue a policy of dialogue with Ahmed 
Shah Masood. 

It is hoped that taking advantage of 
the trust that Shamshad and Rustam 
Shah enjoy with Masood as well as 
with Mullah Omar at Qandahar, Gen- 
eral Musharraf s vision about the 
dawn of a permanent peace in Af- 
ghanistan may come true before the 
winter is over. In this connection the 
Taliban have already inducted four 
Cabinet Ministers at Kabul from the 
minorities: two Tajiks, one Uzbek, 
and 6ne from Hazara Jatt represent- 
ing Hizba-e-Wahdat. I believe that 
the Taliban were not averse to the 
idea of including more rejMresenta- 
tives from these minorities provided 
such candidates repent their past acts 
of omission and conrunission against 
the Afghan people and were willing 
to join the regime at Kabul with a 
clean conscience. 

The present complexion of the eth- 
nic groups according to 1990 esti- 
mates is: Pukhtoon 48 per cent, Tajik 
20 per cent, Uzbek 15 per cent, 
Hazrah 7 per cent, other miscellane- 
ous groups 10 per cent. To demon- 
strate the representative nature of the 
Taliban state structure, out of 28 prov- 
inces presently under control of the 
Taliban only 17 governors are 
Pukhtoon whereas 1 1 governors are 
from various ethnic minorities. The 
remaining four provinces under} 
Northern Alliance also have non- 
Pukhtoon governors making the to- 
tal of 15 ethnic minority governors 
out of total of 32 governors, which is( 
fairly balanced representation hav- 
ing nearly 50 per cent Pukhtoon 
and 50 per cent non-Pukhtoon gov- 
ernors. ) 

The Taliban government cannot 
be blamed for having a totally parti-, 
san setup which denies due recogni-. 
tion to the other ethnic group in ac-' 
cordance with their respective popu- 
lation ratio. The present stalemate on> 
the battlcfront, therefore, offers a^ 
good opportunity to the Taliban to' 
show magnanimity and large- 
heartedness towards the minority eth-* 
nic groups even at the cost of offer-j 
ing some sacrifice for the larger gooo 
of the Afghan people and establish- 
ment of peace in the war ravaged^ 
country. i 
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JTaliban ask Pakistan not to 
impoise ban on transit trade 



ISLAMABAD: T^iaiban authori- 
ties in Afghanistan have asked P^- 
istah not U> iinpQse the proposed 
ban on Ai^animnsit IVade. 

The demand was made when the 
NWFP govenumnt proposed to ex- 
clude another 40 items from i^e list 
of Afghan IVansit Trade bii^ng to 
the smuggling of foreign goods to 
Pakistan causing great losses to the 
IWstani companies! Islamabad has 
recently complained about tlie in- 
creasing smuggli%^6f the i^ems. 
being taken to Afpanistan under 

the Afighan Thtti^ lirade. ^ V 
. . Althou^ a senior spokespmah of 

the Taliban, Maulvi IflTakil Ahmed 

MutawakU, did not nject the sm^g- 

^iing of a; number of goods to ?ifk- 

istan but said it was the duty of P^- 

istan government to monitor the 

border; He said the Islamic Emirate 

of Afghanistan and Pakistan goV* 

ernment have held talks on th^ 

issue and would continue the same 

in the future. n \ 

"Both sid^ have their own iugu*^ 
ments but, I think we would 'eyentu- 
ally reach a conclusion to resolve 
the problems of the people of the 
two countries," Mutawakil said in an 
interview: with the BBa 

He saU that PtOd^ 
obvioui^ argue that some Pakistoii 
companies were running in loss and 
said that Afghanistan should import 
only those items required by it. But 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
is of the ^ew that it should import 
whatever it deems necessary and it 



is the responsibility and duty of the 
Btotan government to monitor the 
border, he observed, 

Afghanistan, he said has borders 
with a number of countries and it is 
a general practice that the countries 
do free trade with each other. "It 
does not mean that we should im- 
port only those items which are 
used in Afgjianistan. It is their duty 
to supervise their border," the 
spokesman said. 

He said that Taliban have held 
high-level and low-level talks with 
Pakistan on the issue. ^ 

"We have time and again got 
goods reli(ased yrom the Pakistan 
governmek. have discharged 
our responsibility to every possi- 
ble extent. We would use every pos- 
sible mean to resolve their prob- 
lems," said Mutawakil. 

He said that he did not think the 
imposition of ban on the Afghan 
transit trade would be Pakistan's 
final decision because they are at 
war witii India but are continuing 
trade with them. Simiiferly, 
Afghanistan too assume the status 
of a bridge for Central Asia. The 
people of Afglianistan and Pakistan 
are brothers and need each other, 
he argui»(l. 

He tlLs[)t»lled tlie impression that 
l*akistun'» steps would have any 
link with the US decision to slap 
economic sanctions on the student 
militia because the issue of Afghan 
transit trade has been continuing 
since long.— -NNl 



Kabul rejects us 
criticism over women 



KABUL, Oct 10: The ruling 
Taliban militia on Sunday rejected 
US Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright's criticism of women's 
rights in Afghanistan as slander. 

Albright was spreading **slan- 
ders" by frequently raising the 
issue of the Afghan women in a bid 
to pursue her own political objec- 
tives, the militia's official organ, the 
Shariat weekly, said. **It will be true 
if we say that she uses human rights 
as a political shield and politically 
manipulates the issue," it said. 

Albright, addressing the 
California Governor's Conference 
for Women last Tuesday, accused 
the Taliban of treating women as 
chattel. 

She condemned the Taliban for 
being "determined to drag Afghan 



women back from the dawn of the 
21st century to somewhere closer 
to the I3th." 

"She should understand that the 
Afglian woman is the most digni* 
fied woman the world over. In the 
light of the Islamic Shariah law she 
is kept in high esteem. "She enjoys 
complete dignity and protection 
and is not used as an animal, which 
was the status of women in the 
mediaeval west," it said. 

Accusing Albright of distorting 
events in Afghanistan and spread- 
ing "poisonous propaganda" to 
hatch "conspiracies" against the 
Taliban, the weekly said if she real- 
ly sympathized with Afghan 
women she should have sent them 
some medicines, clothes and 
food.— AFP 



Taliban flay 
France for 
military aid 
to opposition 

KABUL, Oct 20: The Taliban 
have accused France of sending 
two plane loads of military aid to 
opposition leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood, official sources said in a 
report published on Wednesday. 

The official Taliban Shariat 
weekly said two planes had airlift- 
ed aid to Kulyab airbase in neigh- 
boiiring Tajikistan, which the 
Taliban believe Masood uses as a 
supply base. 

"According to a reliable news 
agency, two planes carrying arms 
and ammunition landed in Kulyab 
airport," it said. No independent 
confirmation was immediately 
available, but a spokeswoman for 
the French foreign ministry in 
Paris denied the report. 

Shariat said the French military 
supplies arrived at opposition 
bases after a senior delegation 
from Masood visited Paris to seek 
"urgent military aid", the weekly 
said. They were then taken to the 
Panjsher Valley or to Taloqan, two 
remaining strongholds of the anti- 
Taliban groups battling the militia 
in northeastern Afghanistan, it 
added. 

"We deny the allegations about 
any French military aid to com- 
mander Masood," said French for- 
eign ministry spokeswoman Anne 
Gazeau Secret. 

"Because of the humanitarian 
crisis caused by the Taliban's 
offensive in the Shamali region 
last july, France sent on Aug 12 a 
plane loaded with humanitarian 
aid to Dushanbe. "This aid was 
taken by a non-governmental orga- 
nization in the Panshjer and dis- 
tributed," she added. 

However, it was not the first 
such accusation by the Taliban. 
Earlier this month another Taliban 
official daily alleged that French 
aid for Masood had reached 
Kulyab airbase aboard a cargo 
plane. — ^AFP 
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Taliban offer to 
negotiate with 
US on Osama 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban militia on Saturday said it 
was ready for talks with the United 
States on the thorny issue of Osama bin 
Laden. 

Information Minister MuUa Amir 
Khan Muttaqi said in a statement that 
the Taliban wanted the issue to be re- 
solved through high-level negotiations. 

*The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
is ready to talk with the United States 
on the issue of Osama bin Laden/ he 
said, adding Kabul favoured good rela- 
tions with Washington. 

*We want the issue of Osama bin Lad- 
en to be resolved in a way in which the 
Islamic laws and Afghan culture are 
respected and the United States' con- 
cerns are also completely satisfied,' the 
minister said. 

He said the Taliban, who control most 
of Afghanistan, would welcome it if 
Washington proposed a negotiated set- 
tlement instead of *threats and pres- 
sure'. 

Osama, who has been indicted in the 
United States for his alleged role in the 
August 1998 bombings of US embas- 
sies in Kenya and Tanzani, lives in Af- 
ghanistan as a 'guest' of the Islamic 
militia. 

On October 15, the UN Security 
Council asked all countries to freeze 
funds and ban the Taliban aircraft un- 
less Osama was handed over by No- 
vember 14. 

The Taliban militia rejected the de- 
mand and called the sanctions 'cruel and 
unjust.* 

Taliban Foreign Minister Mulla Has- 
san, in a letter to the UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Anan, has said handing over 
Osama was like 'giving up one of the 
pillars of Islam.' 

NATiON 
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* Osama not being 
handed over to US 



KABUL, Oct 28: The Taliban on 
Thursday denied reports they were 
poised to hand over jOsama bin 
Laden because of US pressure and 
the threat of imminent UN sanc- 
tions. 

"There has been no such agree- 
ment,'* newly appointed Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil Muttawakil 
told the independent Afghan news 
agency, AEP. 

"The reports which say that 
Taliban are about to hand over 
Osama or extradite him are totally 
baseless. We have no intention as 
such," said Tayeb Agha. a Taliban 
spokesman reached by telephone in 
the movement's southern city of 
Kandahar. • 

He was reacting to reports which 
said that the Taliban and the 
United States had reached agree- 
ment under which Bin Laden, who 
is living in hiding in Afghamstan, 

ifwM be hiudde^ over to f^<» ttiij^ 

,CCW?W»li$? AliihiBtftistan's new 
foreign minister Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakkel said on Thursday that 



his top priority would be to remove 
misgivings about the Taliban and 
improve relations with the US and 
other western countries. 

"The western world harbours a 
lot of suspicions about the Taliban. 
My main task will be to remove 
these misunderstandings," Mutawa- 
kkel told the Afghan Islamic Press. 

Mutawakkel, a former adviser 
and chief Taliban spokesman, 
replaced MuUa Mohammad Hassan 
Akhond in a major reshuffle 
announced by the militia's chief 
Mulla Mohammad Omar on late 
Wednesday. ; ' 

He said Taliban policies had been 
"mistepresmitcfd'' and a Viiistorted'' 
view abbiit the militia had been 
projected abroad. 

"We are part pf this world and we 
want to live together with others,'* 
he told the news service.^ 

Calliiig for better ties with 

tieii«liN^^^ ll^awaklcel 
said: "1 will exert sped^ efforts to 
improve our relations with the 
United States."— AFP 



ex- 



KABUL, Oct 26: Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban on Tuesday protest* 
ed to UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan over giving the Afghan seat 
at the world body to the govern- 
ment they had ousted^iour years 
ago. 

In a letter to Annan, Talibati 
Foreign Minister Mulla Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund also accused the 
UN of treating the Taliban unfairly 
despite its control over most of 
Afghanistan, including the capital, 
Kabul. 

" The United Nations has never 
ever issued a just decision regard- 
ing Afghanistan," he said in the let- 
ter, released here. 

The letter condemned the UN 
Credentials Committee's decision to 



regime 

recognize the government of ousted 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani 
once again as a "disrespect and 
insult" to the Afghan people.^ 

"Such decisions will further , 
embolden(the opposition battling 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
(estabHshed by Taliban) and will 
thus hSp continuation of fighting in 
Afghanistan," it said. 

"This would further discredit the 
world body, which is not on good 
terms vdth tfie Taliban over various 
issues. 

"It is a matter of regret for the 
Islamic Emirate and the people of 
Afghanistan to hear that 
Afghanistan's UN seat has been 
given to the ousted regime of 
Rabbani for another year." —AFP 
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Repatriation | 
of Afghans | 
continues i 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Repatriation of the 
refugees from both the neighbouring 
countries of Pakistan and Iran is in 
progress. ' 

However, the repatriation of refugees 
from Pakistan is voluntarily while Ira- 
nian authorities are forcibly evicting 
the Afghans. According to the UN 
weekly update issued here on Wednes- 
day, 610 Afghan refugees families re- 
turned from NWFP to Afghanistan in 
return of the UNHCR standard repatria- 
tion package in Jalalabad and Khost. 
Another 940 individuals have returned 
from Baluchistan province to their ar- 
eas of origin in Jowzjan, Balkh, Faryab 
and Kandahar provinces in northern 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, some 3,300 unregistered 
Afghan refugees returned from Iran, 
through Islam Qala border. An addi- 
tional 639 individuals returned volun- 
tarily. Some 1 ,600 individuals returned 
via this border. The report further states 
that the deportations from Iran also con- 
tinue. 102 families along with 2,274 
individuals were deported via Nalooki/ 
Zaranj border between Afghanistan and 
Iran. 

Besides encouraging the repatriation, 
the UNHCR is also struggling encour- 
age of their reintegration. In this con- 
nection, a project that assisted 121 
returnees to build shelter in Anbar Khana 
village ofNangarhar was implemented. 
Another shelter project for 258 returnee 
was undertaken in Ghorian district of 
Herat province. 

DAWN 



Over 500 
refugees return 
to Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - More than 500 Af. 
ghan Refugees on Thursday returned to 
their home village inside Afghanistan 
alter remaining in ex0e for a period of 
one year in Pakistan, states the UNHCR 
Press release issued hem on Thursday. 

The Afghan refugees have been $ent 
back to their modieriand through the 
UNHCR provided trucks. 27 trucks car- 
rying the returning refugees and their 
belongings, departed at the day break 
from Azakhel and Mera Kachori refu- 
gees camp of Nowshera district and 
entered Afghanistan this morning via 
Toitham border, it added. 

The majority of the refugees m re- 
turning to village Batikot near Rodat in 
the bolder Nangarhar province. The 
refugees have availed the UNHCR 
standard repatriation package which 
includes Rs 5,000 cash amount, 300 
kilograms of wheat and oi«^ plastic sheet 
for each family. 

Similarly, the refugees are ensured 
potable water and shelt^ in their home 
villages. A field team of the UNHCR 
Sub-Qftice Jalalabad escorted die re- 
turning refugees to dieir homes. The 
latest ^parture brings the total number 
of refugees from North West Frontier 
Province to 55,500 in current year. 

NATION 



;Afghans mum over 
; Shujat, Shahbaz's 
allegations 

from Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR -Although the state- 
ments of Punjab Chief Minister Shah- 
baz Sharif and Federal Interior Minis- 
ter Shujat Hussain regarding increasing 
terrorism in Afghanistan were widely 
debated among Afghans yet majority of 
them is reluctant to comment on tiiis 
issue. 

j Most of the leading Afghan elites and 
intellectuals are either on foreign visits 
or rductant to exi»ess their views on 
this matter. In fact, their 20-year-long 
experience pioved that polidpians have 
no any role in running Afghan affairs 
tod those who are commanding the 
Afghan policies are firm on their posi- 
tions whatever may be outcomes of the 
strange pulling for power between the 
|>oliticians. \^ 

\ However, majority of the Afghans are 
unanimous in their opposition against 
the Taliban. However, on the issue of 
Arab militants, some of die waring ele- 
ments are still hopeful of the Islamic 
state in the region. Such people al- 
though denouncing Talibaan for some 
bf their political policies but at the same 
time are also condenm the global stand 
against Arab and other Muslim naili- 
tants, staying inside Afghanistan. 
\ Dr. Habib Ullah Farahmand, an Af- 
ghan writer, when approached said 
that as a result of internal fighting 
In 1992, terrorists and militants 
from all over entered Afghanistan 
where the volatile situation was bene- 
ficial for them. 

\ '*What the Pakistani authorities are 
saying now, we had predicted it one 
decade ago," he remarked, adding Uiat 
on such grounds they are in favour of a 
negotiate solution to the ccmflict which 
is possible through convening a meet- 
ing of the Loya Jirga. 



Thousands of 
Afghans face 
severe winter 

KABUL, Oct 11: The fast- 
approaching Afghan winter is 
threatening thousands of villagers 
displaced from north of Kabul to 
the opposition stronghold of the 
Panjsher valley, the United Nations 
of f ice here has said. 

According to the latest UN week- 
ly update, an international mission 
recently visited the valley, lOOkms 
from here, where it reported some 
of the displaced' were still living 
outdoors and' sanitary arrange- 
ments are almost non-existent. 

A new census has put the number 
of internally displaced persons 
(DDPs) in the Panjsher at around 
60,000 to 65,000, it added. 

The UN warned the access routes 
to the valley would be closed in one 
or two months with the onslaught of 
winter before a sufficient amoimt of 
relief aid could be transported. 

**In addition, the weather in 
Panjsher Valley is deteriorating. As 
the area gets colder, the displaced 
are beset by rain, while the hi^est 
elevations have already seen tmsea^ 
sonably early snowfall," the UN 
document said. 

A refugee crisis broke after the 
ruling Taliban launched th&r major 
summer offensive on July 28 to dis- 
lodge supporters of the opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
from the Shamali plain and Parwan 
province north of here. 

Part of the local population, most- 
ly farmers, fled to Panjsher along 
with Masood's retreating soldiers, 
while the rest were forced out of 
their homes and bused to Kabul by 
theTaliban. 

The UN has accused the Taliban 
of pursuing a scorched earth policy 
in Shamali, a charge the ruling mili- 
tia denies. 

**Mission members found that the 
internally displaced, especially 
those from the frontline areas, have 
reported very serious and systemat- 
ic violations of their human rights," 
the UN update said, without further 
elaboration. 

Public buildings are overcrowded 
and the displaced are ill-equipped 
to cope with the climate of the val- 
ley situated in the Hindu Kush 
mountain ranges, famous for its 
freezing winter and heavy snowfall, 
it added. 

"Shelter remains an immediate 
and high priority requirement," it 
said, adding one of the two humani- 
tarian access routes to the valley 
has already been cut due to fighting 
in adjacent Takhar province.— AFP 

DAWN 



Refugees settled 
in Iran facing 
problems 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The Afghan refugees 
settled in neighbouring Islamic Reinib- 
lic of Iran are under tremendous pres- 
sure of the authcmties due to hostilities 
between Kabul and Tehran. < 

The United Nations weekly update 
issued here at Peshawar on Tu^day 
reveals that so far 1.4 million Afghan 
refugees are still remain in Iran. But 
now due to increasing differences be- 
tween the hardline rulers of both the 
countries, these refugees are underpres- 
sure to leave Iran. 

About the repatriation process from. 
Iran, the reporb reveal that between 
January and September 1999, the 
UNHCR has registered 41,000 people 
who had entered Afghanistan. 

It further states diat in addition, a 
small populaticm of about 10,000 Inter- 
nally Displace (nIDP*s) remained in 
camps around Herat out of the large 
group which fled from the front line 
in Faryab and Badghis provinces 
during 1997-98, Herat is bordering 
with die Islamic Republic of Iran and 
consklered the first venue for the de- 
portees from that neighbouring coun- 
try. 

Meanwhile, 17 families/ 81 individu- 
als have returned from Pakistan's 
Baluchistan px>vince to their areas of 
origin in Kandahar and Helmand prov- 
mces. 

It further informs that last week, some 
146 registered and 2^089 unregistered 
Afghan refugees returned from Iran 
Uirough Islsun Qala borcter crossing 
point. Additionally, 62 families have 
returned voluntarily with UNHCR fa- 
cilitating their return from Iran via Milak 
crossing point into Zaranj of Nimroz 
province. > 



NATION 



t. 



Afghan 
children 
demand 
peace 



ISLAMABAD, Oct 8; A group of 
Afghan students on Friday orga- 
nized a painting contest, advocat- 
ing the culture of non-violence and 
pleading peace. T-shirts, bearing 
peace syn^l, dove, were present- 
ed to 15 Afghan refugee children 
whose drawings of their vision of 
peace were selected from over 100 
pieces. 

The UN coordinator for 
Afghanistan Erick de Mul present- 
ed white colour T-shirts to the chil- 
dren. 

A group of Afghan mists select- 
ed the 15 drawings they felt best 
conveyed the image of peace. 

In a unique initiative with 
refugee schools for Afghanis in 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi, the 
non-violence team, a small organi- 
zation composed entirely of voltm- 
teers, asked the children what they 
felt peace would be like. The team 
aims to build a culture of peace 
among Afghan refugees children 
who attend schools in the twin 
cities.-— NNI 



Afghan babies 
being denied 
> education 

ISL^^M^AD (PPJ) r T^e Afghan • 
babies living in various refugees camps 
in Pakistan are not allow^ by their 
mothers to study after class four whereas 
boys are allowed educati<m upto class 
10 and then sent to religious institutions 
for religious education.According to a 
survey report, ninty per cent of the Af- 
ghan l^ies in refugees camps in Paki- 
stan are denied their basic right of edu- 
cation due to the typical social values. 
While boys are allowed education upto 
class 10 and afterward sent to the near- 
est religious institution for religious 
education. Afghan children are facing 
hardships particularly after the interna- 
tional community cut aid to the 
refugees.Several schools set up in refu- 
gee camps in the past hdve been closed 
following the international community 
cut aid to the refugees. 
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Hekmatyar asks Pakistan 
to review Afghan policy 



. TEHRAN (PPI) - Central Amir of 
IQzb*e-IsIami, Afghanistan, Engineer 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar has expresi^ the 
hope that new military administration 
of Pakistan headed by Chief 
Executive,General Pervez Musharraf 
will review its policy towards Afghani- 
stan. 

" In an interview with VOA Hekmatyar, 
who is presently living in Iran called 
upon the new administration to begin 
the process of creating understanding 
^ong the Afghans. , 

He said *Ve expect the new Pakistani 
government to adopt a new policy on 
Afghanistan, and review the previous 
lk)licies. 'Hfwaz Sharif was expected to 
review the policy of Benazir Bhutto but 
^bigrettably he continued the same policy. 

Instead of supporting a particular 
group,in$ist on continuation of war and 
provide support to the warring groups,it 
should work for restoration of peace in 
Afghanistan and creating an understand- 
ing among the Afghans." 
Jkt also counted Nawaz Sharif s close- 
oiss with the United states as the main 
fSason of his ouster.The United states 
2so wanted a puppet government in 
iB^ghanistan,he observed. 
"^iHe said that such a change was al- 
ready expected in Pakistan because on 
the one hand differences between the 
army and Nawaz Sharif were increas- 



ing day by day and on the other hand 
PsScistani people were not pleased with 
him. 

The people got more disheartened 
when Nawaz Sharif got further closer to 
the United states and took some steps at 
the call of Washington,he said 

He said when the deposed prime min- 
ister went to Washington and made de- 
cision about Kashmir under the US pres- 
sure and withdrew Kashmiri 
Mujahideen from Kargil both the peo- 
ple and the army got annoyed with him 
since that it was thought that some 
change would come in Pakistan.! 

Hekmatyar said that when United 
States fired Cruise missiles on Afghani- 
stan many Pakistanis thought mat it 
cannot be without Islamabad's consent. 

There is a serious anti-US feeling 
among the Pakistanis most serious than 
any country of the region. Every gov- 
ernment which gets closer to Washing- 
ton loses its popularity in Pakistan and 
the army is also a part of the nation and 
this is a reaction against US pressure, he 
maintained. 

He said Pakistan's Afghan policy was 
also to please the United states. After the 
fall of Najib Pakistan first supported the 
joint administration of Rabbani and the 
communists and later started support- 
ing the Taliban. 

To a question about Osama Bin Laden 



issue he said the main target of the 
Americans is not Bin Laden, llie United 
States wants a government of their 
choice in Kabul. 

They expected the Taliban to form a 
government of their liking.But it did not 
happen.But now they want to pressu- 
rize Taliban to agree them a govern- 
ment of American choice, he said. 

"I think as deep as US pressurize 
Taliban,the latter will get more and more 
popular.it will not harm.The main ob- 
jective of the Americans is not to let set 
up an Islamic government in Kabul. 

If they were supporting the United 
Front it was for this very purpose and if 
they supported Taliban it was for this 
purpose and now that they oppose 
Taliban it is for the same purpose. 

Besides there are also economic prob- 
lems. 

US want to reach to the oil reserves of 
Central Asia through Afghanistan.They 
still fear that Russia may rise as a big 
power. The strategic location of Af- 
ghanistan is very important. Therefore, 
the Americans want a puppet regime in 
Kabul,*' he added. 

He observed that Afghan problem 
cannot be solved through war and it 
should be resolved by the Afghan them- 
selves without any pressure and the 
meetings held in Rome or Cyprus will 
make no difference. 
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UN curbs on Afghanistan to 
multiply problems : RAWA 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The Revolutionary 
Association Women of Afghanistan 
(RAWA) has said that United Nations 
embargo on Taliban couldn't resolve 
the conflict but the United Nations needs 
to take similar decisions against those 
countries having an influence over af- 
fairs of Afghanistan. 

'*As a result of this influence, these 
foreign countries are contributing to 
nourishing thieves in Afghanistan/' it 
remarked through a Press communique 
issued here on Thursday. "What RAWA 
has been saying since many years, about 
the various ^ndamentalist parties and 
their ominous acts in Afghanistan and 
the region, are today proved and con- 
firmed in a way or the other by the many 
countries and governments." 

If the UN or other countries are talk- 
ing about the economic embargo or any 
other restrictions on the Taliban, before 
imposing these policies, it would be 
better for us to revise their past wrong 
policies at least once and than give 
answers to the questions pertaining to 
growing trends of terrorism and narcot- 
ics. In this connection, it added that 



majority of the Afghans have no asso- 
ciation either with Taliban or with war 
lord Ahmad Shah Masud. 

The declaration of economic sanc- 
tions has been referred only to treacher- 
ous the Taliban and Jihadis, It added 
that differentiating between Taliban and 
Jihadis in fact means that involved coun- 
tries are trying to take one side under 
pressure and make the other side the, 
**leaders" and then substitute them with 
the Taliban. It viewed that such restric- 
tions have no impact on the Taliban 
because they have already made dumps 
of weapons for further destroying the 
war devastated Afghanistan. In this con- 
nection, the RAWA stressed on disarm- 
ing of Taliban if the UN and USA are 
sincere in their efforts for fmding out an 
amicable solution to the conflict. 

The RAWA communique states, 
"Don't our people have the right to ask 
you for the trial of treacherous warriors 
who have been destroying our country 
for more than 10 years? Shouldn't our 
women, who have no way but to resort 
to prostitution, beggary and suicide, ask 
for the revenge of their husbands, broth- 
ers and fathers from the murders who 
were nourished extensively by finan- 



cial, military and political aids of former 
government of Pakistan and other re- 
gional and non-regional countries, while 
Siey had committed no crime but were 
freedom-loving and had pairioiic 
thoughts." 

They must keep it in mind that reali- 
ties would be much more bitter than 
what they imagine because if steps do 
not block the way for the Taliban soon 
we would see the regional countries and 
particularly Pakistan burning in the fire 
of fundamentalism. Certainly the US 
will be more affected than any othei 
country by that tragedy. US should noi 
only strive for arresting of Osama Biri 
Laden but also stop our country's 
"Ladens" not to violate human rights 
any more and summon them for the tria] 
in the international courts. RAWA be- 
ing a pro-democracy and pro-womer 
rights organisation, in spite of knowing 
the fact Siai the fundamentalist Talibar 
would be finally punished by our peo- 
ple. 

Pakistan and other countries in ordei 
to disarm the Taliban and pave the wa> 
for the establishment of a stable govern- 
ment thiOugh a loya jirga, wouM not be 
"'sV for their political interests only." 



to stop supportteg Taliban 



4* ■ * 



ISLAMABAD: The Revolutionary As- 
sociation of the Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA), an Afghan 
women rights group, Sunday lauded 
Prime pnister Nawaz Sharif's state- 
ment about terrorist training camps 
in Afghanistan and urged the gov- 
ernment of Pakistan to stop support- 
ingHaliban. 

"This is a good beginning and 
Taliban and other forces must be 
trailed not only for ^e recent crtaies 
they have committed but also for the 
treacheries and crimes in the last 10- 
years," the RAWA said. 

*They (Pakistan) must stop sup- 
porting the Taliban practically as the 
student militia will ijot be able to 
continue with their political crimes 
anymore especially if Pakistan stops 
supporting them,** a RAWA state- 
ment said. 

It said Pakistan must be well 
aware that Taliban wiU kick off their 
masters at last and these terrorist 
training camps and the recent 
killings is the beginning. "The peo- 
ple, who are in power in Af^anistan 



today, will nbf t lose the chance to 
conunit the ^same crimes and 
treacheries wi th disloyalty on the 
people of Paki .stai and even other 
countries in the r^on in order to re- 
main in power". 

The RAWA siidd it has been telling 
the Pakistani autthorities about Tal- 
iban's crimes, amputations of hands 
and feet, mass k lliings, destruction 
and snatching p<(!ople's properties, 
but unfortunateI:y not a single au- 
thority listened td it. 

"We as the rep resentative of our 
trampled women would like to ask 
the government ol ' Pakistan and es- 
pecially Nawaz Sha rif to take lessons 
from Ws past expe riences and start 
fevealing the actual reality of the Tsd- 
iban and strongly cc mdemn them," it 
said. 

The RAWA urged the government 
of Pakistan to stop < economical and 
military aids to Tali ban and never 
allow any TaUb or ar ly other fimda- 
iTdentalist Afghan , oir J^t|ni to 
dama^ the presdgef Pakistan in 
the international comimunity.— -NNI 



Shift in Pakistan's 
Afghan poUcy haild 



From Our Correspoiideiit 

PESHAWAR-Formcr Afghan dip- 
lomat and a leader of the Afghan Na- 
tional Liberation Front Humayoon 
Shinwari while welcoming positive 
changes in Islamabad* s Afghan policy , 
hoped that it could lead to restoration 
of peace and normalcy in the war- 
ravaged area. \ 

Conmienting on r&s^ni statements 
of Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz 
Sharif and his brother Shehbaz Sharif, 
Humayoon Shinwari through a press 
statement on Saturday said that in fact, 
continuing in-fighting had led to mili- 
tancy in the region. 

In diis connection, he reminded that 
former Afghan President and ANLF 
Chief Prof. Sibghat uUah Mujaddadi 
had made an attempt to divert attention 
of the vfodd countries some three 
years ago but no one took serious of his 
apprehensions. Now when terrorist 
activities reached its peak, Pakistani 
leaders have realised their responsi- 
bilities, which he said could be consid- 



ered a good omen. 

The former Afghan diplomat saic 
that Pakistan and its people have ex- 
tended unprecedented hospitality 
support, cooperation and helped the 
Afghans during and after Jehad anc 
considered Pa^stan as their seconc 
motherland. He said that majority o! 
the Afghans is desirous of a peacefu 
and political solution to the Afghai 
conflict as it is not only beneficial foi 
them but even could be helpful foi 
Pakistan and its people. 

In this connection, these peace-lov- 
ing and Afghans are demanding ar 
end to every sort of foreign interfer 
ence in the affairs of Afghanistan. H< 
said that it is a high time for die Unitec 
Nations, Organisations of Islamic 
Countries, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Ara 
bia and other countries to extend helj 
to peace loving Afghans. He callec 
upon Taliban as well as northen 
alliance leaders to take an earlj 
notice of increasing uncertaint} 
among the Pakistani brethren anc 
global community. 
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UN agencies extend 

help to dis 
Afohan families 

From Shamim Shahid , additional support will be given to host 

families outside the <x)i|ipc^^ 
PESHAWAR - In a bid to ensure While di«e is no change in the tealth 
maximum protection to war displaced status of displaced persons in Kabul, 
people from northern regions of Kabul, host families might have ^uble m 
the United Nations agencies are Strug- shouldertng their care Aroughout wm- 
gling to adjust refugees with their rela- ter. Therefore, the UN may i^ to 
tives inside ttie city. In this connection, assist upto 5,000 displaced families in 
the agencies will not only assist some various parts of the capital. However, 
5,000 displaced families but also sup- not all the displaced are expected to be 
port their relatives for their accommo- to leave the con^und and Ae UN 
(iation. plans to winterise the fiacility,^ct^ 
The weekly update of United Nations water supply and sanitatiou facilities 
issued here on Thursday reveals that a and provide increase drainage in wash- 
total of 60,000 people, are now esti- * ing arcas. ■ 
mated to have arrived in Kabul from the Apart from Kabul, the rep<^ reveal 
Shamali Valley, north of the city. The that from 80,000 to 85.000 are sttU 
compound of former Soviet Union displaced in the Panjsher valley and 
Embassy at Kabul, now closed for the 35,000 of them are in dire need of shel- 
new arrivals, is accommodating some ter. Similarly it estimated that 50,000 of 
12.450peopleincludedover8,000chil- these displaced people would need food 
dren. Due to lack proper housing ac- during the coming winter. It fiirthei 
commodation, the WRP and other do- estimates that WFP would need 6,000 
nor agencies have extended the camp metric tones of food items for meetmg 
for another month. requirements of thw war displaced 

Abouttiieroutinedaily requirements, people. So to 10.000 blankets 
the report states that local TaUban au- 1 ,000 plastic sheets along with 608 
thorities are providing dry bread for metric t<Mies of food in the area. How- 
such people while all of the residents in ever, fighting in northern region of Af- 
the compound have received other es- ghanistan delays food and odia: relief 
sential non food items. Similarly, goods supply from the CcntraT Asian 
CARE, an NGO is proving safe water Republics as well as from pthor foreign 
and sanitation service and the UNCHS countries. v 
is supporting various tasks. The mine Besides, the war affected zcmes, the 
awareness education is also being pro- United Nations and other donor agen- 
vided to the residents of the camp. cies are also making plan to emure food 
It further states that a new survey of supply and other relief goods to the 
the compound will take place to deter- war-affected people inMamr-i-ShoHf^ 
mine how many families have relatives Bamyan and other zones. In this con- 
in the city to see, if support was avail- nection, the WFP and pther volunteers 
able, whether they could move out and are busy in surveys to estimate requiref 
stay with them. Families in the com- ments and needs of these people, 
pound will be told that prime focus for * 
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UN asks Afghan 
factions to avert 
humanitarian crisis 

By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD The United Nations 
Monday appealed to warring sides in 
Afghanistan to stop fighting to avert a 
humanitarian crisis. 

The 85,000 people sheltering in Pan- 
jsher valley were awaiting a "disaster" 
if the fighting did not stop before win- 
ter, Stephanie Bunker, spokeswoman 
for the office of UN Coordinator for 
Afghanistan, said at a briefing at the 
United Nations Information Centre. 

She said the area is reached by two 
routes to take aid supplies. One of them 
is already closed, she informed. 

Snow will start falling after two 
months that will block off the remain- 
ing routes. Ms. Buncker feared. 

She said the UN was providing relief 
goods but it was too little for too many 
people. The hope lied in that either peo- 
ple leave the valley or UN is allowed 
more access, the spokeswoman said. 

A slight number of people were trik- 
ling to the southern Shoraali plains, in 
the south, to Kabul and some to Paki- 
stan, she explained. 

Shomali plains lie to the north of Af- 
ghanistan's capital of Kabul and has 
been a major battlefield between ruling 
Taliban's fighters and forces loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood. 
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Annan calls for joint strategy 
to resolve Afghan conflict 



NEW YORK: The UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan has said that foreign 
interference in Afghanistan calls for 
a joint strategy for resolving 
Afghanistan problem but regretted 
that six phis tow group has not been 
able to adopt a common starategy m 
this connec^n. 

In his report presented to the 
General Assembly, Kufi Annan spoke 
about the military and political 
events and human rights situation in 
Afghanistan. He reatlled the incon- 
clusive Tashkent meeting between 
Taliban and their opponents attended 
by mmber-ccNintries of the Six Plus 
TWo group. 

He condemned Taliban's activi- 
ties in Shomali ^rea, describing them 
as against the spirit of Tashkent 
meeting. He recalled Taliban's 



human right violations in Shomali 
plains. 

He regretted launch of fresh mili- 
tary offensive by the Tsdiban against 
the opponents and said it ^owed the 
leaders of student militia still beheve 
in military solution of the Afghan 
conflict. He said the Afi^ian problem 
cannot be resohred through military 
means. The issue, he said« can be set- 
tled only through peiiceM negotia- 
tions. , . 

Annan said that TaMban's attitude 
to^vards the civilians of Shomali was 
apparently dangerous and it reflected 
tha^ they did not attach any signifi- 
cance to the concern expressed by 
the international commuzdty. 

, The UN Secretary Genc^ urged 
the Afghan warring factions to im- 
prove Sie situation and ensure safety 



of civilians. He said he was con- 
cerned about the reports that thou- 
sands of foreignas, particularly stu- 
dents of religious schools below the 
age of fourteen, were present among 
the T^ban's ranks. 

He asked all the sides to honor 
the Convention About Child lUghts. 
He regretted that foreign forces were 
fEmnii:^ flames of war in Aflghanlstan 
not only by sending arms hito 
Afghanistan but a large number of 
foreigners were also taking part in 
tiiie war and are also involved in 
chalking out military strate^es. He 
said if this was not stopped, 
Afghanistan fighting would convert 
into a dangerous regional conflict. 
He supported Lakhdar &ahimi*s call 
for reviewing UN poli<^ and strategy 
on Afghanistan.— NNI 



UN sounds warning 
over Afghan refugees 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - A potential 
humanitarian Misaster* threatens tens 
of thousands of Afghan refugees who 
have fled the civil war, a United Na- 
tions spokeswoman said Monday. 

An estimated 80,000 to 85,000 refu- 
gees are living in poor conditions in 
mosques, schools or in the open in the 
opposition-held Panjsher valley, said 
Stephanie Bunker of the UN coordina- 
tors office. 

The situation is *tuming into a poten- 
tial humanitarian disaster' as winter 
approaches, with reports of early snow 
in high passes, she said. 

Calling for free access for UN agen- 
cies to bring relief aid to the refugees. 
Bunker said the UN had supplied some 
blankets, food and plastic sheets but 
the relief was *too little for too many'. 

*The problem is getting there,* she 
said. 

Around 200,000 villagers reportedly 
fled the fertile Shamali Plains linking 



the Panjsher Valley with north Kabul 
after the Taliban militia launched its 
summer offensive on July 28. 

Of them, 85,000 went the Panjsher 
valley stronghold of opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood while 
55,0(X) fled to Kabul where more than 
1 2,000 took refuge in the former Rus- 
sian embassy compound. 

Another 1 4,000 went to the northern 
provinces of Kunduz and Takhar. 

UN officials last month said they 
were negotiating with both sides to 
allow food cbnvoys^access to the refu- 
gees. 

But in late September fighting erupted 
once more when the Taliban launched 
a second offensive in an attempt to 
score strategic gains before freezing 
weather blocks movement in northern 
Afghanistan. 

After five years of civil war, the 
Taliban control more than two-thirds 
of Afghanistan. 



UN tightens 
curbs on Taliban 



UNITED NATIONS, Oct 15: The 
Security Council decided on Friday 
to impose sanctions cm the Taliban 
unless it handed over the Osama 
bin Lad^ within 30 days. 

The council voted unanimously 
for a resolution that noted that bin 
Laden and his associates had been 
indicted in the United States for 
the bombings of the US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania on August 
7, 1998. 

Unless bin Laden is handed over 
by November 14, the resolution 
requires UN member states to 
**deny permission for any aircraft to 
take ok from or land in their terri- 
tory if it is owned, leased or operat- 
ed by or on behalf of the Taliban.** 

States are also required to 
''freeze funds and other finan- 
cial resources, including funds gen- 
erated from property owned or 
controlled directly by the 
Taliban." — ^Agencies 
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UN for safe passage 

of humanitarian 
sist'uice for Afghans 



^ISLAMABAD (APIP) - The United 



Rations is to negotiate with the warring 
lAfghan factions for a safe passage to 
1 supply humanitarian aissistance for the 
: people affected in th<5 iiecent fighting, a 
UN official in IslaniJih»ad said Friday. \ 
Erick de Mul, UN coordinator for 
I Afghanistan, told reporters that some ^ 
ll95,000 people had been displaced in 
Ithe factional fighting erupted at the ad- 
vent of sununer. 

MzHt regretted that dhildren were the 
|ji<jrst affected in the internecine fight- 
He said some 1 2 ,000 people dis- 
pSced from the Shonuiali (northern) re- 
gion had taken shelUsr in former Soviet 
Union Compound in Kabul. "8.000 
among these displaceidl persons are chil- 
' dren,** he said and acWled,**it is unfortu- 
nate that children have to go through 
this terrible experience." 

He said some 60,C<CK) were displaced 
from Panjsher, stronig;hold of key anti- 
Taliban commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood, 25.000 in Hjizarajat in central 
Afghanistan and 16,000 from Taloqan, 
capital of northern Taikhar province. 
■^,He regretted that civilians were the 
main victim of the fratricidal fighting 
in Afghanistan. "Let civilian people 
.ilpne, if you are to wage fighting.'* he 
'told the rival Afghan groups. 
He spoke highly of the,"generosity.' 



of the Afghan people who have provid- 
ed accommodation to their compatriots 
displaced in the fighting. 

Responding to a question, he said the 
United Nations would need 100 miUion 
to 150 mtlHon doUm for the humani- 
tarian assisbnce of "die displaced Af- 
ghan people.* 

\ PPI adds: United States government 
has donated 465000 dollars to Mine 
Action ' Programme in 
Afghanistan(MAPA) to assist it in its 
efforts to clear thousancte of mines pos- 
ing serious direat to the lives of inno- 
cent Afghans across length and breadth 
of the war-shattered country. 

*The amount is in addition to the as- 
sistance .ppvided by US during this 
year for ^e purpose and will go a kmg 
way in achieving the noble objecting 
of clearing mines from Afghanistan," 
UN sources told the agency hm Fri- 
day. 

The sources replied in affirmative 
when asked if UN international staff 
which was on a mission to Panjsher and 
other areas to monitor the prevailing 
situation there had returned to 
Islamabad.They said that internally dis- 
placed persons(IDPs) especially tiiose 
from the fix>ttt line areas rKXMted to &e 
mission very serious ai^a systematic 
violations of their human rigjits. 
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UN Council 
condemns 
Taliban 



UNITED NATIONS. Oct 22: The 
UN Security Council on Friday con- 
denmed Taliban rulers for under- 
mining efforts to end the dvil war, 
but decided against explicitly criti- 
cizing Pakistan. 

In a statement by its president, 
Russian ambassador Sergei Lavrov, 
the United Nations Council said 
the Taliban had **a primary respon- 
sibility'* for the continued fighting 
in Afghanistan. 

The statement came one week 
after the Council voted to impose 
sanctions on the Taliban unless it 
hands over Osama bin Laden, 
who was indicted in the United 
States on 224 counts of murder 
after the bombing of two United 
Stlltes embassies in Africa last 
year. 

The statement expressed **deep 
distress*' over reports that "thou- 
sands of non-Afghan nationals, 
mostly from religious schools" 
were fighting alongside the 
Taliban. 

An earlier draft of Lavrov's state- 
ment said that these schools were 
"within Pakistan". 

The statement condemned the 
Taliban for "the sheltering and 
training of terrorists and plaiming 
of terrorist acts" and for a series of 
other ills, including Ulegal opium 
cultivation, discrimination against 
women, summary executions and 
the capture and murder of eight 
Iranian diplomats and a journal- 
ist.— AFP 
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UN agencies working for 
Afghans' rehabilitation 



From Our Correspondent 

. PESHAWAR -The United Nations 
and its affiliated and coordinating re- 
lief agencies and organisations have 
concentrated all attention to ensure 
rehabilitation of the displaced civil- 
ians. 

Besides, ncMthem villages and towns 
of Kabul, the United Nations is facing 
a burden of 115,000 of IDF s from 
central Bamyan province. All such 
people, belonging to Shia school of 
thought, are hot only affected by use- 
less fighting but even they are facing 
discriminatory attitude ofTaliban lead- 
ers. 

The UN report reveals that some 
49,000 people have been displaced 
from the Darra Souf of Samangan 
province. Of these, some 14,000 peo- 
ple have left the area for Mazar-i- 
Sharif, PulN'Khumri and Pakistan 
while some 35,000 are still displaced 
within the district. All of them are 



staying in conununity halls and other 
temporary shelter. IT further states 
that some 60,000 people from Shomali 
are still displaced in IM)ul city, with 
12,000 accommodated in the com- 
pound of former Soviet Embassy. It 
informed that 17,575 families have 
been registered entering Kabul from 
August 8 to Octobcr2 and 2,235 fami- 
lies comprising 12,362 are housed in 
the compound of ex-Soviet Embassy. 
Majority of them are women and chil- 
dren. 

At Panjsher which is considered a 
strong hold of known wax lord Ahmad 
Shah Masud, the IDP population is 
between 60.000 and 65,000, While 
number of IDFs is registered 15,000 
in Pull-i-Khomri of Baghlan province 
and 16,000 iPP*s are registered in 
various parts of Badakhshah province. 

The United Nations sister agencies 
with die collaboration of other interna- 
tional agencies and organisations are 
struggling to provided maximum of 



rehabilitation of these people. In diis 
connection, the agencies are concen- 
trating first to ensure food and other 
edible items along with quilts, blan- 
kets and other materials. Similarly, 
they are struggling to ensure supply of 
kerosine oil to these IDPs. 

Woman dies due 
to accidental fire 

A woman in the Badabair area of 
Peshawar died on Tuesday when she 
was hit by a bullet accidently fired by 
her husband. 

According to details, Ghazi Khan, a 
resident of Surizai in Badabair area, 
was cleaning his gun at hishouse when 
the weapon suddenly went off. 

The bullet fired hit die wife (S) of 
Ghazi Khan who latter succumb to her 
injuries. 

The father of the deceased, Fazle 
Rahim who was present at the time 
of the incident at the residence of 
his daughter, supported the state- 
ment of his sun-in-law. 



Safe passage of relief 

UN to talk with 
Afghan groups 



ISLAMABAD, Oct 8: The United 
Nations is to negotiate with the 
warring Afghan factions for a safe 
passage to supply humanitarian 
assistance for the people affected 
in the recent %hting, a UN oMdal 
in said here on Friday. 

Erick de Mul, UN coordinator for \ 
Afghanistan, told reporters that ^ 
some 19S,000 people had been dis- 
placed in the factional fighting dtu:- 
ing this summer. 

He regretted that children were 
the worst affected in the fighting. 
He said some 12,000 people dis- 
placed from the Shomali (northern) 
region had taken shelter in former 
Soviet Union Compound in Kabul. 
" Eight thousand among these dis- 
placed persons are children," he 
said, and added,**it is imfortunate 



that children have to go through 
this terrible experience.** 

He said some 60,000 were dis- 
placed from Panjsher, stronghold of 
key anti-Taliban commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood, 25,000 in 
Hazarajat in central Afghanistan 
and 16,000 from Taloqan, capital of 
northern Takhar province. 

He regretted that civilians were 
the main victim of the fighting in 
Afghanistan. 

He spoke highly of the**generosi- 
ty,** of the Afghan people who have 
provided acconunodation to their 
compatriots displaced in the fight- 
ing. Responding to a question, he 
said the United Nations would need 
100 million to 150 million dollars 
for the humanitarian assistance of 
the displaced Afghan people.— APP 
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(UNSC slates Taliban, drops 
reference to Pakistan 
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r UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - The 
'Security Council on Friday condemned 
Jaliban mlers for undermining efforts 
to end the civil war, but decided against 
>explicitly criticizing their mwn sup- 
porter, Pakistan. 

^ In a statement by its President, Rus- 
sian ambassador Sergei Lavrov, the 
Council said the Taliban had *a pri- 
imary responsibility' for the continued 
iSghting in Afghanistan. ^ 
n The Council expressed *deep dis- 
tress* over reports that 'thousands of 
non- Afghan nationals, mostly from 
religious schools fuid some of whom 
are below the age of 14' were fighting 
alongside the Taliban. 

An earlier draft of Lavrov's st^te- 
^ent said the schools were *within 
^ijcistan.' 

Pakistan is the only one of Afghani- 
,^tan*s six neighbors to recognize the 
Taliban, who control the capital, Ka- 
}bul, and most of the territory. 
^ On Wednesday, the UN's special 
envoy to Afghanistan, Lakhdar 
JBrahimi, told a news conference here 
^t Pakistani supporters of the Taliban 
^ere a major threat to security. 
y *The United Nations has nothing to 
jfear from the people of Afghanistan,' 
he said, *but we do have problems with 
^e people they call their guests.* 
. He went on: *You see young people 
;from Pakistan running around in their 
thousands and I doubt the Taliban con- 
trols them* 

Brahimi said he had briefed the Se- 
curity Council on Tuesday and con- 



veyed his 'frustration* atevoits^em* 
cially since the Taliban launctied a 
military offensive in nordion Af^umi- 
stan on July 28. 

He said he had. visited Kabul after 
Afghanistan's neighbors a^tsed at a 
meeting of deputy foreign ministm in 
Tashkent on July 20 to refrain from 
involvement in the war. 

It was *no secret that a n^jor offen* 
sive was being prepared^* he said 
' *We pleaded widi the Taliban and 

Polio vacciaation 
targets 4 million 
lankids 



Afghi 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Four million 
children are to be vacdpated i^ainst 
polio in Afghanistan next wed^ the 
UN said Saturday, urging tte Afgjian 
warring sides to observe a cea^fiie 
during the three-day caiopagn. 

Around 20,000 trains ybluhteers 
wiU vaccinate children uiwlerfi^years 
of agetomOctobar25 to27.dieiiffice 
of the United Nations ceordinatcMr for 
Afghanistan said. 

The campaign will \^ carried out in 
coordination with the national inmiu- 
nisation days in neighbmiring Paki- 
stan. 

In the earlio: two roun^ m Afghani- 
stan in May and June» UNICEF and the 
World Health Organisatiaiiminunised 
3.6 million children, about 85 per cent 
of the under-fi ve populati^ 



with Pakistan, which has some influ- 
ence over the Taliban* but our efforts 
were useless,* he said 

The Council also condemned the 
Taliban for *the sheltering and training 
of terrorists and planning of terrorist 
acts* and demanded &at it hand over 
the billionaire Saudi dissident Osama 
bin Laden, who has been indicted in the 
United States on 224 couitts of murder. 

On October 15, the Cmincil voted to 
in^>ose sanctions on the Taliban unless 
it surrender bin Laden, who is wanted 
in connection with the bombhig of tl^ 
US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 
(m August 7 last year. 

The statement recalled that the 
Taliban have until November 14 to 
comply with ^ Council's demand. 

The Council also said it was 'deeply 
disturbed* by the rise of illegal oj^ium 
cultivati<m in areas uncter Taliban con- 
trol, 

Afghanistan is expected to produce a 
itcord4,600 tonnes of opium this year, 
mm than twice the 1998 harvest. 

In Ta^ikent on Thursday , a UN offi- 
cial said the increase was to blame 
for the rise in the number of Islamic 
militants in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus. 

'A clear c(mnection is seen between 
reUgious extrranistgroiq]^ in iie Cau- 
casus regi<Hi and the countriemf Cen- 
tral Asia and contraband weapons, ter- 
rorist activity and the drug trade,* said 
Aziz Khudaiberdiyev of the United 
Nation's drug control departr^ent for 
Uzbekistan. 
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WFP okays 201,850 metric 
tons food for Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The Executive Board 
of the World Food Programme (WFP) 
has approved 201 ,850 metric tons food 
aid for Afghanistan for die years 2000 
and 2001. 

WFFs Protracted Relief and Recov- 
ery Operation (PRRO) for Afghanistan 
will provicte 115,800 tones of food aid 
in 2000 and 86,050 in 2001. 

The programme will kick off in Janu- 
ary 2000. 

**Scveral donors have already indi- 
cated their in making food and cash 
contributions towards WFP's activities 
in Afghanistan in 2000," said Mike 
Sackett, WFP Representative for Af- 
ghanistan. 

WFP estimates that more food aid 
will be required in 2000 than in 2001 . 
Internal displacement has swollen 
the cities, but there are few addi- 
tional jobs. Blockades and natural emer- 
gencies such as fltHxls or mudslides 
inhibit the amount of food imported 



into low inoduction rural areas. These 
problems will be exacerbated in 2000 
with the 16 percent reduction in 1999 
cereal harvest, due to previous dry win- 
ter. 

WFP assistance will provide food for 
over 1.5 million Afghans in 2000 and 
more than one million 2001 . Guided by 
its Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping 
unit (VAM). WFP will target house- 
hold at greatest risk of food insecurity, 
which canned obtain their minimum food 
requirements. 

Rehabilitation assistance through 
food-fwr-work activities will be used to 
improve agricultural infrastructure in 
order to improve in food production. 
WFP intends to resume die rehabilita- 
tion of rural feeder roads to enhance 
access to markets and health facilities. 

In the year 2000, WFP Afghanistan 
will introduce a new food-for-educa- 
tion project to encourage completion of 
primary school for boys and girls and 
increase enrolment. Initially this activ- 
ity will be situated in Badakhshan Prov- 



ince. 

WFP assistance will provide food for 
over 1.5 million Afghans in 2000 and 
more dian one million in 2001. Guided 
by its vulnerability Analysis and Map 
ping Unit (VAM), WFP will targe 
households at greatest risk of food inse,* 
curity, which cannojt obtain their mini- 
mum food requirements. 

Rehabilitation assistance through 
food-for-wprk activities will be used 
to improve agriculture infrastruc- 
ture in order to improve in food 
production. WFP intends to resume 
the rehabilitation of rural feeder roads 
to enhance access to maricets and health 
facilities. 

According to the report, in the vear 
2000, WFP Afghainstan will introduce 
a new food-for-education project to 
encourage completion of primary 
schools for boys and girls as well as to 
encourage enrolment of children in it. 
Initially, this activity will be situated in 
Badakhshan province of the war revagec^ 
Afghanistan. 
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US-Taliban talks 
on Osama likely 

KABUL, Oct 23: Vxe Taliban and 
the United States have expressed 
willingness to hold talks with each 
oth^ on the thorny issue of Osama 
bin Laden. 

In Kabul Information Minister 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi said in a 
statement on Saturday that the 
Taliban wanted the issue to be 
resolved through high-level negoti- 
ations. 

In Washington, the head of the 
antioterrorism cell in the US State 
Department, Michael Sheehan, 
told the Voice of America in an 
interview on Friday that US offi- 
cials were ready to negotiate with 
the Taliban over the handing over 
of Osama. 

Muttaqi said: **The Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan is ready to 
talk with die United States on the 
issue of Osama bin Laden. Kabul 
favours good relations with 
Washington*. 

'^e want the issue of Osama bin 
Laden to be resolved in a way in 
which the Islamic laws and Afghan 
culture are respected and the 
United States* concerns are also 
completely satisfied.** 

In the VOA interview, Sheehan 
said the US, and now also the UN, 
wanted that Taliban should aban- 
don "harbouring** Osama bin 
Laden and hand him over to the 
court so that "he is tried for the 
charges framed against him**. 
— ^Agencies 
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Ililiban discuss Osam 



WASfflNGTOI^r (AFP) - A senior US 
diplomat met Monday with a represent- 
ative of Afghamstan's ruling Taliban 
militia to di^mss the cxpulsicm of Osa- 
ma bin Laden from Afghan soil. 

*Thc focus of the meeting was the 
Osama bin Laden issue.' said State De- 
partment spdcesman' James Rubin, fol- 
lowinig a meeting between US Assist- 
ant Secretary of State for South Asia 
Karl Inderfiuth and the Taliban's New 
York-based representative Abdul Ha- 
keem MujidikL 

^^They discussed various about 
h^^jv to resolve our conccms^ii thi^ 
^«Wn said, adding ho\^ever ^^t 



US anti-terrorism 
official 
meets Taliban 

WASHINGTON, Oct 19: A US 
anti*terrorism official met a repre- 
sentative of the Taliban to lu-ge the 
handover of Osama bin Laden, the 
State Department said on Tuesday. 

The meeting followed a UN 
Security Council vote last Friday 
threatening sanctions on the 
Taliban unless Bin Laden is handed 
over within 30 days. 

Spokesman James Foley said 
Michael Sheehan, the department's 
coordinator for counter-terrorism, 
met Taliban representative Abdul 
Hakeem MujaMd in New York on 
Monday. 

** Ambassador Sheehan explained 
to Mr Mujahid the implications of 
last Friday's UN SC vote that will 
impose sanctions on the Taliban 
unless Osama is turned over to 
authorities in a country where he 
can be brought to justice,** Foley 
told reporters. He said the US 
hoped the Taliban would comply 
within the 30-day period specified 
in the resolution, but gave no 
details of the discussion.— Reuters 

DAWN 



Washington did not necessarily expect 
a quick resolution to die matto-. 

'Various id^ were discussed in that 
regard ... but J can't say we know what 
the outcome Will be,* he sakL 

Osama, ^o has been indicted in the 
United States for his alleged lole in the 
August 1998 bombmgs of US embas- 
sies in Kenya and Tanzania, lives in 

Afghanistan as a 'guest* of the Islamic 
militia. 

/Die United States is demiuiding thM 
Osama be expelled and sent to a coun*- 
toy where he cmb^ brou^t to justke, 
«en iteys agn^Ca^ Security OmcH 
even voted to freeze funds to the Tali- 
ban group and ban flights of their air- 
craft unless bin Laden was handed ovei 
by November 14. 

The militia had rejected the resoiu- 
tion, calling it *cruel and unjust* — bui 
on Saturday the Taliban said it wa< 
ready for talks with Washington on 
Osama, saying it wanted the issue re- 
solved through high-level negotiations. 
Rubm refused to comment on the 
Ideas' discussed by Inderfurth and 
Mujahid for expelling Osama, but said 
he believed the Taliban was now talk- 
ing because *there isn^t too much dmc 
left before these sanctions begin to bite. * 
Before the Monday meeting Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine Albright said 
she believed Mujahid would want to 
talk about the Taliban's concern ovei 
the sanctions. Albright noted that talk* 
between the Taliban and US officials 
were not unusual, but stressed that dis- 
cussions about recognition of the mili* 
tia would not progress unless the Osama 
issue was resolved. *Wc've told them ii 
will not be possible to make progress on 
these issues until Osama bin Laden is 
expelled from the Taliban-occupied ter- 
ntoiy to a place where he can be broughi 
to justice,' she said. 
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US sees Taliban offer to 
try Osama a possible 
prelude to expulsion 



WASHINGTON; Scrambling to 
avert international sanctions, 
Taliban government of Afghanistan 
has offered to convene a panel of 
Islamic judges to try hero of the 
Islamic world Osama bin Laden in a 
possible prelude to his expulsion, 
Clinton administration officials said 
on Friday. 

Hie officials cautioned that they 
have not reached any conclusions 
about the seriousness of the offer^ 
which was made by the Taliban's 
representative in New York, Abdul 
Hakim Mujahid, in a meeting in 
Washington on Monday with Karl F. 
Inderfurth, assistant secretary of 
state for South Asian affairs. 
^ Mujahid also told Inderfurth that 
the Taliban would be willing to 
place Osama under house arrest, a 
proposal US officials described as 
laughable. 

On the other hand, they said, the 
Taliban do appear to be responding 
to international pressure to expel 
Osama, a wealthy Saudi native who 
has been indicted in New York in 
connection with the bombing of two 
US embassies in East Africa last 
year, 

Earlier this month, the UN 



By John Lancaster 

Security Council voted to impose 
sanctions on the Taliban if 
Afghanistan did not expel Osama by 
Nov. 14 to a country where he could 
be brought to trial. 

Osama also is apparently feeling 
the heat. In a letter to the Taliban's 
supreme leader, Mullah 
Mohammed Omar, Osama asked for 
a guarantee of safe passage to an 
unspecified country, according to a 
report on Friday by the indepen- 
dent Afghan Islamic Press. The 
report, which US officials deem 
credible, quoted a spokesman for 
Omar as saying that Osama sought 
Taliban's assistance in reaching a 
secret location that would be known 
only to **the Taliban chief and one 
other person." 

The Taliban has since made it 
known through official channels 
that the likely destination is Iraq. 
US officials say they presume that 
the Taliban are publicizing Osama's 
letter as a means of putting pres- 
sure on Washington to act on the 
group's offer to convene a panel of 
Idamic scholars, or ulema, to judge 
bin Laden's fate. The panel would 
include representatives from Saudi 
Arabia, Afghanistan and a third 



Muslim country, according to two 
officials, with knowledge of the 
dffer. 

"Otir view on that is that whatev- 
er way is found to see that he is 
expelled or extradited and brought 
to justice is fine," said a senior 
administration official. "Ji an ulema 
(council) is a process that the 
TaMban wish to pursue, that's up to 
them." 

The Taliban, like Osama, espouse 
their own brand of Islam. 
Administration officials say there 
are two ways to interpret the 
group's offer. One is that Taliban 
officials desperately want to find a 
face-saving way to expel Osama to a 
country where he can be tried; a 
f decision to that effect by Islamic 
judges could give them the political 
cover to do so. Another interpreta- 
tion is that the Taliban have no 
intention of giving up Osama and is 
merely playing for time. 

In any event, an administration 
official said, **We'll not be bound to 
any decision of the ulema^ We're 
bound by the decision of the 
Security Council, but for them the 
clock is ticking."l>amn — LAT-^WP 
News Service (c) The Washington Post 
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RAWA supports Pakistan's 



efforts to end terrorism 



I 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The Revolutionary 
Association Women of Afghanistan 
(RAWA) while welcoming fiie recent 
remarks of Pakistani authorities against 
terrorist elements from all over the world 
who are hiding in Afghanistan, has 
stressed for joint efforts agamst those 
terrorists who are working against the 
interests of Pakistan and are thmat to the 
global peace. 

Through its communique on Mon- 
day, RAWA states, *these days the high 
authorities of Pakistan talk about the 
terrorism by the people who have been 
and still are being suf^rted and trained 
by Pakistan itself Since the first day of 
theriseoffundament^sts in April 1992, 
we have said to Nawaz Sharif and his 
government that the existence of these 
anti-women forces in Afghanistan are 
much larger and daricer adversity than 
the Russian invasion and therefore our 
people must be given condolence in- 
steid of congratulations. It has been 
years since we have said that the 
strengthening of the fundamentalists of 
all shades in our country will bite the 
security of the countries in the region 
beyond the will of any body. 

We have been telling the Pakistani 
authorities about crimes and treacher- 
ies, about amputation of hand and feet, 
about mass killings, about r^ of sev- 
enty years old mothers, about the dis- 
honour of elderly fathers and mothers, 
about destruction and snatching peo- 
plle^s properties ^1 committ^ by" the 



Jehadies and now the Talibaan, but un- 
fortunately not a single authority lis- 
tened to us." 

*Today if Nawaz Sharif and Shebaz 
Sharif and the others are giving state- 
ments about the interference of the 
Talibaan, about closing, dieir terrorist 
training camps in Afghanistan and are 
warning Mula Umar directly to close 
the camps, we really think this is a good 
beginning and we really appreciate it 
but it is not enough for any reasons 
because the Jehadies and die Talibaan 
must be trailed not only for the recent 
crimes they have conunitted but also for 
the treacheries and crimes in the last 10 
years. They must stop supporting the 
talibaan practically. It is quite clear that 
the Jehadies who were trained in Paki- 
stan could not last any longer when 
Pakistan along with the other countries 
stopped supporting them. Similarly the 
TaUbaan wUl not be able to continue 
with their political crimes anymore es- 
pecially if Pakistan stops supporting. 

The government of Pakistan must be 
well aware that the Talibaan like the 
Jehadies will kick off their masters at 
last and these terrorist training camps 
and the recent killings is the beginning. 
TJie people who are in power in Af- 
ghanistan today, will harm the people 
of Pakistan and even other countries in 
the region just in order to remain in 
power. Our people who have experi- 
enced cruelties and treacheries of all 
shades in the past 20 years know very 
well how to struggle against such crimi- 
nals ilhd Will never give iip lintil they are 



totally destroyed but we as the repre- 
sentatives of our trampled women would 
like to ask die govemment of Pakistan 
and especially Nawaz Sharif to take 
lessons from dieir past experiences ^nd 
start revealing the actual reality of .the 
Talibaan and strongly condenm them. 
We think only expressing ideas on^e 
media will not solve any problem. Poe- 
tical measures must be taken and ei^o- 
nomical and military aids to the Talibiian 
must be banned." 3 

Nawaz Sharif and his govemn|Bni 
should never allow that any Taliban ot 
Jehadi or any other fundamentalist Af- 
ghan or Pakistani, within any limit o1 
democracy that exists in Pakistan, b^ng 
about any alteration to the prestige oi 
Pakistan in the intonational commu- 
nity. Once again we appreciate the state- 
ments of Nawaz Sharif and others 
against the Talibaan. We believe )hat 
until the fundamentalists are there,: w€ 
must expect the worse kind of crii^es 
and cruelties in both the countries (mc 
wecannoteventhinkof peace and secu- 
rity. We hope that these statements i^ill 
not remain limited to words only jbut 
rise to practical steps and changes in^the 
policies of Pakistan about Afghanistan 
We believe that the people of both coiin- 
tries wilt take part in a united and deci- 
sive struggle for the complete elimka- 
tion of the fundamentalists and (^fi- 
nitely ti^e democratic government! oi 
Pakistan will also play its important 
role. Hoping for the day when the filth 
of fundamentalism is eliminaiec 
thix)ugh6ut the world," -'^ 
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Stan urges 
efforts to end Afj^an war 

Expresses concern over massive drug smuggling in region 



UNITED NATIONS: The President of 
the Central Asian Republic of 1^ ik- 
istan said on FViday the world should 
"do everything possable" to help end 
the war in neighbouring Afghanistan, 
which he said was destabilising the 
region. 

Emomali Raidunonov, n^ose small 
impoverished country shares a 950- 
mile border with Afghanistan, also 
told the United Nations it should be 
very worried by massh^ smugging of 
A5^Tan opium through Tajikistan. 

"We are extremely concerned by 
the continuing intrarAfghan conflict 
The worid communily must do every- 
thing possible for the soonest restorar 
tion of peace on Afghan soil," 
Rakhmonovsaid. "Engulf ed flames 
of conflict, Afj^ianistan is a source of 
many threats destabilising the situa- 
tion in Tgyikistan, all of Central Asia 
and far beyond," he added. 

The Islamist Taliban movement, 



which controls about 90 per cent of 
the country, is battling an q[)posllion 
alliaiK^ led by Ahmad Shah Masud. 

Kabul says Teyikistan, Uzb^ld£rt;an, 
Russia and Iran are baddng the op- 
position, which in tumb accuses Pak- 
istan (tf supporting the TEOiban. 

"We^l^onsider that the Security 
Council should once again very seri- 
ously review the situation in and 
around Afghanistan and take action, 
induding imposing sanctk>ns against 
those who violate resolutions of the 
Security Council and the General As- 
s^ly," Raldononov said. 

Last December the Security Coun- 
cil issued a resolution demanding the 
factions in Afghanistan, in particular 
the Taliban, to ent^ peace talks and 
threatened unspecified measures if 
there was no compliance. 

Rakhmonov said he backed the 
peacemaking efforts of the so-called 
*sfac idus two group' - China, Iran, Pak- 



istan, Teu'ikistan, Ibrkmenistan and 
Uabekistan - |dus the United States and 
Russia. Last Monday UN Secretary 
Gena:al Kofi Annan shsu:i^ criticised 
the group, saying unnamed members 
wwe acUially supporting some of the 
Afghan faction. Rakhmonov said the 
Commonwealth of Ihdq)endent States, 
the successor organisation to the So- 
viet Union, was doing all it could to 
stop the spread of TWiban's "militam 
kleolQgy" and the related flow of arms, 
crime and terrorism. 

"I wish to particular^ emphasise 
the seriousness of the drug problem. 
The protracted war in Afghankan, in 
particular, has turned the country into 
one of the main drug centres of the 
worid," Rakhmonov said. Russian 
border guards are helping patrol the 
Tegik-Afghan border - much of which 
is mountainous * wtdch marks the be- 
ginidng of the trani^t route for drugs 
destined for Europe. — Reuters 



Taliban's help for Japenese 

sought 



Bf ismail nui ^ 

PESHAWAR: Chairman Human 
Right Watch, Kyrgysim, Tursam 
Bek Akunov on Saturday appealed 
to the Taliban to let him and his 
team visit Afghanistan, meet the 
leader of Uzbekistan's Islamic Party 
and help secure the release of 
Japanese hostages and a Kyrgyz 
general being held by Islamic radi- 
cals in the central A^an republic of 
I5yrgystan. 

"I appeal to them to let us visit 
Afghardstan and help us secure the 
release of the Japanese hostages and 
our military general," Tursam Bek 
told The News at a local guest house 
here. The Kygyz human rights ac- 
thist, vrho arrived in P^ddstan along 
with his two team members on 
September 26, said he had met with 
Taliban's ambassador to Pakistan 
Saeedur Rehman Haqqani to seek 
visas for Afghanistan but to no avail. 
"He told us that we are not wel- 
comed in Afghanistan." 

Bek, who is also the chairman of 
Congress of Human Rights mtch in 
central Asia, said he had met with a 
commander of the Islamic opposi- 



tion in Zardali village In Dadkin re- 
gicm in Kyrgystan to se^ his he^ in 
securing the release of ibe four 
Japanese hostages and mHitiffy gen* 
eral. He said thi^MusaAbdur Rah- 
man, an Uzbek commander of the 
radical Islamic part, called his leader 
Muhammad Tahir in Kabul and had 
let him kn^w of his endeavours. 

"He called Tahit on his satellite 
phone and toldf him about our ef- 
forts," l\usam recalled. "Tahir asked 
us to reach Kabul where he would 
discuss with us the modalities of 
hostages' release," he said. 

Islamic radicals kidnapped four. 
Japanese and a military general of 
Ki^'gystan about two months back. 
Ibrsam quoted Mus Abdur Rahman 
as saying that all five hostages, be- 
lieved to be in Kyrgyz mountains, 
were all right "He set no obndition 
for their release," he said. 

Tursam, who said he was very 
well known to the Islamic radiciQs 
and had had extremely good rela- 
tions with Chechen warlord Shamil 
Basayev, maintained that he was try- 
ing to mediate the release of the 
hostages since the Kyrgyz govern- 
ment dubbed the radicals as bandts 



and (fid not want to talk to them. 

He said that Musa had told him 
that TEthir would track them down 

^ once they reached Afghanistan. "W& 
know that this is our last chance to 
secure a peaceful release of the 
homages, otherwise the government 
is preparing to use force and there 
would be a lot of bloodshed. 
Japanese are our guests and we do 
not want any harm coming to them." 

The human rights activist said 
that the ipban had denied the pres- 
ence of Muhammad TMi in Kabul 
and had thus derded them visas. 

f A^^iian ambassad^ toki us that 
^e TU&dn were alreadly under a lot 
of pressure cm account of Osama bin 
Laden. "We cannot afford imother 
issue," he quoted Saeedur Rahman 
Haqqani as saying. 

The lUiban hs^ denied any links 
with Isljtodc radicals in the neigh- 
boring Muslim central Asian re- 
publics. "What have th^r got to hide. 
If Tahir is not there and we don't see 
him tto:e. win tdl the worid that 
he is not tto:e," Tahir Bek said. He 
said that so far he had received no 
help either frmn the 'Mban and the 
Pakistani government ofSdals. 



Iran strresses 
broad-based govt 
in Afghanistan 

UNITED NATIONS (NNI) - The Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi 
has reiterated Tehran's call for the 
establishment of a broad-based gov- 
ernment in the war-ravaged Afghani- 
stan. 

Addressing annual coordination 
meeting of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (QIC) on the side line of 
the UN General Assembly session, 
Kharazi said that the establishment of 
a broad based government accommo- 
dating all Afghan segments is the only 
solution to the Afghan conflict. 

Kharazi also met the UN Secretary- 
General's special envoy for Afghani- 
stan, Lakhdar Brahimi. During the 
meeting, Brahimi briefed Kharazi on 
the outcome of his visit to Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. He said the United Na- 
tions has been stressing for a negotiat- 
ed settlement of the Afghan crisis. 

The Iranian Foreign Minister ex- 
pressed regret over prevailing deplora- 
ble conditions in Afghanistan. 
Rakhmanov concerned over 
infighting 

Meanwhile. Tajik President Em- 
mamoli Rakhmanov has expressed se- 
rious concern over continuation of war 
in the neighbouring Afghanistan. 

Speaking at the UN General Assem- 
bly session, he accused Taliban of caus- 
ing irreparable loss to the country 
through their war-mongering policies. 
He urged the regional countries and the 
United Nations to find a solution for 
putting an end to the prevailing tension 
in war-torn Afghanistan. 

Rakhmanov said that Taliban have 
been pursuing a dangerous path by con- 
verting the area under their controlled 
into narcotics den. 



Iran demands 
broad-based govt 
in Afghanistan 

UNITED NATIONS: The Iranian Fbr- 
eign Minister Kamal Kharazi has rdt^ 
erated Tehran's call for the establish- 
ment of a broadl)ased government in 
the war-ravaged Afghanistan. 

Addressing aipual coordination 
meting of the Organisation of Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC) on the side 
line of the UN General Assembly ses- 
sion, iCharazi'said that the establish- 
ment of a broad based government 
accommodating all Ai^^ian segments 
is the only solution to the Afghan 
conflict 

Kharazi also met the UN Secre- 
tary General's special envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi Dur- 
ing the meeting, Brahimi briefed 
Kharazi on the outcome of his visit 
to Afghanistan and Pakistan. He said 
the United Nations has been stress- 
ing for a negotiated settlement of the 
Afghan crisis.--NNI 



f<'. 



Nawaz wanted 
crackdown on 
Taliban: UAE 

DUBAI, Oct 13: Arab officials, in 
recent contact with former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif, said on 
Wednesday they were concerned 
that the coup in Pakistan would 
thwart his planned crackdown on 
Taliban rulers. 

The officials said Mr Nawaz 
Sharif had briefed them on 
Islamabad's get-tough policy on the 
Taliban during Monday's visit to 
the UAE. 

"We still don't exactly know 
what is going on in Pakistan. We 
need to see whether the new lead- 
ership will keep up the pressiu-e on 
the Taliban," one official said, 
adding that Mr Sharif had made it 
clear that Pakistan had a new poli- 
cy towards the Taliban. 

"Sharif said he insisted that the 
Taliban stop all activities in 
Pakistan, hand over Osama bin 
Laden or ask him to leave 
Afghanistan and shut down all 
training camps," he said. 

He said Nawaz Sharif had told 
Gulf officials that he was especially 
concerned about the Taliban's role 
in a fresh wave of sectarian vio- 
lence in Pakistan. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Pakistan, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia had 
been urged by the United States to 
join a squeeze on the Taliban. — 
Reuters 
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Pakistan urges UN to resume 
assistance to Afghan refugees 



GENEVA (NNI) - Pakistan Tuesday 
asked the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees and the World Food Pro- 
gramme to resume their discontinued 
assistance for Afghan Refugees in Pa- 
kistan till voluntary repatriation takes 
place. 

Pakistan's Secretary Kashmir Affairs 
and Northern Areas Muhanmiad Zu- 
baur Kidwai made the demand while 
speaking at 50th session of the execu- 
tive committee of the UN High Com- 
mission^*s programme for Refugees in 
Geneva. 

Kidwai asked the UNHCR to play a 
catalytic role to attract resources for de- 
veloping income generating projects 
and reconstruction of peaceful areas^ 
inside Afghanistan in order to attract the 
Afghan refugees back to their home- 
land. 

He said in spite of the return of around 
2 million Afghan refugees, some 1.5 
million, continue to remain on Pakista- 
ni soil. '*As Pakistan continues to cater 
for the needs of these refugees, the dy- 
ing up of international assistance for the 
Afghan refugees has left Pakistan large- 
ly on its own to deal with this onerous 
burden". 

He said while Pakistan endeavors to 



provide assistance to the refugees with- 
out own limits resources. **We are End- 
ing it mcreasingly difficult to cater for 
the basic needs of the refugees who are, 
thmf ore, con^lled to leave the camps 
and shift to the urban centres in search 
of work". 

Kidwai told the meeting that the 
large-scale movement to urtoi centers 
and the subsequent participation of the 
refugees in economic activities in these 
areas has created multifarious admin- 
istrative, economic^security, and social 
problems. **This^hi^s led to growing 
imps^tience among ti^e locals with the 
Afghan refugees esp^ecially in areas 
wheifb the lai:ge refugee population has 
changed the demographic bdance. But 
we disagree with the objectives reflect- 
ed in the 1999 Mid- Year Progress Re- 
port regarding ^'operations in Pakistan" 
that gives the impression of a pattern 
of fear and intimidation. 

He proposed that grass-root NGOs 
should receive the fmancial support of 
the international community for their 
work in food delivery, providing basic 
facilities like health, education, drink- 
ing water and forest care for the Afghan 
rei^gees. He said though Pakistan con- 
tinues to look after the Afghan refugees. 



PPP never backed 
Taliban, says Benazir 



ISLAMABAD: F^dstan People's F^ 
(PPP) never backed the rise of Tal- 
iban, opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto said on Thursday. 

She was talking to Wall Masood, 
brother of Af j^ian leader Ahmad Shah 
Masoody in L^on and discussed the 
prevailing situation in South A^ with 
specific reference to Afghanistan. 

Benazir informed Masood that 
contrary to the public perceptions, 
the PPP did not hai± the rise of the 
Taliban. She said she had instructed 
the government to persuade the Ted- 
iban to reach an understanding with 
other Afghan ^ups, including 
Ahmad Shah Masood and General 
Dostum k the North idiilst inproving 
their relations with neighbouring 
countries ^ich as Iran. 

She said that whilst the PPP was 
in power, the Taliban did not cross 
into Kabul. However, after her 
brother was killed as part of the conr 
spiracy to destabilise the PPP gov- 
ernment, the Te^ban marched into 
Kabul unilaterally thus leading to are- 



newed crisis in that war-torn country. 

She emphasised tliat the PPP be- 
lieved in a pdi<^ of non-int^erence 
in Afj^ianistan. It welcomed efforts 1^ 
the United Nations special envoy to 
build upon a solution, which had the 
backing of the different important 
players in Afghanistan. 

Benazir also took the opportunity 
to explain the PPP*s vision of South 
Asia for the new Millennium. In this 
regard she said that we are Mng in 
an era of globalisation where interna- 
tional standards of good governance 
and transparency are taJdng root. 
This is an era vrimt the markets will 
domhiate the political dh*ection and 
influence of nations. It was her hope 
that the nations of South Asia would 
be able to build a FYeelhbde z(»ie, al- 
lowing for the free movement of peo- 
ple, common taiififo, a ccmimon mar- 
ket and a common approach to the 
universal values human digpnily. 

1^ conv^ed the greethigs of the 
PPP to Ahmad iShah Masood and to 
his supporters- — NNI 



it cannot be expected to carry this biir^ 
den alone. Pakistan, he said, generotisj 
ly responded to the protection needsii^l 
Afghan refugees fleeing from persec^t 
tion and foreign occupation. **The ecoj 
nomic cost of Pakistan of hosting thi 
Afghan refugees has been incalculable! 
Damage to infrastructure, roads, canal^ 
drainage and sewerage systems ha^ 
been considerable. Entire forests hav< 
disi^)peared. Education and Health inj 
stitutions are under severe strain'*. 

Pakistani official maintained thai 
those Afghan refugees who return'^ 
their homes inside Afghanistan h^ 
been marred by the ravages of years* bi 
war and internal strife for them. "Paklj 
Stan is the land of economic opportuni* 
ty where they can find comparativeij 
attractive jobs. The earning members^ el 
the family thus always return to Pakii 
Stan in search of work*'. I 
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Pakistan asks 
Taliban to shut 
terrorist camps 

PM says Afghanistan-trained 
elements behind sectarian violence 



From SIKANDER HAYAT 

ISLAMABAD — Prime 
Minister Nawaz SKarif Thursday 
said that he had demanded of the 
Taliban leadership to ensure an 
immediate closure of the terrorist 
camps in Afghanistan. 

"Information based on hard ev- 
idence has come to light that the 
perpetrators of the recent upsurge 
in sectarian violence in Pakistan 
were trained in a camp inside 
Afghanistan. We want these 
camps to be closed down immedi- 
ately,** he added. 

Talking to newsmen at the 
Prime Minister's House Nawaz 
said a delegation led by the direc- 
tor-general of the Inter-Services 
Intelligence Lt-Gen. Ziauddin was 
.sent to Kandahar who conveyed 
Pakistan's demand for the closure 
of the training camps by providing 
Taliban's supreme leader, Mulla 
Omar with strong evidence of 
presence of such camps in 
Afghanistan. 

Scores of people have been 
killed in various parts of Pakistan, 
some in a mosque, in the last few 



days, reviving the ghost of sectari- 
an violence which till recently had 
disappeared. The killers acted Kke 
highly-trained professionals. 
The prime minister said "we 



Militia evades 
comments 

ISLAMABAD (NNl) - 
Taliban Thursday avoided 
comments on Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's remarks about 
the presence of terrorist camps 
in Afghanistan. 

"There is no need to com- 
ment. Our central leadership 
may come up with reaction, 
an Afghan source said. 

Nawaz Sharif said Thursday 
Pakistan has made clear to 
Taliban government to take 
concrete steps to eradicate ter- 
rorist training camps that are 
operating inside Afghanistan. 



have made it clear" to the 
Afghanistan government that the 
presence of terrorist camps on 
Afghan soil are unacceptable. 
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"We will not let anybody sabotage 
peace and stability of Pakistan." 

"Then we will see" was the 
prime minister's response when 
asked what would be Pakistan's 
reaction in case the Taliban lead- 
ership did not respond favourably 
to its demand for closing the train- 
ing camps. 

Only a day before, on 
Wednesday, a Foreign Office 
spokesman denied involvement of 
the Taliban in the sectarian vio- 
lence. The Foreign Office virtual- 
ly contradicted a statement by 
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif a 
day earlier to the effect that sec- 
tarian violence in Pakistan was 
basically handiwork of the terror- 
ists trained in Afghanistan. 

The supreme leader of the 
Taliban has denounced the sectari- 
an terrorism in Pakistan and de- 
nied involvement in it. But, 
Nawaz said that Pakistan's allega- 
tion was based on hard evidence 
which was collected when some 
terrorists after caught and interro- 

he !premier, howevef, did not 
say if any other outside power or 
source, too, was involved in fan- 
ning sectarian violence in 
Pakistan. **We are also probing if 
any other%ctcmal entity is also 
involved in sectarian violence in 
Pakistan. As long as there is no 
solid proof of anyone else's in- 
volvement, I will not say any- 
thing," he added. 

But he immediately qualified 
his statement to bail-out others 
than Afghans by saying "there are 
some people who do not want to 
see a prosperous Pakistan." 

The prime minister said that 
we were considering all possibili- 
ties to stop terrorism. "It is regret- 
table that some anti-social ele- 
ments are bent upon creating law 
and order situation in the country. 
All the provincial governments 
have been asked to deal with 
•these elements strictly," he con- 
cluded. 



Major shift in Pakistan 
policy on Afghanistan 



J 



By Umer Farooq 



ISLAMABAD - Pakistan's Afghan 
policy has undergone a basic Shift 
though, there doesn*t seem to be con- 
sensus in the policy making circles on 
the change which is primarily the re- 
sult of growing international pressure 
on Pakistan on the issue of internation- 
al terrorism. 

Though the statements of Prime Min- 
ister Nawaz Sharif and other senior gov- 
ernment functionaries about the exist- 
ence of terrorist training camps in Af- 
ghanistan are a strong indicator of the 
policy shift, the change in policy start- 
ed becoming apparent following a cab- 
inet decision in the month of August to 
start negotiations with the Afghan op- 
position. 

Following the decision a high level 
delegation led by Interior Secretary 
Rustam Shah held talks with Northern 
Alliance representatives in Dushanbe 
and Taliban leadership in Kandhar. 



Apparently, the aim was to bring the 
two warring factions to the negotiating 
table. This attempt has achieved only a 
marginal success but nevertheless it in- 
dicates change from the previous stance 
when the officials used to emphasis 
Taliban dominace of Afghanistan as the 
prime reality. 

The shift seems to be sudden as only 
a few days ago in a meeting at the Inte- 
rior Ministry on the law and order situ- 
ation, there was no mention of terrorist 
training camps in Afghanistan. The 
meeting which took place a two days 
before Chief Minister of Punjab Shah- 
baz Sharif made the startling statement, 
was attended by the senior officials of 
law-enforcement and intelligence agen- 
cies. The meeting comprehensively re- 
viewed the law and order situation, 
however, according to sources there was 
no mention of Afghanistan in connec- 
tion with the law and order situation in 
Pakistan. 

The confusion in the official circles 



Fazl vows to back 
Taliban against US 



F.P. Bureau Report 

MINGORA - Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, amir Jamiat Ulema-i- 
Islam (JUI) has warned the rulers 
of dire consequences if they al- 
lowed the United State*s forces to 
attack at Taliban from Pakistan's 
land. 

Fazlur Rehman, while address- 
ing a public meeting here in Grassi 
Ground Thursday expressed his 
concern the statement of Shahbaz 
Sharif against Taliban vowed to do 
every thing in the defence of the 
Taliban. 

He said unemployment, price- 
hike were on their peak and the 
rulers had failed to control the situ- 
ation. 

Haji Sardar Ali presented some 



resolutions and condemned the 
government for increasing rates of 
power. He asked the IGP NWFP to 
appoint a permanent SSP in Swat, 
and recover all the amounts from 
the people involved in Swat visa 
scandal, he also demanded baa on 
the activities of Agha Khan foun- 
dation and arrest of the killers of 
Maulana Ghitrali. Maulana 
Ubaidur Rehman, Maulana Gul 
Naseeb, Qari Abdul Bais, also ad- 
dressed on the occasion and criti- 
cised the government's policies. 

They said their party was an or- 
ganised one and it would launch a 
country-wide anti-government 
movement. 

They also flayed IMF, Worid 
Bank for dictating to Pakistan. 



is also reflected in the statement issued 
by the Foreign Office to clarify the 
assertions of the Punjab Chief Minister 
about training camps in Afghanistan. 
Without naming the Taliban or Af^ani- 

stan, the Chief Minister told a news 
conference tiiat Riaz Basra and other 
terrorists are getting training in aneigh- 
bouring country, though the reference 
was obvious. 

The Foreign Ministry issued a clanfi- 
cation.the very next day which was 
clearly aimed at absolving Taliban of 
involvement in sectarian killings in Pa- 
kistan. The Foreign Office statement 
said that the Chief Minister didn't ac- 
cuse Taliban of involvement in the inci- 
dents of terrorism in the country. 

The Ministry statement went a step 
further and accused some elements of 
cres^ting differences between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan by distorting the state- 
ment of the Chief Minister. 

Regarding the visit of IS! DC to Kan- 
dahar the Foreign Office termed it as 
part of routine consultative process be- 
tween the two countries. 

However, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif the very next day spoke in detail 
about changed perceptions of his gov- 
ernment policy vis-^-vis happenings in 
Afghanistan. He told the news brietlng 
that some of the terrorists, rounded up 
recently, disclosed to the investigators 
that they got trainmg in Afghanistan. 
The Prime Minister during the Press 
briefing also said that he sent IS! DG to 
Afghanistan to talk about the issue. 

The fact that there is confusion on the 
issue among the official circles is re- 
flected by the fact that the Foreign Of- 
fice clarification was approved by the 
Cabinet. This confusion is likely to have 
practical implications on Pakistan's 
policy vis-^i-vis Afghanistan and how it 
will reflect on the situation country is 
facing as a result of Indian propaganda 
blitz regarding Pakistan's involvement 
in international terrorism. The Indian 
propaganda blitz is aimed at establish- 
ing connection between happenings in 
Afghanistan and invemational terror- 
ism. 
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No shift in 
Afghan 
poHcy, 

says Sartaj 

By Ansar Abbasi 



ISLAMABAD, Oct 8: Pakistan on 
Friday annottneed that tb#re was 
no shift in Islamabaii's policy 
towards the Taliban. 

Talking to Dawn, Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz said: "One 
should distinguish between 
Afghanistan and Taliban to uii4^ 
stand IslEunabad's cry". 

Referring to the statements by 
the prime minister, Punjab chief 
imaister and latest (on Friday) by 
the interior minister in which the 
three had accused Afghanistan of 
being involved in sectarian vio* 
lence and drug smuggling via 
Pakistan, Mr Aziz said: "We are mt 
blaming Taliban". 

"K any objectionable activity is 
taking place within Afghanistan, it 
does not mean that it is happening 
with the approval of the Taliban 
government," the foreign minister 
said while trying to remove the 
confusion about Pakistanis policy 
on Afghanistan. 

He said the TaUban had assxured 
fidlest support to Pakistan in these 
areas of concerns and promised to 
cooperate at all levels. 

He categorically said that the 
statements of the PM, Punjab CM 
and the interior minister had 
referred to the objectionable activ- 
ities taking place in Afghanistan. 
"No one had blamed the Taliban," 
he added. 

Many objectionable things, he 
said, were happening even in 
Pakistan without the consent of the 
government. Afghanistan, he 
added, was a v6ry unstable aad 
unsettled territory and the Taliban 
had no firm control over it. 

*^Since it is a dif:Bcalt place to 
rule, it has become a haven for 
drug barons, terrorists and evil ele- 
ments,** Sfr AMz said, adding that 
because of the government's loose 
control the illicit activities of such 
elements were spilling over to 
Pakistan and other areas as well. 

The minister said ^he general 
impression about the shift of 
Pakistan's policy on Afghanistan 
was "false**. He reiterated that 
when Pakistan talked about 
Afghanistan it did not mean that it 
was h^diiif tbe Taliban responsi- 
ble. 



PQP chief VOWS 
to unite Afghans 



From Oor Comspmident 

PESHAWAR - Former federal min- 
ister amd chief of his faction 
Pukhtoonkhwa Quami Party 
Mohammad Afzal Khan has announced 
to initiate struggle for unification of the 
PukbtooQS^ settled (m b<Hh sides of the 
DuraiklLtne: 

"When the former Soviet Union dis- 
inte^ated and converted into several 
sfifitess cni ll£ name <tf nationalities and 
Hong Kong merged with China on such 
grounds, then why the Pukht(x>ns are 
be mms^m4 ft fm& 
cordmam hm at fe^stm m 
day. 

Banked by^ a iramto of FQP stal- 
warts from all over the province, 
Mohammad Afzal Khan said, in a bid to 
build up a consensus amQnj| the 
Pukhtoons, hehad d^ided to a»nv«De a 
Grand Jirga. 

Explaining further his proposed deci- 
sion, Mohammad Afzal Khan said that 
it could be a non-political gathering and 
could be participated by 3ie Pukhtoon 
politicians, intdl«:tuaUi, professional 
and oihen not only fhHn Pakistan and 
Afghanistam but from all over the world. 
He, while answering to a question, said 
that all leading figures of me religious- 
cum-political circles will also be in- 
vited to the proposed Jir^a. He added 
Aat in the light of this jirga, he 
intended to give an opportunity to 
elders of this scattered nation to sit 
aorQAsattifewiiliindmit a solotion to 
their problems. 

Answering to yet another ques- 
tion. M#amBM»ljA^a) W&m tsid 
that venue, date and time of the pro- 
posed grand jirga could be decided 
on completion of the contacts. He 
added that he is being assisted by his 
associates like Murtaza Shaheen, 
Riaz Khattak, Nisar Mazloom. He 
said that all those who favour his 
initiatives need to cont^ Uiem aiMi 
help them. 

In response to a question, Mohammad 
Afzal Khan said that religious forces 
need to cement his efforts as unification 
of Pukhtoons may be considered unifl- 




Moiiammad Afzal Khan 

acfdrtssing a Press 
coi^NHiee^-Staff photo 

cation of the Muslims as the Pukhtoons 
are Muslim as a whole nation. Elaborat- 
ing further his point of view, the PQP 
leader said diat Central Asian Repub- 
lics have been established on the name 
of nationdittes andG^nroans have joined 
each o^r mi such grounds, therefore, 
tfie Pukhtoons must be allowed for a re- 
uniting. 

He further said that almost all of the 
region^ countries, particularly Paki- 
stan want to establish consumer mar- 
kets in the Central Asian Republics 
but situation of Afghanistan is 
main hurdle. 

After unification of the Pukhtoons, 
#eiecouldbepeaceiai||normdcyiBidI 
over theregion. Mohammad Afzal Khan 
while answering to a question, claimed 
that no one could replace the theme of 
nationalism and he diverted attention 
towards disintegration of the former 
Soviet Union. 

He added that Soviet Communist 
revolution had dominated the Central 
Asian Region for around 70 years and 
even the Communists from Russia had 
made their best to replace culture, tradi- 
tions, language and other aspeiSiS of 
these Muslims by their own. 



y\[gfianlslan 0%^^ Capping 



paving wpp 
for US attack |ii 
Afghanistan: Fazl 



From Our Cormpondent 

NOWSHERA-ChiefofJUIMaulana 
Ifazlur JUbawi saic) thi^ the Gav-^ 
enuiiaitofP9lQb;tei$tryi^ 
way for ^ Cluiton fdministratioh to ^ 
attack Afghanistan a^d destroy the 
Taliban govenunent in order tp please 
> the Americans. 

After disintegration of Soviet Union 
the USA now has turned her attention 
towaids the Isl^nic inovements par- 
tk»iIadyin<mdiepretaxtdiatiheTaliban 
government was protecting the terror- 
ists and violatmg the human rights **he 
criticised adding that when Afghani- 
stan was ruled by professors and engi- 
neers and violation of human rights was 
on the peak. America did not react but 
now as the government was run by the 
Taliban the USA has started making 
objectionsAddressing a well-attended 
public gathering inconnecdon with mass 
mobilising movement against the 
American here Saturday at Manki 
Chowk of Nowshera Maulana warned 
Anierifia not^to^ipdulge in the .affairs of, ^ 
Pakistanffluiidi^jligiousm ^; 
erwise Bm Qmton anci his 



be responsible of dire consequeiip^. . 

Referring to the tussle betweon.^ 
government and oi^x>slti(»i he si^ Ait: 
both aides are engaged p a ^ci^^ 
please the Amcdcan, hoyftvctmi^e^ 
that in presence of JUI ^ one can niake 
the Muslims of this re^pn slaves. 
' He maintained diatoofwhde systemi 
inclu<^g economy, poMcs anddefoK^e 
weietun^r the influence of An»rica. 

He was of the view that our b^<^t is 
prepared undo: the {^perviiicii;^^ 
and WB and was the 
presented by the government of Nawaz 
Sharif was prepared by IMF. Heliaidia: 
added that though the government has 
claimed to have presented a tax 
budget but on the contrary |ucef '^n;^| 
imposed on the masses, malan^ IIm^ 
lives miserable. ''[-^^^^VM^ 

Maulana Fazlur Rehman nia^c tbe 
audience laugh whoi he cited the ^sxisth 
pie of Nawaz Sharif and said^that 
during the address of Nawaz Sharif 
to the nation after Kargil crisisNawaz 
Sharif has given a wise philosophy by 
arguing that war needs courage but to 
^ave the batt^^i^d needs ,pomebiny 
agB than war. ' - • ^ • 7 > 



* Govt implicating 
Taliban to please US' 



By Our Staff Reporter 

RAWALPINDI - The Naib Amir, 
Harkatul Jehad Al-Islami, Maulana Mo- 
hammad Ahmed said that the govern- 
ment was falsely implicating Taliban in 
the present wave of sectarian violence 

cry and the move was aimed at pleasing the 

5' .; United States. 

\ Addressing a Press conference at 
Rawalpindi Press Club Saturday after- 
; ^ 2 noon he said all these allegations were 
ci.> levelled against Taliban on the direc- 
tion of US as United States wanted to 
label Afghanistan as terrorist state and 
to isolate it among the comity of na- 
tions. He further said that America was 
afraid of growing popularity of Islamic 
movements all over the world and was 
working on a plan ^o contain these 
movements and to label Muslims as ter- 
rorists. 

He alleged that under a US direction 
th^ government of Mian Nawaz Sharif 
was working on a plan to ban religious 
organisations in the country and the vil- 
ification campaign against Taliban was 
I part of that plan. 

He said the sectarian violence in the 



country existed much before Taliban 
came into existence in Afghanistan and 
people of Pakistan would not believe 
in these false allegations. 

He said people of Pakistan would not 
let the government ban religious organ- 
isations and would foil any such attempt 
by Mian Nawaz Sharif who was play- 
ing in the hands of United States. 

He further said that after the Kargil 
debacle Mian Nawaz Sharif just to bail 
his government out was levelling charg- 
es of terrorism against Mujahideen. He 
said that his party and od^er religious 
and Jehad outfits would thwart his anti- 
Islam and anti-state moves. 

He demanded of the government to 
release the activists of his party who 
were arrested in connection with the 
present wave of terrorism in the 
country.He said that they were peace 
loving citizens and promoting the sa- 
cred cause of Jehad and Islam in the 
country. 

He said that they would be holding 
the meeting of Majlis-i-Shoora in next 
few days arid would announce future 
line of action viz-a-viz government pol- 
icy towards Taliban. 



Drugs, terrorists 
coming from 
Kabul: Sartaj 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) -Foreign 
Minister Sart^ Aziz has said drugs 
and terrorists are coming into 
Pakistan from Afghanistan but added 
that Taliban could not be held 
responsible for it o^ying to the bad 
situation in that country. 

**In fact, civil war has been going 
on in Afghanistan for the last twenty 
years. Earlier, the Russians invaded 
Afghanistan and now too the situation 
is bad there. Every kind of people 
have gathered there and Taliban could 
not be blamed for it", Sartaj Aziz said 
in an interview with the BBC. 

He dispelled the impression that 
Taliban are deliberately cbing so saying 
-Islamabad has sought the cooperation 
of the student militia because the 
/deteriorating situation in Afghanistan 
casts its effect on Pakistan as well. Drugs 
and terrorists are coming into Pakistan 
from Afghanistan. Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, he said, made the 
statement to seek Taliban's cooperation 
for preventing these people as 
Afghanistan was creating problem for 
Pakistan. 

The minister said that Taliban have 
pledged that they would make efforts 
and would definitely cooperate with 
Pakistan if any terrorist is found in their 
country. He said that Taliban have said 
that they do not want the Afghan soil to 
be used for such activities creating 
problems and concern for other 
countries. 

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
recently said the terrorist training camps 
are existed in Afghanistan. He said that 
an intelligence team has gone to Kandhar 
to hold talks with the Taliban leader 
Mulla Mohammad Omar Akhund on 
the issue. The delegation demanded 
Mulla Omar to close down the terrorist 
camps and also hand over a list of the 
terrorists. 

Sartaj Aziz did not agree with the 
compere that the remarks of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif were aimed at 
releasing US pressure and said that 
Pakistan has all along been opposing 
terrorism. He added that Afghanistan 
itself is faced with terrorism. He also 
referred to a recent bomb blast in 
Kandhar killing and number of people. 
"Neither Islam nor anybody else allow 
terrorism and the entire world is opposed 
to it. We have always cooperated with 
them (United States) and there was no 
need to conv.^ any special message to 
Washington", Aziz said. 

Although Taliban have assured 
cooperation to Pakistan in checking the 
terrorism but said that it is not necessary 
that all the people demanded by Pakistan 
would be living in Afghanistan. 

NATION 
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Opposition backs 

UN sanctions 
against Taliban 



KABUL, Oct 17: Afghanistan's 
opposition alliance dn Sunday 
voiced its support for UN sanctions 
against the ruling Taliban move- 
ment, and called for further inter- 
national pressure on the militia. 

" We welcome and back the deci- 
sion. Only international pressure 
can force the Taliban to pursue 
basic international principles and 
we want more such pressure," 
Mohammad Habeel, a spokesman 
for opposition alliance commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, told Reutm. 

The UN Security Council on 
Friday approved a US-sponsored 
resolution for imposing aviation 
and financial sanctions on the 
Taliban if it failed to hand over 
Saudi terrorism suspect Osama bin 
Laden for trial. 

** Bin Laden is sponsoring world 



terrorism and his men are actually 
fighting with the Taliban against 
our forces to turn Afghanistan into 
a breeding ground for Islamic fun- 
damentalism worldwide,'* Habeel 
said. 

The UN Security Council sanc- 
tions take effect on November 14 
after a 30-day grace period unless 
bin Laden is handed over. The 
Saudi-bom bin Laden is wanted on 
charges he plotted the 1998 bomb- 
ings of two US embassies in Africa, 
in which more than 200 people 
died. 

The Taliban have rejected the 
UN decision and have vowed not to 
hand over bin Laden under any 
pressure. The Taliban say the 
United Nations acts under US pres- 
sure and has no authority of its 
own.-— Reuters 



Pakistan accused 
of intetfering in 
Afghan affairs 

ISLAMABAD: The ambassador of 
the deposed Afghan president in 
TEyikistan said P^rfdstan is openly 
interfering in th^ affairs of 
Afghanistan adding no other 
neighbouring counter is involved 
in such a blatant interference in 
that countay, reports Radio Tehraa 

Dr $yed Ibrahim Hekmat said 
the United Front has time and 
again told the PiOdstan. govern- 
ment that Islamabad cannot medi- 
ate owing to Its meddling in that 
country. 

He added Pakistan is being 
considered as a party in the 
Afghan conflict He said Pakistan 
is not onb^ supporting the Ifeliban 
rather is fighting along side the 
student militia against the forces 
of the Islamic government of 
Afghanistan. 

The Afghan official termed tiie 
arrest of a number of Pakistani 
forces during different operations 
by the United Front forces in 
Northern Afi^ianistan as a proof of 
Pakistan's interference.— NNI 
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Taliban advance on Taloqan 



KABUL (AFP) - Heavy fighting 
erupted across Afghanistan's northern 
front lines late Thursday as the opposi- 
tion conceded the militia had made fur- 
ther advances, backed by a resumption 
of air raids. 

Opposition United Front spokesman 
Mohammad Habeel said the opposition 
had shot down a Russian-made SU-22 
fighter jet with a US-made Stinger sur- 
face-to-air missile during the aerial 
bombardments over the Taloqan, pro- 
vincial capital of Takhar. 

*The pilot and the plane fell on our 
side of the front lines. The pilot could 
not eject himself after the plane was 
shot down. Seventeen civilians also 
died and 25 others were wounded dur- 
ing the raids,' he said. \ 

Habeel said Taloqan remained a 
prime target for the militia who 
launched the second wave of their sum- 
mer offensive on Saturday, and the Tal- 
iban had advanced on the city from its 
northern flank. 

*The Taliban have made ground in- 
side Takhar province by capturing Haz- 
ar Bagh district to the north of Taloqan,* 
Habeel said. 

A Taliban spokesman was unavaila- 
ble for comment. Independent sources 



have confirmed the fighting and that 
civilians and foreign aid workers evacu- 
ated Taloqan amid fears the opposi- 
tion held city would fall to the Tal- 
iban. 

*There has been a lot of activity go- 
ing on. There was a lull this morning 
and bad weather had interrupted the air 
raids, but it appears the fighting is back 
on,* one western observer said. 

Taloqan is a strategic base for the 
opposition and controls the supply 
routes to bases held by the United Front 
in the south. Hazar Bagh lies 25 kilo- 
metres north of Taloqan. 

Tlie opposition said the United Front 
did not lose either city because of Tali- 
ban military pressure but withdrew be- 
cause both towns were surrounded by 
desert and fighting in deserts was like 
^committing suicide.*- 

*Sporadic jflghting is going on at the 
moment. The Taliban have forced lo- 
cals from these areas and have set their 
houses on fwe,' Habeel said. 

After five years of civil war with the 
United Front, the militia has gained 
control over most of Afghanistan and 
imposed it's own ultra-orthodox Islamic 
laws. It has vowed to win control of the 
northeast from the opposition. 



Rivals repulse 
Taliban attack 



KABUL (AFP) . Afehanistan's 
opposition United Front said 
Friday it had repulsed an intense 
attack by the ruling Tlaliban militia 
after more than three hours of 
pitched battles. 

Opposition spokesman 
Mohammad Habeel said the 
Taliban launched the strike at 
Khanabad in nothern Afghanistan 
with 1 ,000 assault troops support* 
cd by heavy artillery and heli- 
copter gun ships. 

"The fighting lasted three hours, 
it was very intensive, but they were 
repulsed leaving behind 35 dead." 
Habeel said. 

Unonfirmed reports said the 
Taliban's prime northern target. 
Taloqan, capital of Takhar 
province, had fallen to the militia. 
However Habeel denied the re- 
ports. 

Khanabad lies on the main high- 
way heading eastwards to Taloqan. 

The provincial capital is a 
strategic base for the opposition 
and controls the supply routes to 
bases held by the United Front in 
the south. 

The militia has advanced on the 
city from the north, west and 
southwest since launching the sec- 
ond wave of its summer campaign 



last Saturday aimed at cutting sup- 
ply routes heading south into the 
opposition-held Panjshcr Valley. 

Peshawar-based private Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) said the militia 
had taken Takhar's district ot 
Khawajaghar and launched an at- 
tack for a nearby key airstrip. 

But the area around the airstrip 
had been heavily laid with land- 
mines by the opposition troops, 
thwarting the Tlaliban advance, 
AIP said. 

The agency, quoting unidenti- 
fied sources, said Taloqan was still 
in the control of anti-'Hiliban 
forces. 

The AIP report, which could not 
be independently confirmed, also 
said the militia had seized several 
important places in Takhar and 
neighbouring Kunduz province. 

Some 19 troops from both sides 
had been killed and more than 40 
injured in week-long fighting in 
the region, it said. 

Independent sources say the 
Taliban have a total force of 6,000 
troops in the area. 

After five years of civil war 
with the United Front, the militia 
have gained control of more than 
80 per cent of Afghanistan and im- 
posed ultra-orthodox Islamic laws. 



Taliban lose jet 
as militia advances 
on Taloqan 

KABUL: Heavy fighting erupted 
across Afghanistan's northern 
front lines late Thursday as the 
oppc^on conceded the Taliban 
had made further advances and 
killed 17 people and iiyured 25 
others. 

Opposition United Front 
spokesman Mohanunad Habeel 
said the opposition had shot 
down a Russian-made SU-22 
fighter jet with a US-made 
Stinger surface-to-air nussile dur- 
ing the aerial bombardments over 
the Taloqan, provincial capital of 
Takhar. 

"The pUot and the plane feU 
on our side of the front lines. The 
pilot could not ^ect himself after 
the plane was shot down. Seven- 
teen civilians also died and 25 
otliers were wounded during the 
raids," he said. 

Habeel said Ikloqan remained 
a prime target for the militia who 
launched the second wave of 
their summer offensive on Satur- 
day, and the Taliban had ad- 
vanced on the dty from its north- 
em flank. 

"The Taliban have made 
ground inside Takhar province by 
capturing Hazar Bagh district to 
the north of Taloqan," Habeel 
said. 

A Taliban spokesman was un- 
available for comment. Indepen- 
dent sources have confirmed the 
fighting and that civilians and for- 
eign aid workers evacuated Talo- 
qan amid fears the opposition 
held dty would fall to the Taliban. 

"Tliere has been a lot of activ- 
ity going on. There was a lull 
Thursday morning and bad 
weather had interrupted the air 
raids, but it appears the fitting 
is back on," one western ob- 
server said. —AFP 
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Afghan opposition's 
counter-attack 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Unit- 
ed Front Monday launched a counter 
attack against the ruling Islamic Tali- 
ban militia in northern Takhar province, 
capturing three small districts, an op- 
position spokesman said. 

*Our forces launched an attack against 
the Taliban in Hazar Bagh and captured 
the areas of Dasht-i-Gaza, Kahgadai 
and Ashti,* oj^sition spokesman Mo- 
hammad Habeel told AFP, 

There was no independent confirma- 
tion of the claims and a Taliban spokes- 
man was unavailable for comment. 

The Taliban launched the second 
wave of its summer campaign 10 days 
ago aimed at seizing Taloqan. the pro- 
vincial capital of Takhar, and the north- 
em supply routes held by the United 
Front ahead of winter. 



*The Taliban are still preparing for a 
big attack to reach Taloqan through the 
main Kunduz to Takhar road,' Habeel 
said. 

*We are confident their attack would 
be beaten back,* he said. 

Habeel said 32,000 people had been 
displaced by the recent fighting after the 
militia won control of districts to the 
north, west and south west of Talo- 
qan. 

The Taliban have fought a five-year 
civil war against the United Front and 
control most of Afghanistan. 

On July 28 the militia launched its 
summer offensive aimed at ousting the 
opposition from the north east provinc- 
es but has only succeeded in pushing 
front lines north of Kabul back by 25 
kilometres. 



Opp claims shootiim 
down of Taliban plane 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
position United Front Wednesday 
claimed their troops had shot down 
anothcrTaliban fighter jet with a newly- 
purchased air defence system in north- 
em Afghanistan. 

Opposition general, Sayed Hussain 
Anwari, declined to provide fiirther 
details of the system or what type of jet 
was shot down, however, he said ths 
wreckage was cunently being recovered 

*The wreck of the plane has fallen on 
our side of the front line but the pilot 
ejected and has landed in the middle. 
Let's sec whether we can capture him 
or if he escapes,* he told AFP. 

A Taliban spokesman was unavail- 
able, for comment. 

Last Thursday the United Front said 
they had shot down a Russian-made 



SU-22 fighter jet with a highly sophis- 
ticated US-made Stinger heat seeking 
missile. The Taliban has a fleet of age- 
ing MiGs and SUs which inctependent 
sources say number about 15. The mi- 
litia has not lost a fighter jet since it 
captured Kabtd in 1996. *Wehitthejet 
with a newly-purchased air-defence 
system,' Anwari said. 

The United Front's air attack is ex- 
tremely limited when compared with 
the militia which has used MiGs, SUs 
and attack helicopters during its sum- 
mer offensive against the opposition in 
Afghanistan's northeast provinces. 

Anwari said the Taliban launched 
fresh attacks Wednesday across the 
north where the militia had targeted 
Takharprovince's capital. Taloqan and 
United Front-held supply routes. 



Thousands flee 
heavy fighting in two 
Af^ian provinces 

KABUL: Bitter fighting in northern / 
. Afghanistan between the DeOiban and I 
opposition soldiers is driving thou- 
sands of people out of two northern 
provinces, an opposition spokesman 
said Friday. 

People from both Takhar and 
Kunduz provinces are fleeing to 
nearby Badakhshan province said 
opposition spokesman Abdullah. 
Heavy bombing by Ibliban jets also 
is blamed for the mass exodus fi*om 
these provinces. 

Abdullah said more than 60 civil- 
ians have been killed and hundreds 
more wounded in bombing raids by 
Taliban jet fighters in recent weeks. 
There was no immediate comment 
firom the Miban and it was impossi- 
ble to independently verify the death 
toll. 

The Taliban are trying to consol- 
idate their hold over the entire coun- 
try fighting their northern-based op- 
posftlon led by ousted military chief 
Ahmed Shah Masud. Most of the 
fighting in recent weeks has been 
concentrated in Kunduz and Takhar 
province. 

Toloqan, the provincial capital of 
Takhar and the seat of ousted Pru- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani's gov- 
ernment-in-exile has been heavily 
bombed in the last two wee^, said 
another opposition spokesman Mo- 
hanmied Habeel. Rabbani has left 
the city and is living in Badald\shan. 
People who remain in Taloqan are 
living in underground bunkers, said 
Habeel in a satellite telephone inter- 
view firom Taloqan. — AP 
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Afghan opposition 
launches counter-attack 



KABUL, Oct 8: Forces loyal to 
Afghanistan's opposition United 
Front on Friday fought heavy bat- 
tles against Taliban forces in the 
north of the country, an opposition 
spokesman said. 

United Front spokesman, 
Mohammad Habeel, said opposition 
troops had beaten back three 
Taliban strikes across front lines in 
Takhar province, killing 45 militia 
soldiers. 

"Our attack captured the high 
grounds of Khwaja Ghar, including 
the airport, and the town itself is a 
no man's land," he said. 

A Taliban spokesman was 
unavailable for comment. 
Independent confirmation was not 
immediately available. 



The counter-attack followed 13 
days of ^ghtinis in northern Takhar 
and Kunduz provinces where the 
ruling Taliban is attempting to seize 
opposition held supply routes 
before the winter. 

"We lost three killed and nine 
wounded, the initiative is with us 
and Taliban troops seem war-weaxy. 
It is a war of attrition,*' Habeel said. 

He said the United Front had 
advanced 15 kilometres inside 
Khwaja Ghar district, adding that 
the Taliban had not carried out any 
air raids over night. 

For three years the Taliban's 
fleet of aging Russian-made MiGs 
and SU-22s have operated widi vir- 
tual impunity across areas held by 
the opposition.— AFP 



Taliban capture Takhar 
province district 



PESHAWAR, Oct 1: TaUban mili- 
tia on Friday wrested control of the 
district of Khwajaghaar from the 
oiq)osition in Takhar province after 
a week of fighting, reports said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency reported that 19 people 
were kiUed and around 40 wounded 
in the fighting. 

Clashes between troops loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood and Taliban forces 
were continuing in the nearby 
Bangi frontline, AIP said. 



The United Front said on Friday 
it had repulsed an intensive attack 
by the ruling Taliban after more 
than three hours of pitched battles 
fought early this morning. 

Opposition spokesman said the 
Taliban launched the strike at 
Khanabad in northern Afghanistan 
with 1,000 assault troops supported 
by heavy artillery and helicopter 
gun ships. **Tlie fitting lasted tiiree 
hours, it was very intensive, but 
they were repulsed leaving b^iind 
35 dead,** Habedl said.— Agencies 



Opposition attacks 
into Taliban territory 



KABUL (AFP) - The United Front 
opposition said Saturday it had 
launched an attack in north Afghanistan 
and advanced 15 kilometres into Tali- 
ban-held territory. 

United Front spokesman Mohammad 
Habeel said the operation was launched ; 
at Pul-i-Khumri in Baghlan province 
with forces loyal to opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood seizing 
the high ground around the Kelagai 
desert. *From there, heavy machine gun 
fire can threaten the main highway link- 
ing Kabul with the northern capital 
Mazar-i-Sharif/ he said. 
. A Taliban spokesman was not imme- 
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diately available for comment. 

Masood launched a counter-offensive 
against the railing Taliban on Friday 
aimed at retaking ground lost to the 
militia sinfe it launched its northern 
campaign iwo ^^^ks ago. 

The Taliban's northern operations are 
aimed at cutting 'Masood*s northern 
supply fines before winter sets in. 

*Wc also captured the artillery regi- 
ment of the Taliban's 80th division and 
other hilltops overlooking the Kelagai 
area/ Habeel said. *This is important 
as it is deep inside enemy territory and 
will force the Taliban to deploy troops 
from other front lines/ he said. 



Afghan opposition 
launches counter 
attack in north 

KABUL (AFP) - Foixjes loyal to Af- 
ghanistan's opposition United Front 
Friday fought heavy battles against Tal- 
iban forces in the north of the country, 
an exposition spokesman said. 

United front spokesman, Moham- 
mad Habeel, said opposition troops had 
beaten back three Taliban strikes across 
front lines in Tafdiar province, killing 
45 Islamic militia soldiers. 

*Our attiKjk captured the high grounds 
of Khwaja Ghai; including the aiipoit, and 
tfie town itself is a no man's land,' he 
said. A Taliban spokesman was unavail- 
able for comment. Independent con- 
firmation was not immediately 
available. 

The countiJMttack followed 13 days 
of fighting in northern Takhar and Kun- 
duz provinces where the ruling Taliban 
is attempting to seize opposition held 
supply routes before the winter. 

'We lost three killed and nine wound- 
ed, ti^ initiative is with us and Taliban 
troops seem war-weary. It is a war of 
attrition,' Habeel said. 

He said the United Front had ad- 
vanced 15 kilometres inside Khwaja 
Ghar district, adding that the Taliban 
had not carried out any air raids over 
night. 

For diree years the Taliban's fleet of 
ageing Russian-made MiGs and SU- 
22s have operated with virtual impuni- 
ty across areas held by the opposition. 

However, the United Front says it has 
shot down two SUs in the past eight 
days with highly-sophisticated US- 
made Stinger missiles. 

The Taliban has fought a five-year 
civil war against the United Front and 
controls most of Afghanistan where it 
has imposed its ultra-orthodox version 
of Islamic Sharia law. 



Taliban soldiers 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - At least sev- 
en Taliban soldiers were killed Satur- 
day when an explosion blew up a truck 
at a Taliban ammunition dump in north- 
em Afghanistan, a private Afghan news 
service reported. 

More than a dozen other Taliban 
troops and several civilians were also 
injured by the blast at Qulu-i-Ziney near 
the northern provincial capital of Maz- 
ar-i-Sharif, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) said. The explosion occurred as 
ammunition and arms were being load- 
ed onto the truck, the agency said. 

The blast caused a fire which took two 
hours to control, the agency said, add- 
ing a series of smaller explosions also 
occurred at the site. 
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Seven Taliban die 
in Mazar-i-Sharif 

explosions 



PESHAWAR, Oct 9: At least 
seven of Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban militia were killed on 
Satiurday in a series of explosions 
near the northern town of Mazar-i- 
Sharif, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported. 

The incident took place in the 
Kala-i-Zainey area, some six kilo- 
metres west of Mazar-i-Sharif, the 
former stronghold of the anti- 
Taliban alliance, whfen the militia 
members were loading ammunition 
in a vehicle. 

AIP said the Taliban militia, 
which captured the dty from oppo- 
sition forces in August last year, 
maintains a small depot of 
weapons in the area. More tiian a 
dozen people including civilians 
were injured in the blasts, the 
report said. 

AIP said a huge fire erupted 
after several small and big explo- 
sions. Taliban firefighters put out 
the flames after about two hours. 

Taliban officials confirmed the 
incident but ruled out the possibili- 
ty of a subversive act. The 
unnamed Taliban officials attrib- 
uted the explosions to the careless 
handling of ammunition during 
loading. 

ATTACK: The United Front 
opposition said on Satiu-day it had 
launched an attack in north 



Af^anistan and advanced 15 kilo- 
metres into TaHban-held territoiy. 

United Front spokesman 
Mohammad Habeel said the opera- 
tion was launched at Pul-i-Khumri 
in Baghlan province with forces 
loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood seizing the 
high ground around the Kelagai 
desert. 

"From there, heavy machine gun 
fire can threaten the main highway 
linking Kabul with the northern 
capital Mazar-i-Sharif," he said. 

A Taliban spokesman was not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

lajjinched a counter ? 
offensive against the ruling 
Taliban on Friday aimed at retak- 
ing ^ound lost to the militia since 
it launched its northern campaign 
two weeks ago. 

The Taliban's northern opera- 
tions are aimed at cutting Masood*s 
northern supply lines before win- 
ter $ets in. 

"We also captured the artillery 
regiment of the Taliban's 80th divi- 
sion and other hilltops overlooking 
the Kelagai area," Habeel said. 

"This is important as it is deep 
inside enemy territory and will 
force the Taliban to deploy troops 
from other front lines," he said.—- 
dpa/AFP 



Anti-Taliban 
troops claim 
significant gains 

KABUL (AFP) - The Afghan oppo- 
sition smd I\iesday that tn)ops loyal to 
anti-Taliban commandar Ahmad Shah 
Masood had made significant gains in 
a major counter-attack overnight in 
Kunduz province. 

Opposition spokesman Mohammad 
Hab^I siud Masood forces had recap- 
tured the districts of Dasht-i-Aichi and 
Imam Saheb and Sher Khan Bandar 
townshlp^in the noithera province bor- 
dering Tajikistan. 

He said the Taliban Islamic militia 
had now been pushed back to areas 
from where they started their autumn 
offensive against Masood a numth ago. 

Opposition troops had also captured 
Taliban-held parts of the major towns 
of Hazarbagh and Khuja Ghar in Ta- 
khar province. 400 kilometers north of 
here, the spokesman said. 
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